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¶ What a grand weekend was had as we celebrated our 50 th  Congrega-

tional Anniversary!  From welcoming former pastors, acknowledging 

charter members who are still active members, a fantastic historical display, 

yummy dinner with the best choral music in Crow Wing County, flowers and ban-

ners, and celebrative worship, this weekend will be remembered for a very long 

time.  So many people contributed funds, creativity & talent, time, and sweat to 

make it all happen.  We are grateful to all of you.  Remember also:  

1. Especially since all denominations have been declining numerically in recent 

years, itõs a great time to be the church!  Why?  Because we have the opportu-

nity to rediscover our mission, our reason for existing, and to creatively reach 

out to those who have not yet heard that Christ loves them and died for them; 

and, related to that...  

2. òTradition is not the worship of ashes, but preservation of the fire.ó 

¶ With the launching of our Saturday evening worship service, which began May 30, 

we are keeping our regular worship schedule on Sunday.  Another reason for this 

(besides feeling we donõt yet need 4 worship services each weekend), is that many of 

our snowbirds expressed a desire to see the Sunday morning forums continue 

through the summer.  They were hearing good things about them from church 

friends, and hated to see them shut down right after they returned north.  So!  

Weõre going to give it a whirl.  See the Lifelong Learning page in this newsletter for 

a listing of forums and other study and discussion opportunities.  

¶ Your church doesnõt go on vacation!  We are still open and doing great ministry to-

gether with you virtually every day of the week.  We hope to see you here often, all 

summer long!  

Pr. Joan Gunderman  

   THIS AND THAT!  
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