FEBRUARY 2010

Grace and peace! INSIDE THIS ISSUJ

Do you remember Jesus asking hAshWednesday 5 €5
who do you say that | am?o ( M&worship .5)
that same questiond who do you say that Jesus is?
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How you answer that question, ee
thingdéd nor 1 s it just atismaattereof Council Highlights 24 N N

life - your life, my life and all life on the planet. It is a matter of life
because how you answer that question literally affects the way you
l'ive your 1ife. | f he i s just ‘Womenofthe ELCA 302 N,
you see him differently than if you see him as the Christ, the Messiah,
who died on the cross for you and for me. If you see him as God wh(Chi I drend<« 32i ni

Treasurer( 28Rep

by grace gives faith, as the author of our salvation, then you respondy gy pages 34
differently to him.
0Jesus Christ is the same Dpmeosterday and to

be |l ed away by diver s ¢Hebeewd13:8) r ange teachin
You know, all our mental images of Jesus are based on what in the

New Testament is already a picture of Jesus. In other words, our im-

ages, our pictures of Jesus are based on Scripture, which is of course,

based on oral traditions in existence before there was New Testa-

ment or any individual book of the New Testament.

I mention this because from the New Testament we know that Je-
sus was a man formed by Scripturé in his case Old Testament
teachings-to follow him, we must be the same presence of the Holy
Spirit of God, through whose action Christians attributed the composi-
tion of the NT.

So where am | going with this? Let us rephrase the question to
oOwhere are you going with this?6 Have vyou
God wanted to be known through us through reason, then God would
not have come to us in the flesh, God would not have revealed him-
self to us, through Scripture. But he does reveal himself to us

through Scripture, through Word, through sacrament.
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Grace and Peace cont o

And what is the imagery we most often associate with Jesus? For many of us, it is the
imagery of the shepherd, the Good Shepherd. We often think of Jesus in some idyllic scene,
surrounded by sheep, or maybe moving through rugged terrain carrying a sheep in his arms
or perhaps on his shoulders. We think of Jesus bringing home the lost sheep. And really
that is exactly what he is doing in our lives righ* T
now. The Good Shepherd goes in search
those who have been driven out wandering,
bruised, or hurt.

Jesus taught that love, properly understoo
should be a guide to making the proper mor:
decisions - he taught love of God, and love ¢
neighbor and everyone was neighborlove that
flows from the intensity of our commitment t
God. Jesusd mission
0The spirit of the Lc all your hearignd with all your
has anointed me to bring glad tidings to th h
poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom t
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to I

the oppressed go free:

soul and with:@lieur mind.”

See you in church!
Pastor Bruce

Ash Wednesday Worship Services February 17, 2010

10:00 AM and 7:00 PM
Both will include
Imposition of Ashes & Holy Communion.

Come early for our traditional Potato Bar supper at 6:00 pm
provided by our high school youth.
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Stephen Ministry

Just think,

you're here not by chance,
but by God's choosing.
His hand formed you
and made you the person you are.
He compares you to no one else--
you are one of a kind.
You lack nothing
that His grace can't give you.
He has allowed you to be here
at this time in history
to fulfill His special purpose
for this generation.
Roy Lessin

If you are hurting in the midst of a life struggle,

if it's hard to find your purpose right now,

please consider a reminder of God's grace through
the caring hands of a Stephen Minister.

Want to know more? Please contact Cindy Hannem at 963-0639 .
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Mark Your Calendars!

This year, join us for our
Second Annual

iRove Tuesf)

(day before Ash Wednesday).
We cal l it a oLutheran Mardi
(well you can wear one if you want to wear one).

PANCAKE SUPPER AND
VARIETY SHOW (think Ed Sullivan)!
Tuesday, February 16
6:00 PM

The Council will be flipping pancakes
and serving you, while you and other
members of the congregation entertain
us with song, dance, instruments, stand
up comedy, skitséwhatever your talent!

Get it on your calendar now, and watch
for more information.

If you are interested in participating
(we will take anyone!)
call Chuck Nielsen at
218-821-7361.



