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2009 ELCA CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY
August 17 -23

Did you know...?
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1 Our ELCA meets in assembly every two years, to conduct the busi-
ness of the church. This year, it meets at the Minneapolis Convention
Center.

T This yeards assembly is made up
synods and 10,448 congregations serving on behalf of the 4,709,203
baptized members of the ELCA. The voting members are folks like
you and me, made up of 2/3 lay people and 1/3 clergy, elected in their
own conferences by voting members of conference congregations.

1 The Churchwide Assembly is the highest legislative body of the
ELCA. Just as congregations have Annual Congregational Meetings
where major decisions are made and elections are held, with a Church
Council which meets between congregational meetings to conduct the
on-going work of the church, so the ELCA has a national Church
Council which meets between Assemblies to do the same. But the As-
semblies have more authority than the ELCA Church Council, the

q

Presiding Bishop, and the Conferel

downdé organizati on.

of the many, many matters before

pears to be only one controversial matter, with which we are all familiar
by now & the Proposed Social Statement on Human Sexuality , and the
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accompanying Ministry Policy Recommendations. Both the proposed
statement and policy recommendations were requested by previous
Churchwide Assemblies. As stated above, these are not descending from
oon high.©o Congregations across th
will be fully discussed, debated, and no doubt edited by the Assembly be-
fore any final vote is taken. These debates and votes will also be book-
ended by prayer, both private, and public by our Presiding Bishop Han-
son. You will notice we have been praying in worship for this assembly

for what will be a total of 50 days before the assembly begins.

Because the ELCA has been studying, discussing, drafting, editing, re -
writing, and debating this issue for a number of years now, and also be-
cause in straw polls the ELCA is very nearly 50 -50 on the issues pertain-
ing to blessing homosexual lifelong, committed relationships, and/or ros-
tering (certifying for Call) homosexual pastors in lifelong, committed rela-
tionships, this assembly will be keenly watched by the media.

| have attended a few churchwide assemblies myself, and have always
been amazed and even angered at the
age by much of the media. This assembly will be doing some very exciting
things regarding a great variety of ministries of this church (ELCA)
which will get little, if any coverage.

Therefore, | want to encourage each of you to take advantage of the great
technology available to us now. On this website: http://www.elca.org/
Who-We-Are/Our -Three -Expressions/Churchwide -Organization/Office -of-
the-Secretary/ELCA -Governance/Churchwide -Assembly/Multimedia.aspx ,
you can watch the assembly live, sign up for news releases, and get al-
most first -hand coverage of the assembly. Remember, you can view our
newsl etter on our website and si mpl
ing to type it all in manually.

Whatever your personal feelings and opinions, please pray for the
1,045 voting members, those presiding over the assembly, and ALL of the
work carried out by the Churchwide Assembly.

And remember, Lut hheran Church of t h ¢
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are busy all summer and doing great ministry together with you virtually
every day of the week. We hope to see you here often, all summer long!

Pr. Joan Gunderman

#a
kX

=8 Evangelical Lutheran
‘V}U Church in America

God's work. Our hands.

PROPOSED Social Statement entitled, "Human Sexuality: Gift & Trust"

and O Reports & Recommendations on

Last fall we had several discussion opportunities for a series of ELCA congregational
study materials regarding Human Sexuality called "Journey Together Faith-
fully." These were produced by the ELCA so congregational members could have input
to the formation of the social statement on Human Sexuality being drafted, at the re-
guest of the 2001 Churchwide Assembly, on the many issues surrounding ourselves as
sexual beings -- from domestic violence to promiscuity to living single to pornography to
marriage to homosexuality.

The national task force has now completed their work, and has published the PRO-
POSED Social Statement entitled, "Human Sexuality: Gift & Trust." It will be dis-
cussed, debated, no doubt edited/changed at this year's Churchwide Assembly in Min-
neapolis, August 17 -22. You can download and read it at the ELCA website: http://
www.elca.org/What -We-Believe/Social -Issues/Social-Statements -in -Process/JTF-Human
-Sexuality/Proposed -Social-Statement.aspx

The Task Force was also asked, at the 2007 Churchwide Assembly, to provide recom-
mendations on ELCA ministry policies. That report is also available at the same web-
site (above).

Because the first discussion didnoét get o
nity to come and join in conversation about them here at church, Tuesday, August 4,
7:00 PM . Because these are lengthy and we are trying to be good stewards of such
things as paper and ink, there will be 5 copies of each document out in the narthex for
anyone interested -- first come, first served. If you have a printer at home, you are wel-
come to print off your own copies.
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LIFE LONG LEARNING

CHECK OUT THESE GREAT

OPPORTUNITIES!

WEDNESDAY MORNING Bl BLE STUDY , continues on August 12, 10:30 AM .

Our summer study is on oMary, A Woman fodwar

Among the Di domiupatthesMerdorial Garden waterfall, weather permitting
(Chapel Hall otherwise).

SUNDAY AM FORUMS CON __ TINUE! 6 9:30 AM, CHAPEL H ALL

August16 00 Food Pr e s er Mopdfullyp meggie and herb gardens will be produc-
ing abundantly by mid -August! Come and learn some great, healthy tips for enjoying
these foods long into the winter. If you have tips of your own, come and share! Brought
to us by our Creation Care Team.

August23 -0 Lut her on thed EnHr oim melse oLeft Behi

periodic announcements from one group or another that the world is about to end, we
hear |l ots of things in our <culture about
does Luther say about this, based on his study of Scripture? Join Pr. Joan for an interest-
ing conversation!

GREAT SUMMER READS

Two times to choose from 8 10:30 AM or 7:00 PM
Suzie, at Rainy Day Books, will give a 20% discount on these books!
August 5 6 Three Cups of Tea, by Greg Mortenson
~ (with a video presentation by the author, from a Jan. 14, 2009 event at
Luther Seminary)

It has been requested that we continue our
Book Discussions beyond the summer.
Pr. Joan would welcome a few volunteers
who would be interested in leading the evening one
from time to time, dates to be worked out with your schedules.
Drop her an e -note (pastorjoan@Iccnisswa.org) or give her a call
(9632564, x. 12) if youbdr eCD
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Mission Minutes

We will again be serving homeless families at our church 0.
August 30 -September 6. Your help is needed to serve our

Interfaith Hospitality Week
Fast Approaches!

vl

guests. Please read below and find out how you can be
involved in this important ministry!

f

f

Our volunteer week is broken down into roughly two hour shifts (with the
exception of the overnight hosts).

Breakfast Hosts must be ready to serve breakfast between 6:30 and 7:00, so
our guests can leave for the day center at 7:30. During the week, this is a
cold breakfast, but on Saturday it is usually a hot meal. These volunteers
also pack lunches for the families to take to the day center.

Transportation volunteers sign up for morning or evening shift. The morning
volunteers pick up the guests at our church at 7:30 and drive them to the day
center. The pm volunteer picks the guests up from the day center and brings
them back to church in time for our evening meal.

Evening Host makes sure the church is open for the dinner volunteers at
4:30, and welcomes guests and meal hosts. This person eats with the guests
and stays until the activities host arrives at 7pm. If new families arrive dur-
ing the day, this person also provides tours and goes over guidelines for the
church, which are always out and available.

Evening Meal Hosts prepare and serve the evening meal, which is usually
served between 5:30 and 6 pm. Meal hosts also eat with the families and are
able to leave once clean up from dinner is complete.

Activities Hosts...don't let the name fool you!!! You do not need to provide ac-
tivities, crafts, etc. for the families!!! There are movies and games available
at the church for families to use. Parents will still be with their children, so
your responsibility is to interact with families as desired and serve a light
shack. This is not a hard shift...just a fun time with the families! This shift is
from 7-9pm. This is a great shift for a family to take, and let your kids get
into the volunteer spirit too!

Overnight Hosts arrive at 9pm. They lock up the building at 10pm and are
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able to leave when the breakfast hosts arrive at 6:30. These volunteers are
available if an emergency arises with the guests, otherwise are sleeping in a
separate space for volunteers.

1 Supply volunteers assist Donna Trapp with washing laundry and making
sure needed supplies are ready to go.

1 Set-Up/Take -Down volunteers do just as their title suggests. Set  -up is usu-
ally following second service on Sunday, and take down is before the first
service the following week.

Please contact Erin Karlgaard (838 -9340) to sign up for a shift. This is an
important ministry our church is able to provide to our community, but it
can't happen without you! Please prayerfully consider how you can best
serve, and Erin will connect you with the appropriate host coordinator.

Don't Forget!
Craft Night is August 4 from 6:00 -8:00 pm.

N ‘glz

\

Please bring whatever you're working on and

Join the fun and fellowship

Are you passionate about small group ministry?
We're working to start up small groups this fall.
If you'd like to help in the planning and preparation,

please contact Erin Karlgaard (838 -9340).
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Food Preservation 101 Roundtable

So you have a garden

good for you!
So you have got too many zucchini
heredbs what to do..

1 Come to the Food Preservation 101 Roundtable Discussion on
day, August 16 at 9:30 (sponsored by your Creation Care Team).

Sun-

1 We have an interesting group of people in our church family who will
share their food preservation secrets. The group includes: Gerry

Augustine, Carolyn Macy, and several more.
1 We will sample. We want to try your products too! The Creat

ion

Care Team will provide (recyclable!) paper plates, spoons and tooth-
picks. So, bring a sample of what you like to do. We may all learn

some new ideas before we get through.

1 HELP? Who preserves by dehydrating? Who preserves in p
boilable bags? We need your expertise. Please call Marjorie H
strom. Roundtable discussion leader (3G38).
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Good News Gospel Concert
Featuring Lonesome Tradition

Lonesome Tradition is a bluegrass band from central Minnesota that has
a great amount of respect for the traditional sound of bluegrass. From
their material selection, to the driving instrumentals and lonesome har-
monies, the Lonesome Tradition pays homage to the masters who started
this music. This is not to say that the group attempts to copy or imitate,

but only to ply true to the style.

tion for a group from the 19400s,
ti on, you wonot mi stake the musi
bluegrass! The sound is refreshing and exciting.

Please Join Us
On
Saturday
September 26,
7:00 pm
at
Lutheran Church
of
the Cross!

The concert will also feature:
Miss Mini Belle

Gospel Cowboys

Cross Town Boys
LCC Senior Choir
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