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Cross Currents
Grace and Peace!

. . . . . . Suggestion Box 3
Communication, relationships, being a welcoming 9
and, inviting church...you may have been hearin Fifty Plus 6
about these recently. | can tell you with a great deigook club 11

of assurance that you will be hearing evet
more. Working with council, with small groups, anc
with individuals in the congregation, we are hoping t( Birthdays 18
improve communication all over Lutheran Church Ccouncil Highlights 20
the Cross. What do | mean by that?Steps have al-
ready been taken to invite members of the congrege
tion who have something they want to bring to the
attention of council, to do just that. We have had
several members who have attended recent council
meetings, simply to observeWe want communica-
tion to be a tweway street, not just church leader-
ship talking to members, but also listening\nd, of
course the reverse is also trueWe are working to
open our lines of communication in every aspect ¢
our church life. We are working to establish mor
small groups to not only improve communication, bu
to give members an opportunity to get to know one
another on a deeper level.You have no doubt no-
ticed our Narthex during Lent. Many of you have tol
me how attractive it looked when you walked in anc
were able to see the draped cross from just about ar
direction. This is just the beginning.

Messy Brunch 13

outh 30
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We have a lot of interesting, fascinating, and even fun classes and programs coming
your way over the course of the summeln fact, we are not even waiting for sum-
mer because one of them, our first ACTS class starts in Ménat is ACTSACTS is

an acronym for A Call To Serve. In the class, participants identify their spiritual gifts,
their passions, their personal style, their time availability, and their spiritual matur-
ity. Then, they get "plugged in. " This means that if there is a group, a ministry al-
ready established and running here at LCC, they are in a place where they can get
involved. If their passion is such that there is not an existing group, then we look at
starting one. Or it may be that there is already a group up and running in the com-
munity or in conjunction with other churches and they can get plugged in thate.

any rate, there is follovup so no one gets left out.

We also have a class coming on the boBkundaries. It will help one establish
boundaries; including being able to say "no" when it is appropriate, how to respect
the boundaries of other people so you do not cross their boundaries, and if some-
one crosses your boundaries, how to responih addition, we have a new class
starting soon on "Listening," based on the bddke Good ListenerThis seems like
what is sometimes called a "no brainer," but trust me on this, to really listen re-
guires active participation and it is a skill that can be taught and acquired.

We have another Stephen Ministry class starting this summer. If you are interested,
talk to Cindy Hannem about joining it.

We also are thinking of yet another exciting program and | aim to be mysterious
here, but watch this spacdt's something we can do on Wednesday evenings during
the summer months.Many of you remember the excitement of the "Forty Days"
book - well, I think this is even more excitingAnd there is even moreYou have
heard me say in recent sermons that there is sense of excitement in our congrega-
tion, that there is a sense of urgency that is buildifigne best is yet to come!

>

See you in church.
Pastor Bruce
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Stephen Ministry

In | Thessalonians 5, Paul writes, "Therefore encourage one another and build each other
up...Encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone."

God has called us all to build up and encourage one anoth@rthose who are experiencing
a really difficult time, our Stephen Ministers can provide the special encouragement, care,
and support they need until they are past the crisis.

Are you one of those special people gifted to encourage othdris@ next Stephen Ministry
training class will begin the end of June, with commissioning in the Nilv is the time to
prayerfully consider how God might be calling you into this caring ministry.

Please take the time to pick up an application, fill it out and return it to
the church office by May 27.The application is not a commitment,
but more of a discerning toolYou will be able to address questiornf

and concerns during an interview process, where we together wi
termine if this is the right ministry and the right time for you.

Questions?Please contact Stephdreader Cindy Hannem or talk to
Pr. Bruce.

LCC Suggestion Box

The Suggestion Box has been installed in the Narthex.
You will find it on the West wall to the right of the coat area.
Only letters which are signed and dated will be considered.

The letters will be read by the Council Secretary and President,
and will be responded to in a timely manner.
If the letters are of @omplaint nature please include two or
three suggestions on how you feel the problem can be rectified.

A special thanks goes to George Sommerfeld for building the box
and to Tom Larson and Bob Warneke for installing it.
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Copital, Compaign
Key Leader Program

lhz L{ ¢19 !th{¢[9{Q /w995 ! /hbC9{{Lhb

alezr gAff o0S3IAYy GKS FANRG 2F F Y2y uKfte
the newsletter sponsored by the stewardship and Key Leader committees. These themes
should be helpful background for the fall LCC capital campaign. The first three articles will
SELX 2NB (KS 4086l NRAKALI AYLX AOFLGAZ2ya 2F (K

l'a AG 200dzZNNBR (2 &2dz G4KFG SOSNE GAYS
FSaaAy3d 2dzNJ oSEAST Ay (GKS o0Ao0fAOlIf 02y OSLI
that this is usually the farthest thing from our mind. According to Professor Mary Jane Hae-
YA 2F [dziKSNJ {SYAYINEBZ [dzi KSNR& OF G6SOKAAY
believe about God but how we believe God relates to us. We believe that God works for us
in three wayg; he creates, redeems, and sanctifies through the three persons of the Trinity
GKFG O2YLINRAS (GKS GKNBS FINLAOESa 2F GKS /
about our salvation from sin. Because of this gospel, we can respond as withesses with
thanksgiving and good works according to the law of loving our neighbors as ourselves. In a
word, our relationship to God is one of great privilege of becoming stewards in his kingdom.

¢tKSaS l[dzSadAz2ya | NB I RI LideS&ieshftNRPY t NP TS
stewardship@Iluthersem.edu
¢KS AGFEtAOAT SR ljd2ilGA2y&a I NB FNRY |

lwe¢L/[9 L hC ¢19 !'th{¢[9{Q /w995

| believe in God the Father almighty. Creator of heaven and earlielidve that God has
ONBIFGSR YS yR it GKIFIG SEAaGax! S LINRGSOGa
mercy though | do not deserve it. Therefore | surely ought to thank and praise, serve and
obey him.

Definitions are important in conversations about any subject and no less so in un-
derstanding biblically based stewardship. A standard dictionary definition of a steward is a
person who is placed in a position of responsibility over all or part of the possessions owned
by another person. Stewardship refers to the office or performance of this responsibility.


mailto:stewardship@luthersem.edu
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¢KS FTANRG FNIAOES 2F GKS ONBSR | RRNBaa!
as distinct from that in kingdoms of this world. It states God created everything and there-
F2NB D2R 2¢ya SOSNREGKAYyIOD Ly GKS YAy3IR2Y
have money and things entrusted to a person for a time on behalf of God. This is what it
YSrya G2 0SS D2RQ&a aiadSsél NRo D2R KI & K2y2NE
GA2yé¢ oO0tad yYcod 2S |INB y20 RAGAYS odzi ¢S
universe but we are not puppets.

¢tKS O2yOSLIJi 2F I+ aidSseFNR Aa FyOASyio
house he had the title of steward. Isaiah sent for a steward of a house to deliver his message
FTNBY D2R (G2 GKS adadSglNRQa YFadSNw» !4 GKS |
the house to fill the jars with the water he turned into wine. Jesus knew what the word
means and it has special meaning in a biblical context.

N

t df RSAONAROSR WS&adza |a aSYLWieAy3d KAYa
gl a G2G1rtte& 20SRASYyd (2 D2R GKS CFUKSNI 6t K
chief steward. Those who believe this about Jesus become a part of this stewardship with
Christ as his disciples, charged with the responsibility of his household. Since this comes
G§KNRdAK FFHAGKEZ GKS K2y 2N FyR LINAGAf SIS Aa
without any merit or worthiness of mine at alAccountabilityfor this gift is involved, pri-
marily because the Bible makes it clear that a steward will be replaced if he or she doers not
perform consistent with the interests of the Master. Multiple parables of Jesus make this
Ot SI N ¢l tSyda INB y20 YSIyd G2 0SS 0daNASR
lation puts it, we are duty bound, to thank and praise, serve and obey him.

.SAy3 I adtSséIFINR Ay D2RQ& YAY3IR2Y A& 0O2Y
2N SOSY || NBfAIA2dza LI NI 2F 2dz2NJ f AgSao I'a
ddzya dzLJ 6KS gK2fS 2F GKS /KNRAGALY fAFS |y
Ad K2g¢g ¢S YIyFr3aS wmnm: 2F 2dz2NJ GNBIF adz2NBT¢ alL
0KS ljdzSadAz2ys a2Kz2 Aa | adSeél NRKE Aa GKI G
Stewardship of time, talent, and treasure is not an option to choose or reject. The only op-
GA2ya IINB (G2 0SS 3I22R adS¢glNRas o6FR adSél N
2YyR FINIAOES 2F GKS ' 1L12adtsSa U/ NBESR | RRNS
for it next month).

QX
oy

G288 IAGBS ¢KSS odzi ¢KAYS 26y> oKIGS¢C
Fff GKIFIG 68 KFE@GS Aa ¢KAYyS ft2ySZ |
William How 18231897




May 21, 2010
12:00 noon

Pot Luck Guide
S 1 AG Dessert
XX 7 HN Hotdish
 OZ Salad
Hosts
Emory and Carol Alverson
and
Wes and Joyce Schwantz

Who?For Stacy Johnso
WhenWay 23rd at 2:00

Whermwapel Hall

Please join us as we celebrate Stacy's new home!

Stacy is registered at Target and Fleet Farm.
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SENIOR DRIVER IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM OFFERED

Lutheran Church of the Cross
May 10 (4 hour refresher course)
12:00pm to 4:00pm
or
May 11 (8 hour full course)
9:00am to 5:30pm

The Driver Improvement course is open to the public; however, pre-registration is

suggested but not required. We do not ask
partment of Public Safety or the MN Highway Safety & Research Center does not re-
qguire it. A MN Highway Safety & Research

class. Driver safety, confidence and comfort are enhanced by utilizing the most up-to
-date research in the field, including the latest visual scanning and steering tech-
nigques, anti-lock braking (ABS) skills, airbag information, driver distraction, road rage
and new vehicle technology. The fee for the four hour refresher course is $20.00 and
the eight hour course is $24.00.

Persons age 55 and older who complete the course qualify for a ten percent
discount on their auto insurance premiums for three years, according to Min-
nesota law. First time participants must complete two four hour sessions. Re-
peat persons are required to take a four hour refresher course.

For more information or

to reqister call

TOLL FREE 1-(888)-234-1294.
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Birds of the Bible Forum

A special forum titled
G. ANRa Ay GKS . Aof S¢
will be presented on Sunday,
May 2, between services
in Chapel Hall.

Nationally recognized wildlife artist

WSNNE wlk SRS1US YR a0oANRSNE

Ben Stubbs will highlight the birds

mentioned in Scriptures, sharing

some of the interesting things about them and explaining the context in which they
are named. This summer Ben is participating in a-DSHish and Wildlife Service
Audubon sponsored statewide bird survey, which will be the first ever done in
Minnesota. Please grab a cup of coffee and join us at 9:30.

Thank you to everyone who
donated to the
Lakes Area Food Shelf for the March Food Drive.

Your gifts are much appreciated
by the community members
who need our services.

Thank you!
Angie Rardin

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO

Jim Sherwood and his crew for decorating our sanctuary so beautifully
during the celebration of Easter.



