LUTHERAN CURCH OF THE CROSS

Cross Currents

October 2009

Everything written in the Scriptures was written to teach us, so that by
patience and by the encouragement of
(Romansl5:4)

Most Americans, religious or not, have heard of and read parts of the Bible. It is
arguably one of the most often quoted and misquoted books in our culture.

Oddly, it is also true that biblical illiteracy continues to rise. Do you get nervous
when someone starts quoting Scripture because you are uncertain of your own knowledge of
the Bible? Do you admire people who seem comfortable with their knowledge of Scripture

and wish you had it more o0in your hearto?
Martin Luther found Scripture to almost be a living thing, filled with the power of the
Holy Spirit. He wrote: O0The Bible_ is alive,
runs after me; it has hands, it |84 |ammakinga
In its most basic definition, the Bible is a diverse collection of :
. L N . o . new commit-
writings ( biblios means oObooksd6), divided in ) n
9 the Ol d Testament, which tel |l g mentto.LCC.
with, and work on behalf of, There will al- Y
promise of a Messiah:; ways be least

1 the New Testament, which shar el oneBiblestudy N
and Messiah, and his teachings, death and resurrection; as going on here
well as the experiences and faith of the first followers of all the time,
Jesus

But its meaning -- and its significance to the Christian faith -- is far more complex and pro-

found. As Lutherans, ELCA members believe that the Bible is the written Word of God. It
creates and nurtures faith through the work of the Holy Spirit. All of Scripture, both Old
Testament and New, points us to Jesus Christ, the living Word and center of our faith. In
reading the Bible, we are invited into a deeper relationship with God that both challenges us
and promises us new life.

I am making a commitment to LCC: There will always be least one Bible study going on
hereal | t he t i me We areebkessed dvith@averal members, besides the pastors, who
are well -equipped to lead such studies. Watch the LIFELONG LEARNING page in this
newsletter for new opportunities!

Pr. Joan Gunderman

IFELCA website, 0The Biblebo
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Woodbury

CHORUS Y ORCHESTRA

Presents
This concert recalls the tragedy of 911 and the hope we all have in
the future. Choral and orchestral selections will include In Remem-

brance, Gabri el 66f Obmed The Minssriptioroaitdop , e, Kyrie
(from 0 Me mdrayerafor #gace , and The Armed Man (A Mass for
Peace) Kyrie, Sanctus, Agnus Dei, Benedictus.

October 11, 2009
3:00 p.m.
First Lutheran Church
424 S. 8th St.
Brainerd, MN 56401

Admission is free, no tickets required
100% of the proceeds of a free will offering will benefit
the Brainerd Area Food Shelf which serves Brained,
Baxter, Fort Ripley and Merrifield.

Everyone is welcomel!
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CONGRATY A
TIONS
TO STACY jJognsON!

On September 8, 2009
Stacy celebrated 10 years at Lutheran Church of the Cross.
Thank you Stacy for your dedication and service to all people at
LCC, but especially our youth.
We appreciate you Stacy!
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ANNUAL MEETIN
PART | - ELECTIONS
Please join us on
Sunday November 15, 2009
at 9:30 am to 10:25 am
In the Celebration Center
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CHECK OUT THESE GREAT
OPPORTUNITIES!

Lifelong Learning

HOW DID THE BIBLE CO  ME TO BE OUR BOOK OF  FAITH ?

Mondays, October 12, 19, and 26, 7:00 PM. The Bible is the most popular book in human his-
tory, appearing in hundreds of languages around the world. Where did it come4 from? How
did the Bible get written? How did it come to be our essential and cherished Book of Faith?
Join Pr. Joan for this interesting and thought  -provoking 3 -week study. High -school-Adult.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BI BLE STUDY

continues on October 14, 10:30 AM . We continue a study on one
letters: Romans. Paul wrote this letter a full 20 -30 years before the gospels were written.
0The message of Romans would become a turning

teacher, writer, and reformer. In his Prefaceto RomansL ut her writes, 6Th
the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel...It is a bright light, almost
sufficient to illuminate (tutheraneStudyiBible ,H018%2). Janr
us!

SUNDAY AM FORUMS 38 9:30 AM, CHAPEL HA LL

October 11 & Opportunities to Make a Difference 0 led by Erin Karlgaard. On this
OMi ssions Sunday, 6 come and | earn about great
ing God by serving others.

October25 dHow6s New Or |l eans DdurregCA Natignal south Gathering
was held this past summer in New Orleans. Our kids had opportunities to do Servant Pro-
jects in the area, working with on -going projects of post-hurricane repair and restoration.
Catherine Anderson, Synod Coordinator of Youth Ministries for our NE Minnesota

Synod , will show us the current status of New Orleans from Hurricane Katrina, long after
the media (and we?) have forgotten about it 8 and ways we can still help.

GREAT READS

Monthly book discussions
When possible, Suzy, at Rainy Day Books, willil
Two times to choose from 9 10:30 AM or 7:00 PM
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October 20 - Abercrombie Trail , by Candace Simar, a resident of Pequot AHEIH} HMH..”W.,.\.,
Lakes, and the grandchild of Scandinavian immigrants. A novel about the 2
1862 Sioux uprising in Minnesota through the eyes of a 20 year old man, a
recent Norwegian Lutheran immigrant. Unfortunately,
available for this book. Purchase it at Rainy Days, or at church, for $15.00.
Author Candace Simar will join us at both sessions!
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November 17 6 Can o t Wa i t t o G@& by Fanaie Flhgga Res n
turning to Elmwood Springs, Miss. (the setting of two previous novels),
Flagg focuses on a handful of days following octogenarian Elner Shim-

- fissle's fatal fall from a tree. We check in on various residents in town to

see how they're reacting to the news and remembering how their lives
were touched by the old woman; alternating with bite  -size chapters detail-
i™Ming Elner's journey to the afterlif
B i fe all aboetxcepnyway?d0ot Whoot en,
Like It Is Beauty Shop. Her main concern is that the end of the world
might come before she can collect her social security. (this synopsis from Amazon.com)

Biutheran

The Lutheran Magazine subscription renewal date

for 2010 is HERE.

This year we will need a minimum of 50 subscriptions to get the bulk subscrip-

tion rate of $7.95/subscription. If you wish to renew your subscription to the
Lutheran Magazine or start a new one, please fill out an envelope (found in the
Narthex). Pl ease include your name, a
therandéd in your check memo. The envel
returned to the church office.

The deadline for renewal is October 15, 2009
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Mission Minutes

HELP NEEDED

Do you have little extra time to help with the IHN min-

istry at our church? We are in need of a person to line up

volunteers for the shift from 7 -9, during the four weeks

of the year that we serve homeless families in our
church. It would involve calling volunteers to line up a schedule, and then updat-
ing the volunteers about any special needs during the week. Not a difficult job,
but a valuable service to the families that stay with us! Please give Erin
Karlgaard (838 -9340) a call if you are able to help. God bless!

COMING SOON

You won't want to miss Missions Sunday, October 11th! A very special forum will
be held at 9:30 for you to learn about needs in our community, and ways you can
get involved...think the only way you can make a difference is by writing a check?
Think again! Join us for some wonderful discussion with leaders from several
community organizations, and start making a difference in a new way!

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!

LCC is full of some amazing volunteers, and during our last IHN hosting, you've
proved it yet again. On behalf of the 16 individuals making up our families this
past time, | want to thank you for all the ways you shared Christ's love with our
guests... For sharing meals, sharing stories, and sharing concern, you have been
blessed. For providing hope where there was none, and giving children a reason
to smile, you have been blessed. For putting aside the busyness of your lives to
care for those whose lives are so uncertain from day to day, you have been
blessed. Know without a doubt that what you contribute, no matter how small, is

a blessing in a big way to them, and | am humbled!

Erin Karlgaard, Outreach Chair




