
Cross Currents  

LUTHERAN CURCH OF THE CROSS  

    Grace and peace! 

    Welcome to summer!  At least I think itõs summer.  My call committee didnõt 

tell me that winter was now a nine -month season!  But, even though itõs sum-

mer, we are continuing to pick up steam here at LCC (arenõt summers steamy 

enough?).  So whatõs going on? 

    Our new Saturday evening service started at the end of May and will con-

tinue year around.  Itõs an òalternativeó service with a lot of lively music, and 

folks stepping up as ushers, communion assistants, readers, on an ad hoc ba-

sis. 

    We will start Stephen Ministry training classes this month with the antici-

pated commissioning of our first Stephen Ministers next February.  We will 

offer Stephen Ministry classes again, so if you canõt participate this time due to 

other commitments, youõll have opportunities for future participation. 

    We are starting a new class called ACTS, an acronym for A Call to Serve, 

this summer.  The ACTS classes will enable participants to òlearn the biblical 

nature and purpose of the church as the body of Christ.ó  Those who partici-

pate will gain an understanding of each members gifts, sometimes unexpected; 

and passions, often unrealized.  Following completion of each 

set of ACTS classes, members will have an opportunity to 

identify, even create, a ministry niche, perhaps at LCC, per-

haps in the greater community.  

    Weõre talking about a new Wednesday evening service, fol-

lowing soup and sandwiches, which weõre thinking might start 

in September (technically òsummeró) along with confirmation 
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classes, choir and bell practice, a new study for adults and activities for younger 

children.  

        I just got new material on a course called òMaking Sense of Scriptureó 

which goes along with the course Pastor Joan has offered called òOpening the 

Book of Faith.ó  Iõm excited about the material Iõve looked at in this new course ð 

seven sessions about the òBook of Faith.ó  If you have questions about Scripture, 

if you want to wrestle with Scripture, if youõre afraid of wrestling with Scripture, 

this might be the course for you!  I havenõt set a date/time for this new course, 

but Iõm toying with the idea of beginning with a morning series of classes some-

time soon.  

See you Saturday evening or Sunday morning!  

Pastor Bruce  

 

ñWe want to personally invite  

everyone to come and be a part of  

Lutheran Church of the Cross.   

It is a place where you will be  

welcomed, loved, and encouraged.   

You will also have an opportunity to use your gifts to serve the Lord.  

Please join us.ò 
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Communion/Attendance Cards  

Communion/ Attendance Cards an important part of church life.  

These cards allow us to keep accurate track of  

your attendance and communing.  

Please remember if you receive communion you need to  

make note of that on the card, if you want it recorded in the church records.  

Please take the time to fill the cards out correctly.  Thank you.  

PAGE 3 CROSS CURRENTS  

Tickets are now on sale for:  
 

Bridges of Hope Blooms:  
A Summer Garden Tour! 

 
Thursday, July 9; 8:00 am-2:00 pm.  

Tour begins at Lutheran Church of the Cross in Nisswa. 
Tickets are $45 each. For more information or to register,  

call Kassie at 218.825.7682, ext 223. 
All proceeds from this event benefit Bridges of Hope. 

At Lutheran Church of the Cross, we welcome all baptized believers to par-

take in Holy Communion.  It is here we receive Christõs body and blood and 

Godõs gifts of love and grace.  Please fill out this card and place it in the of-

fering or hand it to an usher.   

Date __________________ 

Name______________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________ 

Phone Number _______________________________________ 

  Member        Visitor         Communion      

     Desire a pastoral call   Wish to join the church        
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Last fall we had several discussion opportunities for a series of ELCA congrega-

tional study  materials regarding Human Sexuality called "Journey Together 

Faithfully."   These were produced by the ELCA so congregational members 

could have input to the formation of the social statement on Human Sexuality 

being drafted, at the request of the 2001 Churchwide Assembly, on the many  

issues surrounding ourselves as sexual beings -- from domestic violence to prom-

iscuity to living single to pornography to marriage to homosexuality.   The na-

tional task force has now completed their work, and has published the PRO-

POSED Social Statement entitled, "Human Sexuality: Gift & Trust."   It will be 

discussed, debated, no doubt edited/changed at this year's Churchwide Assembly 

in Minneapolis, in August.   You are invited to read it, and then come and join in 

conversation about it here at church, Weds., July 15, 7:00 PM.   You can download 

and read it at the ELCA website:   http://www.elca.org/What -We-Believe/Social -

Issues/Social-Statements -in -Process/JTF-Human -Sexuality/Proposed -Social-

Statement.aspx  

PROPOSED Social Statement entitled,  

"Human Sexuality: Gift & Trust." 
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Mission Minutes  

Thank you to all our volunteers who set 

aside time to help with IHN week.  Even 

though we didnõt have any guests, your 

willingness to serve the Lord for those 

less fortunate - did not go unnoticed!  

http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements-in-Process/JTF-Human-Sexuality/Proposed-Social-Statement.aspx
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements-in-Process/JTF-Human-Sexuality/Proposed-Social-Statement.aspx
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements-in-Process/JTF-Human-Sexuality/Proposed-Social-Statement.aspx


WEDNESDAY MORNING BI BLE STUDY , continues on July 8, 10:30 AM .  Our sum-

mer study is on òMary, A Woman for All Seasons.ó (or, òMary for Lutherans!ó).  What is 

your image of her?  Come and explore Scripture further!  

 

SUNDAY AM FORUMS CON TINUE!  ð 2ND  and 4TH  SUNDAYS, 9:30 AM, C HAPEL 

HALL  

Topics subject to change, depending on availability of speakers ð watch weekly e-

newsletters!  

 

July 12  ð  Dementia/Alzheimer's Disease , led by Corrie Brown, a community out-

reach coordinator at Lakewood Health System in Staples and a member of our congre-

gation.  This disease has touched many in our congregation; some are suffering from 

this disease and others watch and care as a loved one fades away.  Corrie will discuss 

types, symptoms, and risk factors. She will also provide intervention strategies to re-

duce environmental stressors for dementia sufferers and their caregivers.  

 
July 19  ð Habitat for Humanity ð Local Build opportunities!   Led my Nicole Spear, an 

AmeriCorps VISTA worker.  Nicole works with Public Relations at our local Lakes Area 

Habitat for Humanity.  Habitat will be starting a build right here in Brainerd in late July.  

Several of our members already volunteer with Habitat, so come learn more about this 

great, concrete way to be part of a community effort to help our own neighbors.  

 

July 26  - òEstablishing & Maintaining Healthy Shoreline Habitató  led by 

Heather Baird, a Shoreline Habitat Specialist for the Fish and Wildlife Division of the 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.   Natural shoreline vegetation helps filter 

runoff into the lakes and therefore helps keep our lakes clear and inhibits unhealthy 

weed growth in the lakes.  Not for lake ðdwellers only!   For anyone who would like to 

create a more natural environment around their home.  Brought to us by our Creation 

Care Team.  

GREAT SUMMER READS   

Come and discuss some of the books LOTS of people are reading lately.  

Each date has two times to choose from ð 10:30 AM or 7:00 PM  

Suzie, at Rainy Day Books, will give a 20% discount on these books!  

 

July 1 ð The Faith Club ð A Muslim, A Christian, A Jew ð Three Women Search for Un-

derstanding  by Ranya Idiby, Suzanne Oliver, and Priscilla Warner  

August 5 ð Three Cups of Tea , by Greg Mortenson (with a video presentation by the au-

thor, from a Jan. 14, 2009 event at Luther Seminary)  

Lifelong Learning 

Check Out These Great Opportunities 
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Creation Care  
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Did you know you can buy locally grown fresh pro-
duce right here in our area?  Every week there are 
ÎÕÍÅÒÏÕÓ &ÁÒÍÅÒȭÓ -ÁÒËÅÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÒÁÉÎÅÒÄ ,ÁËÅÓ 
area.  These are the best places to pick up the fresh-
est groceries.   All products are grown with in a 50 
mile radius and there is a vast variety of vegeta-
bles, meats and herbs.  Please take some time to 
check these out and support our local growers.   

 

The Creation Care Team  

Where  Day Time  Location  

Brainerd, MN  

 

Tuesday 8:00 am to 12:30 pm Franklin Art Center 

1001 Kingwood St., 
Brainerd, MN 

Crosslake, MN Wednesday 9:00am to 1:00pm Crosslake Town Square 

Nisswa, MN Thursday 8:00 am to 12:30 pm American Legion  

Parking Lot 

Baxter, MN Friday 8:00 am to 12:30 pm Gander Mountain  

Parking Lot 

14275 Edgewood Dr., 

Pine River, MN Friday 4:00pm to 8:00pm Pine River Market 

Barclay Avenue and 
3rd Street, Pine River, 
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What a wonderful time we are having at our 
monthly craft nights!  In July we will be meet-

ing on July 7thfrom 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.     
Come and bring whatever you are working 

on...bring a friend too!   
 

 

òBIG BOOK STUDY GROUP 

The AA òBig Book Study Groupó started meeting 

in June.  It is not too late to be a part  

of this group.   

The meetings will continue to be held at  

9:30 am in the lower level at  

 Lutheran Church of the Cross.   

For more information please call 218 -828-3329 

 
Join us the first Tuesday in  

July, August , and September 

for a Weed and Clean Day  

At Lutheran Church of the Cross 

9:00 amɂ12:00 noon 
All are Welcome!  


