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November 2009
Grace and Peace

Reflections in Wood

Have you ever imagined what Joseph might have felt or thought after that first visit from
the angel of the Lord? | wrote this as an advent devotion a while back and thought this
might be an appropriate time to share it with you.
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a son who will learn to be a carpenter, someone who will work with me and feel the joy

of working in wood.
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The angel said the baby is to be named Jesus, that he will save his people from their sins.
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And is he my son or not? | want to teach him to work with wood!

| certainly didn't want Mary to be disgraced, but thisJesuPH cnm@s | mnyv H
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After all, | know it was a dream but | also know the angel was really there and really talk-
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thing, the righteous thing. But am | able to do that? | suppose
right thing is really to do what God wants me to do, not what ouZz
families and the townspeople might think | should do. Oh! Why i
this happening to me?

And here we are on the way to Bethlehem. Mary might give birth &
any moment, and she's stuck riding on this donkey. It's better tha
walking, | guess. | don't think she could make it if she had to walk.
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| wonder if we'll be able to find lodging when we get to Bethlehem. And if Jesus is born
there, then what? Back to Nazareth when we're done with the census. Great timing!
At least we won't have to go somewhere else.

Mary seems so serene, so calm. Oh! She's beautiful. She's so accepting of what God

has called her to be. | wish | could be so calm. At least | wish my thoughts weren't all

in a jumble. 1 wonder if this is what it means in that psalm "Be still and know that | am

God." I'm so nervous, so worried, | can't seem to be still. But the\“/ VAL,

angel did appear to me. | think I'm doing what God wants me t¢ \/ i i

do, I just wish there was someway | could know for sure. \J L
!

\\'/\'Lé

S

I have to just trust in God. Somehow | know in my heart that Jesi
will work with wood, that he will do great things through wood.

See you Saturday or Sunday
Pastor Bruce

Please join in prayer for our first class of Stephen Ministers!
Praise and thanksgiving be to God!

ﬂ I ‘ The following Stephen Ministers will be commissioned on
Sunday, November 8th:
w Carolyn Blanck, Mary Brumfield, Barb Peterson,
Carole Steffenson, Joy Walter and Linda Youngs.

® They have actively participated in training classes held Thursd;
evenings since July.In addition, there have been several weekend sessions, all to pfe
pare them for caring ministry. Some of their classes have been The Art of Listenirj

Feelings, Confidentiality, and Caring for Those Experiencing Grief, just to name
few. Any of the Stephen Ministers are willing and eager to tell you more.

Part of the commissioning service asks for the congregation's prayers and willingn
to accept care from the Stephen Ministerslt is now your turn to be a part of Stephe
Ministry. Please keep each of these caring lay ministers in prayer as they begin
journey. If you know of someone who is going through a particularly rough time
please talk to Pr. Joan, Pr. Bruce or Cindy Hannem about the possibility of providi
care through Stephen Ministry. Remember, every caring relationship is strictly conf
dential.
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All Saints Sunday Evening Service
Sunday November 1st at 5:00 pm

All are invited to this annual, quiet service of

meditative readings, Scripture, and a hymn:
then move to Memorial Garden (weather per-

A Time to Remember mitting) to remember by name all of the those

dear to us who have died, no matter where or

when. A time to remember, to bl ess
nal promises. You are invited to bring a picture of your loved on to the service. A
time of fellowship will follow. Please join us.

remembrance and thanksgiving for loved ones
who have died. We begin in the sanctuary with

our

November 2008- October 2009
The Saints in Light
Funerals

Mary Roth- November 1, 2008 The

Myrna King - November 6, 2008

Stella Selle November 22, 2008 memory
Martha Dew November 22, 2008 i

Chris Warden January 4, 2009 Of the rlghteous
James UrbanFebruary 6, 2009 IS blessed.
Garnett Schwaller March 8, 2009

Owville Calhoon- May 24, 2009 Proverbs 10:7

Dell Howard- July 7, 2009
Russ ChaputJuly 14, 2009
Ted Nelson September 25, 2009
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Please Join Us for

A Thanksgiving Eve Service / %@\_R '

Wednesday, November 25 at 7:00 pnmﬁ«\%& iy

me n
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CHECK OUT THESE GREAT
OPPORTUNITIES!

WEDNESDAY MORNING BI BLE STUDY

T November 11, 10: 30 AM. We continue a st
letters: Romans . In his Prefaceto RomansLut her wri tes, 06Thi g
chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel...It is a bright light,
al most sufficient to il | umi nautherantStugdy Bible t, p. r
1852) . Even i f youdve missed one or two,

SUNDAY AM FORUMS 6 9:30 AM, CHAPEL HA LL

1 November 8 & Health Care Reform . ltés in the news ¢
likely be voted on before the Congressional Christmas recess. Join Drs. Dick Peter-
son and John Youngs, who will look at this from several points of view.

1 November 22 8 Forgiveness is No Accident. Forgiveness does not come easily
when we are deeply hurt. We want revenge. Or at the very least we want punish-
ment. Why is forgiveness so hard? Join Pr. Joan as we look at this difficult subject
via the Lordbés Prayer and Scripture.

GREAT READ - Two times to choose from & 10:30 AM or 7:00 PM

T Novemberl7 6Candt Wait t o GdbyFanhnie FlEgg.aA/funnlight read!
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ORemembrance and Bl
An Annual Service to Honor Patients, Families,
Volunteers, Staff [— d
Of Good Samaritan Hospice amal‘ltan

Sunday November 8, 2009 ) ()C]etym
Lutheran Church of the Cross g

. _ove, Ei Samn(mc
5064 Country Road 13 Nisswa, MN InChrs' Love Everone I

JL E EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN

3:00 Refreshments and Gathering
330 0ORemembrance and Bl essingso
4:15  Refreshments and Sharing
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