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GOOD MORNING & WELCOME TO LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS! 

We are thankful for each of you!   
It is our prayer that you will be blessed as we worship God together! 

 
The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Lent is a season of re-
pentance. Cut it out or get cut down! The warnings are accompanied by God's invita-
tion to attentiveness: "Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live." 
The landowner's ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener's readiness to till the ground 
one more year. That is good news for all of us. Thanks be to God! 
 
PRELUDE     “Selection of Bach Chorales”  
   
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Temple Talk Peggy Carlson 
   
CALL TO WORSHIP  “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery,” vs. 1 and Lent 3       Hymn 334 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVNESS 
Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, 
we are gathered in the name of the Father, 

and the ÀSon, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
 
Merciful God, 
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
and are not worthy to be called your children. 
Have mercy on us and turn us from our sinful ways. 
Bring us back to you as those 



who once were dead but now have life, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
Through the Holy Spirit, 
God gives life, freedom from the power of sin, 
and resurrection from the dead. 

In the name of À Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Live in newness of life. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG   “Chief of Sinner Though I Be”                    Hymn 609 
 
GREETING 
From our God who loves us with an everlasting love, 
who brings forth a new creation in Christ, 
who leads us by the Spirit in the wilderness: 
Grace and abundant mercy be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                        Hymn 157 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE   “Now the Feast”                 Hymn 167 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world  
through the life, death, and resurrection of your Son.  
Help us to hear your word and obey it,  
and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



FIRST READING                      Isaiah 55:1-9 
To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is a 
celebration of abundant life. God calls them into an everlasting covenant of love. Those 
who return to the Lord will enjoy new life and forgiveness, because God's ways are not 
our ways. 
 
Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 
come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. 
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
and delight yourselves in rich food. 
Incline your ear, and come to me; 
listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
my steadfast, sure love for David. 
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
a leader and commander for the peoples. 
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
for he has glorified you. 
Seek the LORD while he may be found, 
call upon him while he is near; 
let the wicked forsake their way, 
and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways 



and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 63 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verse 1 O Lord, my God, now hear my plea, I seek your holy face, 
  Within your house again to see the glories of your grace. 
  Apart from you I long and thirst, and naught can satisfy; 
  I wander in a desert land where all the streams are dry. 
 
Verse 2 O Lord, your tender loving care is more than life to me, 
  So I will praise you all my days and pray continually. 
  In you my soul is satisfied, my darkness turns to light, 
  And joyful meditation fill the watches of the night. 
 
Verse 3 ΨbŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘŜƭǘΩǊƛƴƎ ǿƛƴƎǎ L ǎƛƴƎ Ƴȅ Ƨƻȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀƛǎŜΦ 
  My strong support is your right hand through troubled nights and days. 
  All those who seek my life will fall; my life is in your hand 
  DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜΤ ƛƴ ǾƛŎǘΩǊȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘΦ 
 
 
SECOND READING                      1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Paul uses images from Hebrew story and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus Christ: He 
is our rock, our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of God's faithful-
ness. 



 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters that our ancestors were 
all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in 
the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same 
spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock 
was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were 
struck down in the wilderness. 
 Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil 
as they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, "The people 
sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play." We must not indulge in sexual 
immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We 
must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 
And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. These 
things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to in-
struct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So if you think you are standing, 
watch out that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken you that is not common to 
everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but 
with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                          Hymn 176
   
GOSPEL            Luke 13:1-9 
Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is de-
served into a hard call to obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope that 
the timeline for ultimate judgment will be tempered by patience. 
 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, "Do you think 
that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all 
other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or 
those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them τ do you think 



that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; 
but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did." 
 Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he 
came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, 'See here! For 
three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it 
down! Why should it be wasting the soil?' He replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one more 
year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and 
good; but if not, you can cut it down.'"  
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
/IL[5w9bΩ{ a9{{!D9 
 
SERMON   A Fig Tree in Our Place                        Pastor Bruce Hannem 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Seed That in the Earth is Dying”                    Hymn 330 
 
!th{¢[9Ω{ /w995                     p. 105 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The pastor prays the opening and closing petitions.  Members of the congregation are 
invited to pray one of the petitions aloud, as the Spirit moves you. 
 
Gathered by the Spirit, let us return to the Lord our God and pray for the church, the 
world, and all who yearn for new life.  Merciful God, you call your church to be a wit-
ness to your steadfast love. Grant that the work of ministers, teachers, missionaries, 
relief workers, and all the baptized may be faithful and fruitful. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Creating God, all you have made is good. Teach us to care for the earth, the sea, the 
sky, and all living things with love and reverence. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Just God, your ways are beyond human understanding. Give those in positions of au-
thority wisdom and compassion for all who suffer. Bring relief to victims of natural dis-



asters, violence, and oppression. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Faithful God, hear the cries of the sick and dying, the hungry and homeless, the lost 
and forgotten. Bring healing and hope, food and shelter, love and compassion to all in 
need. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God, teach us to seek your will in all things. Deepen our faith and give us 
strength to follow wherever you lead us. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for all the faithful departed who now rest in you. 
Grant that we might follow their example of faithful witness. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, you have commanded us to pray, and you promise to hear us. Hear the 
prayers of your people and grant us all that we need, for the sake of the one in whose 
name we pray, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά{ƻ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛŦǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and 
go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your 
ƎƛŦǘΦέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ рΥно-24).  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC      “Behold the Man”                Daren Blanck
  
OFFERTORY    “As the Grains of Wheat”                    Hymn 465 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, 



you bring forth food from the earth 
and nourish your whole creation. 
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, 
that all may know your care; 
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
LORD'S PRAYER (Traditional) 
 
COMMUNION  
 “O Lamb of God”   Hymn 336 
 “In the Singing”   Hymn 466 
 “O Living Bread From Heaven” Hymn 542 
  
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 
Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: 
may our fasting be hunger for justice; 
our alms, a making of peace; 
and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The God who formed us in love, 
who renews us through grace, 
and who will transform us into glory, 

Àbless you this day and always. 
Amen. 
 



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SENDING HYMN    “There in God’s Garden”        Hymn 342 
 
POSTLUDE    “Fantasie in C Minor,” J. S. Bach 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24150. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

    

THANK YOU TO OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS AND SERVERS THIS MORNING! 

 
NEW PRAYER CONCERNS:  Mindy Whipple, Pearl Burnard (grandmother to Sheila Avenson), 
Paul Aamot, Ellsworth Thies, Gloria Bryan, Richard Mans (father to Jennie Pelowski), Dell 
Fisher, Frances Nelson, Gloria Bryan, Arnie Olsen, and Jim Lavell (brother to Kathy Edmunds). 

 8:15 10:30 

Organist  Cathy Taylor Cathy Taylor 

Senior Choir Director Sarah Aamot Sarah Aamot 

Special Music Daren Blanck Youth Service 

Cantor Daren Blanck  

Greeters Mike and Cindy Parker Youth Service 

Ushers Mark and Denise Hallan Youth Service 

Readers Janet Mayer Youth Service 

Communion Assistants Kathy Kosobud, Bev Siemens Youth Service 

Acolytes Trevor Maier, Joe Anderholm Gabe Gibson, Alex Rude 

Sound Room Steve Lanz Steve Lanz 

Worship Coordinator Bruce and Julie Domino Bruce and Julie Domino 

Coffee Servers at 9:15 Gary and Linda Rosenberg, 
Ron and Sandy Thorson 

 

Nursery Workers Gail Goble, Cindy Hare Gail Goble, Cindy Hare 



SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM:  Receiving the Sacrament of Holy Baptism this morning, after  
the 10:30 service is Chris Fogderud.  We give thanks to God and welcome Chris into our shared 
mission to proclaim the good news that God loves you and cares for you! 
 
GREEN CONGREGATION TIP OF THE WEEK:  Read all labels when buying food and personal 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻƻƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜπ
duce exposure to chemicals and other potentially harmful ingredients.   
 
MONTHLY WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY:  wŜƴŜǿŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
will be held in Chapel Hall on March 10th at 10:30 a.m. In Romans 12 St. Paul tells that renewal 
will come when we turn our entire lives over to God. What a timely study for Lent when we 
refocus and realign our relationship with God.  
 
SMALL GROUP MINISTRY:  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ [//Ωǎ {Ƴŀƭƭ DǊƻǳǇǎ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ 
sheets on the table in the narthex.    Members of current small groups will be there between 
services this morning to answer questions and to assist you if you would like help in finding a 
small group. 
 
VOLUNTEER BULLETIN BOARD:   tƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ !ǊƭŜƴŜΩǎ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ   ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ 
sign up for Lay Ministry opportunities for April.   
 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY:  The LCC Group will be helping with the next Habitat for Humanity 
Build on March 8th.  For more information please call Bill Campbell (828.1763) or Dick Peter-
son (963.4859). 
 
HYGIENE SERVICE PROJECT:  Each month, confirmation students are providing a desig-

nated hygiene  item as part of the Confirmation Hygiene Service Project.   We are 

asking the congregation to help with this project.   Hygiene items are being collected 

in the large wicker basket on the desk in the Narthex.   For March, we will be collect-

ing tooth brushes .   These hygiene products will be distributed through the local 

schools to students who would otherwise go without.  Thank you for your help.  

   
 
 

Lenten Soup Supper  6:00 pm 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ŜƴǘŜƴ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 6:40 pm 

Lenten Worship/Lenten Drama “This Cross Has Made Us Family” 7:00 pm 

Confirmation, Youth Group, Sr. Choir, Confirmation Parent Coffee 7:45 pm 



THIS WEEK AT LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS 
March 7 - March 13, 2010 

 
SUNDAY:     8:15 Worship and Communion 
       9:15 Fellowship and Coffee - Please Join Us - Everyone is Welcomed! 
    9:20 Prayer Group in Fireside Lounge 
    9:30 Kids Sing! 
    9:30 AM Mayhem in Youth Room 
    9:45 Sunday School in Classrooms 1-4, Lower Level  
  10:30 Youth Worship and Communion 
            
MON:    1:00 Prayer Shawl in Fireside Lounge 
    6:30 IHN Host Meeting in Chapel Hall 
   
TUES:  10:00 Computer Lab -  Closed 
  10:00 Hospice Training in Classrooms 1 and 2 
  10:30 Lenten Bible Study in Chapel Hall 
    1:30 Staff Meeting in Fireside Lounge 
    5:00 wŜōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ƻŦ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ у 
    6:00  {ŎƘŀŜŦŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ /ƘŀǇŜƭ Iŀƭƭ 
     6:30 Northern Lites in Choir Room  
    7:00 Lenten Bible Study in Classrooms 1 and 2 
       
WED:  10:30 Monthly Bible Study in Chapel Hall 
    6:00 Lenten Supper in Celebration Center 
    6:40 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ŜƴǘŜƴ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ  
    7:00 Lenten Worship  
    7:45 Confirmation in Chapel Hall 
    7:45 Senior High Youth Group in Youth Room  
    7:45 Senior Choir in Choir Room 
    7:45 /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻŦŦŜŜ ƛƴ CƛǊŜǎƛŘŜ [ƻǳƴƎŜ 
    8:00 wŜōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ƻŦ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ у 
   
THURS:      9:30 Big Book Study in Lower Level Classrooms 
    2:00 aŜƴΩǎ DǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ CƛǊŜǎƛŘŜ [ƻǳƴƎŜ 
    7:00 Church Council in Classrooms 1 and 2 
    7:00 AA and Al Anon in Chapel Hall and Fireside Lounge 
         
FRI:  
                
SAT:    9:00 aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ƛƴ CƛǊŜǎƛŘŜ [ƻǳƴƎŜ 
    5:30 Worship and Communion  


