
 

Cross Currents  

LUTHERAN CURCH OF THE CROSS  

     Every now and then, I 
like to engage in what I call 
pastoral meanderings.  
This is one of those occa-
sions.  Let us meander 

together. 

    So what are the essen-
tial parts of a worship ser-
vice?  For Lutherans, hear-
ing the Word read and 
proclaimed through preach-
ing is an essential.  Gordon 
Lathrop says that through 
scripture we as a commu-
nity ñencounter the truth 
about God in Jesus Christ 
enlivened by the living 
Spirit.ò  The sacraments of 
baptism and Holy Com-
munion are essential.  In 
the meal we share the first 
and third Sundays of each 
month, Jesus gives us 
himself through bread and 
wine.   And when we see a 
baptism we are reminded 
of our own baptisms.  We 
are reminded that we are 

joined to Christ, through the 
Holy Spirit.  We are re-
minded that we are washed 
with Christ, the Holy Spirit 
descends upon us as it did 
upon Jesus, that we are 

beloved children of God. 

    And we pray; we pray for 
the church, for the world, 
for Godôs people.  We pray 
real needs for real people 
before our real God.  Our 
prayers of intercession are 
the prayers of the church, 
of the people.  Is prayer an 
essential part of our wor-
ship service?  Absolutely!  
As Jesus prayed often, so 
too we pray often during 
our worship services.  But 
what about when we arenôt 
worshipping?  Iôm glad you 
asked!  O. Hallesby wrote 
in his book Prayer that ñTo 
pray is to let Jesus come 
into our hearts.ò  He notes 
that we are moved to pray 
by Jesus, that our prayers 
are the ñresult of Jesusô 
knocking at our heartsô 
doors.ò  We pray often 
during worship, but we pray 
even more often as part of 
our daily lives, as part of 
our discipleship; prayer is, 

after all, a part of our Lu-

theran Spirituality. 

    Lutheran Spirituality!  Is 
there such a thing?  There 
is indeed, itôs discipleship, 
itôs ñfaith with a path,ò as 
Bradley Hanson calls it in 
ñGrace That Frees.ò  And 
our particular path leads by 
way of a cross, by way of 
suffering, Christ as the 
center of our lives.  Not just 
on Sunday morning, but all 
day, every day, here at 
LCC, at home, at work, in 
school, when playing.  

Everywhere, always. 

    Which brings us back to 
worship.  As you may have 
noted in our April newslet-
ter, that we are planning on 
starting an ñalternative 
serviceò on Saturday May 
30.  It will include procla-
mation, or preaching of the 
Word, the Lordôs Supper, 
prayer, and music.  Lots of 
music.  There will be a brief 
ñLutheranò liturgy every 
service, and, did I say there 
will be music?  There will 
be lots of music.  It will be 
relatively informal, least 
ways as far as attire and 
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participation, it might take a 
while, but donôt be sur-
prised if you hear people 
offering prayer petitions 
ñfrom the floorò during the 
prayers of the church.  
Donôt be surprised if we 
chant the psalm.  Donôt be 
surprised if people actually 
move their feet, clap their 
hands, and even sway 
during some of the music.  
(We havenôt set a time for 
the Saturday evening ser-
vice yet, but I should also 
use this space to reiterate 
that our Sunday morning 
service will stay the same 
this summer ï 8:15 and 

10:30 am.) 

    But you know, when you 
get down to it, itôs not about 
you.  Itôs not about me.  Itôs 
about God.  Itôs about wor-
ship of God.  Not us, not 
our likes, not our dislikes, 
not our wants, not our 

desires.  Itôs all about God. 

    See you Sunday (and 
some of you Saturday 

evening!) 

Pastor Bruce 
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