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Grace and Peace!  

Easter is coming!  We 

see it in the distance, 

itõs drawing closer, but 

sometimes it seems 

like we just canõt seem 

to get there.  Like 

Mary Magdalene, go-

ing to the tomb early 

in the morning on that 

first day of the week, 

assuming loss and not 

seeing Jesus for who 

he is.  She hadnõt got-

ten to Easter yet.  Is 

that you?  Do you won-

der how we get to 

Easter?  

    For some, there isnõt 

a connection between 

the day and the event 

celebrated; they know 

itõs Easter, but itõs not 

a day to be lived.  Oh 

sure, life goes on ð get-

ting ready for summer, 

shoveling snow (letõs 

hope not!), family here, 

golf to play.  Oh sure, 

there was a resurrec-

tion, but what does 

that have to do with 

me?  That was then, 

what about now?  

What is this Easter, 

and how do we get 

there from here?  

    Mary tells the gar-

dener, or at least the 

one she supposed was 

the gardener, òSir, if 

you have carried him 

away, tell me where 

you have laid him, and 

I will take him away.ó   

We might say she was 

relatively clueless, she 

doesnõt even know 

where to find his body.  

    Oh!  But hereõs the 

catch!  She doesnõt 

have to find Jesus.  

Jesus finds her ð she is 

found!  

    The other day, Lyle 

stopped in my office 

and I was telling him 

about òOpening the 

book of faith .ó   Do you 

suppose I could find it?  

Certainly not, I looked 

high and low on the 

shelves across from my 

desk, only to find it 

where I had put it (of 

course!)  I had left it on 

the shelf closest to my 

desk chair where I of-

ten put books or mate-

rials that Iõve been us-

ing, and intend to use 

again in short order.  

The book was there all 

along but I wasnõt 

aware of it.  

    Easter is coming, 

and itõs coming soon.  

Itõs coming to me, itõs 

coming to you.  If you 

canõt find it, if you 

donõt see it coming, 

maybe youõre like 

Mary, òSupposing him 

to be the gardeneréó  

There are those times 

when we want desper-

ately to find God, but 

Easter is not one of 

those times.  God is the 

finder, we are the 

found!  We donõt have 

to find Easter, get to 

Easter because itõs just 

not needed.  At this 

moment, God is rolling 

away stones and call-

ing, òcome out,ó to 

each one of us.  Heõs 

calling, òcome out, I 

have found you, come 

out and dance, come 

out and live!ó 

Breaking Bread  

The brightness said,                

òGo and tell quickly.ó   

The women fled and 

told.  Slow of heart,                          

Peter doubted.                            

Left alone,                                   

Disciples faltered.                        

But at the table                                

at table                                             

at evening                                            

at the first day                                  

at the village                                   

he took bread                             

blessed bread                             

broke bread                                      

and eyes opened                               

and hearts burned                            

and disciples knew                             

the Risen One,                                

recognized                                          

as guest,                                    

host,                                          

meal.  

From the book Cross-

ings  by Susan Palo 

Cherwien  

See you in church!  

 

Pastor Bruce  

from Pastor Bruce  

APRIL 2009 

 

Holy Week Services  

April 5  Palm Sunday  

April 9  Maundy Thursday  

                (10 AM & & 7 PM)  

April 10  Good Friday  

                 (10 AM & & 7 PM)  

 

Festival of Easter  

Sunday, April 12  

7 AM  8:15 M  10:30 AM  



service starting Saturday May 

30, at a time to be determined.  
The service will be along the 

lines of òcontemporaryó and/or 

òblended.ó  We will maintain our 

current Sunday worship service 

(8:15 & 10:30)  through the 
summer, not adding a third ser-

vice, as we will be adding sum-

mer programs for families.  

Summer programs will include 

additional classes on òOpening 

the book of faith,ó Bible studies 
for adults and Childrenõs Minis-

try  activities for young people.  

We are also looking forward to 

Fall when we tentatively plan on 

adding a Wednesday evening 
meal and service along with ad-

ditional opportunities for adult 

studies and activities for young 

people.   

I want to share with you a brief 

summary of recent discussions 

that took place at our March 

council meeting as well as at 

our recent Worship and Music 
meeting.  

At this time we are tentatively 

planning on a new Saturday 

evening òalternativeó worship 

 In 19995 the Friends -In 

Deed Program was put into action 

at Lutheran Church of the Cross.  

One of the many different commit-

tees was communication whereby 

a group of wonderful volunteer 

women wrote letters, telephoned 

and visited congregational mem-

bers who were ill, sorrowing or 

shut -ins.   

 Since that date the follow-

ing have served in that capacity at 

one time or another:  Carol Alver-

son, Evvie Antolik, Shelia Aven-

son, Betty Jean Carlson, Ilene 

Chapman, Marion Dettman (now 

deceased), Deanna Dubel, Faith 

Harms, Madeline Heaton, Patty 

Hillstrom, Amiee Jambor, Shirley 

Lintner, Joan Lofgren, Jean 

Meyer, Maxine Peterson, JoAnn 

Rhode and Martha Sapletal.  

Many of the above continue to 

contact those in need each month 

and it is so much appreciated by 

our parishioners who await the 

contacts.   

 With this letter, I wish to 

extend my appreciation for the 

faithfulness of the volunteers who 

have assisted me on this commit-

tee for the past fourteen years.  I 

have recently asked to be released 

as your chairperson.   

 Please let me introduce to 

you, Shawn Hansen, your new 

chairperson.  I am very confident 

she will be contacting each of you 

soon.  God bless Shawn and all of 

the committee as they continue to 

do Godõs work in this wonderful 

way. 

Arlene Rice       

The Newsletter 

Deadline for April 

is changed to 

April 14th.  

 

Remember to 

bring your old 

cell phones in 

for recycling.  

Please drop 

them off in 

Stacyõs office.    

Worship Service Update from Pastor Bruce 

Communication Committee News & Update  
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Children®s Ministry would like to extend a sincere thank you to everyone who contributed to our  
Bridges of Hope benefit.  

¶ Thank you to the children and parents for contributing their Sunday offerings.  
¶ Thanks to everyone who attended the Benefit Dinner.  It was a blast.  
¶ Thank you to everyone who provided entertainment.  We had the best.  
¶ Thank you to everyone who cooked and served the meal.  We ate like kings and queens.  
¶ Thank you to everyone who helped set up and clean -up.  The room was beautiful.  
¶ Thank you to those who gave a free will offering the evening of the dinner.  
¶ Thank you to everyone who contributed by putting money in the well.  
 
$1,182.67 was raised to help Bridges of Hope fulfill their ministry here in the 
lakes area.  
We couldn®t have done this without the support of our congregation and our 
community.  
 
Your generosity has touched our hearts.  
Thank you again.  
Tammy & Janet, Co -Directors Children®s Ministry 
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Thank you to the many individuals who 

helped to welcome the Concordia Chapel 

Choir at LCC on March 11.   There were 

those who planned, prepared and served a 

meal; those who organized housing; those 

who were overnight hosts; those who set up 

and took down the Celebration Center and 

Chapel Hall; those who helped with the 

Lenten service.   What you did was very much 

appreciated!  

Donna Trapp, Worship & Music Chair  

Dear Friends,  

With warm apprecia-

tion for all you have 

given of your time, your 

energy and yourselves.  

Thanks for always tak-

ing care of Jim and my-

self.  I certainly miss 

him.  

Marty Urban  

New Member Classes  

 
If youõre interested in joining our LCC family, 

please speak with Pastor Bruce.  You may call 

him at 963 -2564 or email him at  

pastorbruce@lccnisswa.org  

 



Spring cleaning is being scheduled 

for Monday, April 20th, 9 

am.  Both men and women are in-

vited to help with this big task!  A 

big turnout of helpers will mean 

we can finish by noon!  Come out 

to help prepare our church for 

spring!  In case of bad weather, the 

alternate date is Saturday, April 

26th, 9 am.  Call Tom Larson, 831

-1327 if you have questions.   

From time to time, people ask if 

there are special needs for work of 

the congregation which arenõt cov-

ered by our budget.  Others, with 

Memorial Money designated for 

the congregation, are interested in 

helping fund special projects or 

non-budgeted things which would 

enhance or assist our congrega-

tional ministries.  The Memorials 

& Special Gifts Committee asked 

staff and Council to begin compil-

ing a òwish listó of such items.  If 

you are interested in helping with 

these items, contact our Financial 

Secretary, Karen Wiele, at the 

church.  (963 -2564) 
 

 

¶ Complete needed organ repairs - $3000 

¶ Bibles in pews  

¶ Stephen Ministry one -time congregational registration - $1675 

¶ One new commercial vacuum (custodial use only)  

¶ Childrenõs Ministry office: 

 Cabinets w/counter  

 New tape/CD players for Sunday School  

¶ Office - Scanner 

¶ Lay Ministries ð Funds for simple gift for Vol. Appreciation 

Dinner ð RECEIVED!  THANKS!  

¶ Memorial Garden (landscaping and upkeep)  

¶ Information Kiosk for narthex (to eliminate the untidy òfeeló of 

that area)  

¶ New or nearly new computers for staff offices  

with youth from all around the synod, 

will experience a service project en 

route, and a fabulous worship, learn-

ing, and spiritual growth event with 

thousands of other ELCA Youth in 

New Orleans.  They have been earn-

ing money since last September to 

help finance this trip.   

Scholarship money will guarantee 

that every youth who signed up and 

 

Scholarships for:  

LCC High School Youth Summer 

Trips  

This year is the tri -annual  

ELCA Nationwide Youth Gathering 

in New Orleans!  

 

 

Our youth will be traveling by bus 

has worked to earn the money will be 

able to attend.  

Another group of Sr. High youth will 

be traveling to Colorado to explore the 

beauty of Godõs Creation by backpack-

ing in the Rocky Mountains.  Sky 

Ranch Lutheran Bible Camp will lead 

the group in Bible Studies, caring for 

creation and living together in com-

munity for a week.  

April Benevolence of the Month 
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NEW ADDITIONS!  

Spring Cleaning  
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June 15 - 19 

9AM - 12 PM  

Registration Form  

(one per child)  

 

 

Name:___________________________________________ Age: _____ Date of Birth: _______________ Grade Completing: _____ 

Parents/Guardians Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________________________ State: _______________________ Zip: __________________ 

Home Number: (_____)___________________________________Cell/Daytime Number: (_____)____________________________ 

Home e-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Emergency contact: ___________________________________________Emergency phone: _________________________________ 

Allergies or other Medical Conditions: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of (one) special friend your child might like to be with: _______________________________________________________ 

Circle size for a free t -shirt:  YS    YM    YL    AS    AM   

Online registration for children and volunteers is:  

www.groupvbs.com/webtoybox/myvbs/lccnisswa  

Please contact Tammy if you can help in any of the following areas:  

¶ Crew Leaders (6th grade thru high school)  

¶ Station Leaders (adults and youth assistants)  

¶ Nursery, Decorating, Registration and Clean -up  

Sign up at the website above  

 

VBS open for 3 year olds thru 6th grade  

FREE WILL OFFERING  

 

Please turn into Childrenõs Ministry Office. 

Questions? Please call Tammy or Janet @ 963 -2564 

CROSS CURRENTS 




