
Communication, relationships, being a welcoming, 
and, inviting church...you may have been hearing 
about these recently.  I can tell you with a great deal 
of assurance that you will be hearing even 
more.  Working with council, with small groups, and 
with individuals in the congregation, we are hoping to 
improve communication all over Lutheran Church of 
the Cross.  What do I mean by that?  Steps have al-
ready been taken to invite members of the congrega-
tion who have something they want to bring to the 
attention of council, to do just that.  We have had 
several members who have attended recent council 
meetings, simply to observe.  We want communica-
tion to be a two-way street, not just church leader-
ship talking to members, but also listening.  And, of 
course the reverse is also true.   We are working to 
open our lines of communication in every aspect of 
our church life.  We are working to establish more 
small groups to not only improve communication, but 
to give members an opportunity to get to know one 
another on a deeper level.  You have no doubt no-
ticed our Narthex during Lent.  Many of you have told 
me how attractive it looked when you walked in and 
were able to see the draped cross from just about any 
direction.  This is just the beginning.   
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We have a lot of interesting, fascinating, and even fun classes and programs coming 
your way over the course of the summer.  In fact, we are not even waiting for sum-
mer because one of them, our first ACTS class starts in May.  What is ACTS?  ACTS is 
an acronym for A Call To Serve.  In the class, participants identify their spiritual gifts, 
their passions, their personal style, their time availability, and their spiritual matur-
ity.   Then, they get "plugged in.  " This means that if there is a group, a ministry al-
ready established and running here at LCC, they are in a place where they can get 
involved.  If their passion is such that there is not an existing group, then we look at 
starting one.  Or it may be that there is already a group up and running in the com-
munity or in conjunction with other churches and they can get plugged in there.  At 
any rate, there is follow-up so no one gets left out.   
 
We also have a class coming on the book "Boundaries."  It will help one establish 
boundaries; including being able to say "no" when it is appropriate, how to respect 
the boundaries of other people so you do not cross their boundaries, and if some-
one crosses your boundaries, how to respond.  In addition, we have a new class 
starting soon on "Listening," based on the book The Good Listener.  This seems like 
what is sometimes called a "no brainer," but trust me on this, to really listen re-
quires active participation and it is a skill that can be taught and acquired. 
 
We have another Stephen Ministry class starting this summer.  If you are interested, 
talk to Cindy Hannem about joining it.  
 
We also are thinking of yet another exciting program and I aim to be mysterious 
here, but watch this space.  It's something we can do on Wednesday evenings during 
the summer months.  Many of you remember the excitement of the "Forty Days" 
book - well, I think this is even more exciting.  And there is even more.  You have 
heard me say in recent sermons that there is sense of excitement in our congrega-
tion, that there is a sense of urgency that is building.  The best is yet to come! 
 
See you in church. 
Pastor Bruce 
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LCC Suggestion Box 

Stephen Ministry 

In I Thessalonians 5, Paul writes, "Therefore encourage one another and build each other 
up...Encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone." 

 
God has called us all to build up and encourage one another.  For those who are experiencing 
a really difficult time, our Stephen Ministers can provide the special encouragement, care, 
and support they need until they are past the crisis. 
  
Are you one of those special people gifted to encourage others?  The next Stephen Ministry 
training class will begin the end of June, with commissioning in the fall.  Now is the time to 
prayerfully consider how God might be calling you into this caring ministry. 
  
Please take the time to pick up an application, fill it out and return it to 
the church office by May 27.   The application is not a commitment, 
but more of a discerning tool.  You will be able to address questions 
and concerns during an interview process, where we together will de-
termine if this is the right ministry and the right time for you. 
  
Questions?  Please contact Stephen Leader Cindy Hannem or talk to  
Pr. Bruce.  

The Suggestion Box has been installed in the Narthex.   
You will find it on the West wall to the right of the coat area.    
Only letters which are signed and dated will be considered.   

 
The letters will be read by the Council Secretary and President, 

and will be responded to in a timely manner.   
If the letters are of a complaint nature, please include two or 

three suggestions on how you feel the problem can be rectified.   
 

A special thanks goes to George Sommerfeld for building the box 
and to Tom Larson and Bob Warneke for installing it. 
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 aŀȅΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ά{ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘέ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ 
the newsletter sponsored by the stewardship and Key Leader committees.  These themes 
should be helpful background for the fall LCC capital campaign.  The first three articles will 
ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ /ǊŜŜŘΦ    
   
 Iŀǎ ƛǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜΩǎ /ǊŜŜŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ Ŏƻƴπ
ŦŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎΚ  aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛǘ 
that this is usually the farthest thing from our mind.  According to Professor Mary Jane Hae-
ƳƛƎ ƻŦ [ǳǘƘŜǊ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊȅΣ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǘŜŎƘƛǎƳ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦŀŎǘǎ ǿŜ 
believe about God but how we believe God relates to us.  We believe that God works for us 
in three ways ς he creates, redeems, and sanctifies through the three persons of the Trinity 
ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŜŘΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ŦǊŜŜǎ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎ 
about our salvation from sin.  Because of this gospel,  we can respond as witnesses with 
thanksgiving and good works according to the law of loving our neighbors as ourselves.   In a 
word, our relationship to God is one of great privilege of becoming stewards in his kingdom.  
 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ IŀŜƳƛƎΩǎ ƻƴ-line series at:     
stewardship@luthersem.edu 

¢ƘŜ ƛǘŀƭƛŎƛȊŜŘ ǉǳƻǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ {Ƴŀƭƭ /ŀǘŜŎƘƛǎƳΦ 
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I believe in God the Father almighty. Creator of heaven and earth.  I believe that God has 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄƛǎǘǎΧIŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘǎ ƳŜΧŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŦŀǘƘŜǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 
mercy though I do not deserve it.  Therefore I surely ought to thank and praise, serve and 
obey him.   
 Definitions are important in conversations about any subject and no less so in un-
derstanding biblically based stewardship.  A standard dictionary definition of a steward is a 
person who is placed in a position of responsibility over all or part of the possessions owned 
by another person.  Stewardship refers to the office or performance of this responsibility.  
 

mailto:stewardship@luthersem.edu
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 ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ 
as distinct from that in kingdoms of this world.  It states God created everything and there-
ŦƻǊŜ DƻŘ ƻǿƴǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ άǊŀƴƪέ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
have money and things entrusted to a person for a time on behalf of God.  This is what it 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘΦ  DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ƘǳƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ ōȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŘƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ŎǊŜŀπ
ǘƛƻƴέ όtǎΦ уΥсύΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜƭȅ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
universe but we are not puppets. 
 
 ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ WƻǎŜǇƘ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ tƘŀǊŀƻƘΩǎ 
house he had the title of steward. Isaiah sent for a steward of a house to deliver his message 
ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘΩǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀΣ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘ ƻŦ 
the house to fill the jars with the water he turned into wine.  Jesus knew what the word 
means and it has special meaning in a biblical context. 
 
 tŀǳƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ άŜƳǇǘȅƛƴƎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘέ ǿƘƻ 
ǿŀǎ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ όtƘƛƭΦ нΥтύΦ  Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘƭȅ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ 
chief steward.  Those who believe this about Jesus become a part of this stewardship with 
Christ as his disciples, charged with the responsibility of his household.  Since this comes 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ  Lƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ !ƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ Χ
without any merit or worthiness of mine at all.  Accountability for this gift is involved, pri-
marily because the Bible makes it clear that a steward will be replaced if he or she doers not 
perform consistent with the interests of the Master.  Multiple parables of Jesus make this 
ŎƭŜŀǊΦ  ¢ŀƭŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ άǿŜ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ƻǳƎƘǘΣέ ƻǊ ŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŀƴǎπ
lation puts it, we are duty bound, to thank and praise, serve and obey him. 
 

.ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜΦ   Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƻƴŜǘŀǊȅ 
ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  !ǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘ 
ǎǳƳǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƛƴ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜΤά Ϧ{ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ 
ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ млл҈ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΤέ άLǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ά²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘΚέ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
Stewardship of time, talent, and treasure is not an option to choose or reject.  The only op-
ǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎΣ ōŀŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎΣ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ άƭǳƪŜǿŀǊƳέ ǘȅǇŜ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎπ
ƻƴŘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ϥ/ǊŜŜŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦΣ ά²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘΚέ  όƭƻƻƪ 
for it next month). 

ά²Ŝ ƎƛǾŜ ¢ƘŜŜ ōǳǘ ¢ƘƛƴŜ ƻǿƴΣ ǿƘŀǘŜϥŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜΤ   

ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǎ ¢ƘƛƴŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ŀ ǘǊǳǎǘΣ h [ƻǊŘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜŜΦέ 

William How    1823 - 1897 



  Who? For Stacy Johnson 
  When? May 23rd at 2:00 pm 
  Where? Chapel Hall 

 

Please join us as we celebrate Stacy's new home! 
 

Stacy is registered at Target and Fleet Farm. 
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May 21, 2010 

12:00 noon 

Pot Luck Guide 

¶ A-G   Dessert 

¶ H-N   Hotdish 

¶ O-Z    Salad 

Hosts  

Emory and Carol Alverson 

and 

Wes and Joyce Schwantz 
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SENIOR DRIVER IMPROVEMENT  

PROGRAM OFFERED 
 

Lutheran Church of the Cross   

May 10 (4 hour refresher course) 

12:00pm to 4:00pm 

or 

May 11 (8 hour full course) 

9:00am to 5:30pm 

    

The Driver Improvement course is open to the public; however, pre-registration is 
suggested but not required.  We do not ask for your driverôs license number, the De-
partment of Public Safety or the MN Highway Safety & Research Center does not re-
quire it.  A MN Highway Safety & Research Center ñcertifiedò instructor teaches this 
class.  Driver safety, confidence and comfort are enhanced by utilizing the most up-to
-date research in the field, including the latest visual scanning and steering tech-
niques, anti-lock braking (ABS) skills, airbag information, driver distraction, road rage 
and new vehicle technology.  The fee for the four hour refresher course is $20.00 and 
the eight hour course is $24.00. 

Persons age 55 and older who complete the course qualify for a ten percent 
discount on their auto insurance premiums for three years, according to Min-
nesota law.  First time participants must complete two four hour sessions.  Re-
peat persons are required to take a four hour refresher course.   

 

 For more information or  

to register call  

TOLL FREE 1-(888)-234-1294. 



Thank you to everyone who  
donated to the  

Lakes Area Food Shelf for the March Food Drive.   
 

Your gifts are much appreciated  
by the community members  

who need our services.    
 

Thank you! 
Angie Rardin 

 
A special forum titled  
ά.ƛǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜέ  

will be presented on Sunday,  
May 2, between services  

in Chapel Hall. 

Birds of the Bible Forum 
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Nationally recognized wildlife artist 
WŜǊǊȅ wŀŜŘŜƪŜ ŀƴŘ άōƛǊŘŜǊέ  
Ben Stubbs will highlight the birds  
mentioned in Scriptures, sharing 
some of the interesting things about them and explaining the context in which they 
are named.  This summer Ben is participating in a DNR-US Fish and Wildlife Service - 
Audubon sponsored statewide bird survey, which will be the first ever done in  
Minnesota.  Please grab a cup of coffee and join us at 9:30. 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO   
 

Jim Sherwood and his crew for decorating our sanctuary so beautifully  

during the celebration of Easter.   


