
Grace and peace! 

A while back Joy showed me a devotion she had written in a time of reflection and introspec-
tion.  As I read, I too found myself in a time of introspection.  So I asked her if she would be will-
ing to share it with our congregation, after a few moments thought, she said she would, so I 
suggested this newsletter that you have before you.   

Blessings,  Pastor Bruce 

 
Psalm 139 (NRSV) 
You hem me inτbehind and before;  
       you have laid your hand upon me.  
 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,  
       too lofty for me to attain.  
 Where can I go from your Spirit?  
       Where can I flee from your presence?  
If I go up to the heavens, you are there;  
       if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.  
 If I rise on the wings of the dawn,  
       if I settle on the far side of the sea,  
 even there your hand will guide me,  
       your right hand will hold me fast.  
 

Shaking.  There is a lot of shaking going on in this world.  Some shaking is of monumen-
tal proportions such as the earth quakes in Haiti and Chile, or the constant swing of the finan-
Ŏƛŀƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎΦ  {ƻƳŜ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎŎŀƭŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŀōƭŜΧǘƘŜ ǿŀǎƘπ
ƛƴƎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ŘƻǿƴΧǘƘŜ ǘƻŀǎǘ ƛǎ ōǳǊƴǘΧǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŘŜƭŀȅǎΧǘƛǊŜŘ ǘƻŘŘƭŜǊǎΦ   

¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΧǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜΧ
ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŘŜōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎΧƧƻō ƭƻǎǎ ƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΧŀ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŎŀǳǎŜ 
ŀ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƭΦ  ! ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƪŜŜǇ ƻƴŜ ŀǿŀƪŜ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΧǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƪŜǇǘ ƳŜ 
awake at night.   

When my daughter was little, she would run up, grab me around the legs and ask for a 
Heidi sandwich.  This meant she wanted to be held in my arms and then have dad hug us both 
ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊƳǎΧŀ IŜƛŘƛ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘΧƳƻƳΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŀŘΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊΧŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ о ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΧŀ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘΦ   

aŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΧǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ άŀ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ ƳŜέ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŀƴΦ    
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But then in his ever so gentle way, God reminds me of the verses in Psalm 139 and 
assures me of his presence.  He is there before and behind.  He has laid his hand upon me.  
In effect it is a God sandwich.  When Heidi got older and 3 year old problems turned to teen-
ŀƎŜ ŀƴƎǎǘ L ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘŜǎΧ 

²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŀȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
ƘŀƴŘǎΧƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ   

 
Peace to you all,  

Joy Walter  

 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

Sunday, March 28  Palm Sunday (8:15 am and 10:30 am) 

  

Thursday, April 1  Maundy Thursday (10 am and 7 pm) 

    (Foot washing and Holy Communion)  

 

Friday, April 2   Good Friday, Tenebrae (10 am and 7 pm) 

Saturday, April 3  Vigil of Easter (5:30 pm) 

Sunday, April 4  Easter Sunday Worship (7 am, 8:15 am and 10:30 am) 

    Easter Brunch (8 am - 10:30 am)  
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Recently, I found myself at home doing some work  
for church and I began to wonder how it was  

I came to be here, why LCC became my  
church home.  

 
It only took a few minutes of pondering before God 
answered my questions with you. You, my church 
family, are the reason I call LCC home. 
 
The interesting thing about families is that they are 
so uniquely madeτtwo people can be siblings and 
look nothing alike. The same is true of our LCC fam-
ilyτwe are all Christians, yet we think differently and 
act differently. 
 
Despite, or maybe because of our differences, I love all of our church members. When I think 
about how God formed our unique family, brought us together with all of our different per-
spectives, I am in awe. I'm grateful for those who humbly serve through knitting, sewing and 
baking, cleaning our pews, and beautifying our home inside and out. I'm grateful for those 
whose infectious enthusiasm guides our forums, greets our guests, plans and hosts special 
events, and instructs our youth. I'm grateful for those with unwavering faith, who have helped 
us understand scripture, fed us the body of Christ, blessed us with song, and prayed for our 
needs. I'm grateful for those with Christ-like compassion, who care for those less fortunate 
than me through our rummage sales, feeding the poor, sharing a visit, being a mentor, or be-
ing a friend. I'm grateful for you all. 
 
I consider all of you my familyτwhen you cry, I hurt; when you are overjoyed, I share in your 
excitement; when you are away, I miss you. God has put us all here, together, for a reasonτto 
fulfill His plan. Our task as His family is always to discern His will for us. It is no mistake that 
each of us was called at this moment to be a part of this special family, and it is my prayer that 
God would continue to guide us and unite us to complete His work. Perhaps in the near future 
ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ άŦŀƳƻǳǎέ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪǎΣ ǘƻ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōŜ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊϥǎ ǇǊŜǎπ
ence and to nurture the strength of our family ties (and share some green Jell-O salad). 
 
I'm grateful and humbled to be a part of this family, and that is why LCC will always be my 
home. Why do you call LCC home? 
 
In and through Christ's love, 
Erin Karlgaard 

Why LCC  
is home...  
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The Third Annual Purses for Partners  
luncheon and purse auction to benefit Kinship Partners,  

will be held on Saturday, April 24th, in the Gull Lake Center at Grand View Resort.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purse viewing and the silent auction will begin at 11 am  
and lunch will be served at noon.   

Tickets for this one of a kind event for women and girls are $25 each  
and are available by calling the Brainerd Kinship office at 454-8012 or 1-877-730-5437.   

  
 !ƭƭ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻŦ 
Kinship Partners.  The mission of Kinship Partners is to 
provide positive role models and guidance to youth in 

our communities.   

For those who have suffered a loss or who are going through a diffi-
cult time, Easter can be a time of painful loneliness and emptiness. 
If you are smiling on the outside, but full of pain on the inside and 
the joy of Easter seems far away, help is available. Our Stephen 
Ministers are ready to provide confidential, one-to-one, Christian 

care. They will listen, care, encourage, and pray with and for you. Stephen Ministers 
have been specially trained to meet your emotional and spiritual needs.  If you or 
someone you know is hurting, find out more about 
Stephen Ministry by talking with Cindy Hannem or Pr. 
Bruce. 

Our Stephen Ministers are there to care!  

Does the Joy of Easter Seem Far Away?  
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Thank You ~ to all you sneaky and conniving youth and parents 
for the great party and the jersey!  Michael Cuddyer looks great 
in my office!  I was completely surprised ~ nicely done.  It was 
great fun: thanks for all the kind words.  I was very touched by 
your thoughtfulness.  Stacy Johnson 

The Anderholm and Stark 7th Grade Confirma-
tion Class would like to thank the members 
who purchased H.A.R.T Hearts in February.  A 
donation of $151.00 was given to the Heart-
land Animal Rescue Team. 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΧΦ 

If you are reading this, it has a lot to do with the 
faithful crew of workers who show up the last 
Thursday of every month to assemble and mail 
our newsletter.  This is one of the more jovial 
groups that meets at LCC.  These folks put out 
more than 600 copies of our very important 
communication piece.   They work at a steady 
pace, laugh, joke and share their lives with each 
other.  They not only put out the newsletter, 
they help with occasional mailings and other 
projects.  I have learned they are not just con-
ǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ άǊŜǘƛǊŜέ - ōǳǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ άƛƴǎǇƛǊŜΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ 
are intent on making a Godly difference in our congregation and the world around them. 
Thank you dear friends! 
 
Thanks to:  Emory and Carol Alverson, John and Yvonne Halvorson, Phyllis Hill, Sally Hodg-
son, Lois Jensen, Don and Rosemary Kraus, Marilyn Olson, Dave Pederson, Jim and Ann Pier-
son, Del and Marvel Ring, CeCe Stark, Marlow and Vonnie Strand, Ernie Teie, Bob and Sherry 
Warneke, and Elsa Windh.     


