
Grace and Peace 

Whatõs all this talk about mission?  Mission is just one of the things offered here at 
LCC, along with worship, ministries, and programs, right?  It fits right in with disci-
pleship, stewardship, and all the rest, doesnõt it? 
 
Well, try this on for size.  Itõs not so much about sending, as it is about being sent.  
That, brothers and sisters, is the key.  Mission isnõt just another one of our pro-
grams; instead it is who we are.  We are all about mission and mission is what we 
are to be all about, what we are to be, by calling and by sending.  We 
are literally the sent people of God.  We at Lutheran Church of the 
Cross need to think of ourselves as being defined by, identified by, our 
mission.  To do anything else is to minimize the gospel.  We need to be 
a missional church, not a church with mission as a part of itõs programs 
and ministries.  Mission really is our reason for existence as a part of the 
body of Christ. 
 
You, brothers and sisters, are called to mission by your baptism, it is 
your vocation even though you bring different gifts to the mission field.  
You have heard me say at least a couple times in sermons (15-20?) that 
one of the things I am here to do is to equip you for ministry, to each 
other, but also to others.  Why is this?  Because our life as a church is 
our witness and our witness is our life. There is simply no getting 
around it.  We canõt evade it, we canõt avoid it.  Oh, we think we can. 
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L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H F  T H E  C R O S S 

òOur service is over, our service begins.ó 



We think we have done our fair share; let others do the work, but you know what?  Thatõs 
not how mission is done.  Mission is all of us, with all our different gifts, with all our dif-
ferent outlooks on life, fun, or whatever; being focused on our mission as people sent by 
Christ to make disciples, teaching and baptizing, helping and equipping, leading and trans-
forming, even as we ourselves are transformed by Christ in the process.  This is who we 
are.  This is what we are. 
 
Donõt want to think of it that way?  It is kind of scary, but step out of yourself for a mo-

ment or two and realize that this is what is sometimes 
called leaving your comfort zone.  Those whom God 
calls are equipped to be sent, before and sometimes dur-
ing the sending.  We are those whom God is calling, and 
equipping. 
 
This is it brothers and sisters; this is it.  A couple of our 
members have suggested that we put signs up over each 
door leading out of our sanctuary.  Whatõs the wording 
on those signs?  òOur service is over, our service be-
gins.ó 
 
Amen and see you this weekend! 
 
Pastor Bruce 

òMission really is our reason for existence as a part of the body of Christ.ó 
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òWe want to personally invite  

everyone to come and be a part of  

Lutheran Church of the Cross.   

It is a place where you will be  

 

 

 

You will also have an opportunity to use your gifts to serve the Lord.  

Please join us.ó 



What Does God Want Me to Do? 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 

¶ the God of the Old Testament spoke to you today? 

¶ you were ready and willing to listen? 

¶ Godôs plan has nothing to do with YOUR plans? 

¶ God told you to do something outrageous? 

  ...(remember Noah?) 

¶ God said ñTrust Meò? 

 

Join Cindy Hannem for a discussion on discerning Godôs plan for you. 

Chapel Hall 

Sunday, June 6th, 9:30 am 

Have you ever wanted God to just tell you what you should do? 



 
ARTICLE II OF THE APOSTLESõ CREED   

(Second of a stewardship series).   
 

Article I asserts that God created everything; therefore everyone is a steward and not an 
owner.  Article II addresses the question, WHO IS A GOOD STEWARD in Godõs King-
dom?   
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead; On the third day he rose again; he as-
cended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
again to judge the living and the dead.  This means, according to Luther,  éhe has re-
deemed meéa lost and condemned creatureénot with silver or gold, but with his holy and precious blood, 
in order that I may belong to him, live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in eternal righteousness, 
innocence, and blessedness.   
 
 As noted in considering Article I, a steward is someone who is entrusted with man-
agement of things that belong to someone else.  A steward is therefore both bound and 
free - bound in commitment to ownerõs will but free to represent the owner and make judg-
ments in management.  Abject slavery does not allow a slave any freedom to function in 
this way.  Joseph was a steward for his Pharaoh but his descendents ended up being abject 
slaves to subsequent Pharaohs.  These Pharaohs, of course, did not recognize that they 
were not real owners.   
 

Under Mosesõ leadership, God freed the Israelites from slavery to give them the 
opportunity to set up communities dedicated to the common good of all their citizens.  In 
other words, they were given some freedom to practice being Godõs stewards in communi-
ties that were to represent Godõs will on earth.  Mount Sinai and the Promised Land be-
came symbols of the opposite of late Pharonic societies. 

 
The Creed is our confession of a similar release from bondage.  But our natural 

bondage is to sin.  Because of Jesus we may belong to God in his kingdom - a kingdom in the 
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world, but not of it.  Jesus may be regarded as Godõs chief steward in taking on the form 
of a servant in being crucified for our sake.  Our redemption was not, in Lutherõs words, 
priced in silver or gold but with Jesusõ priceless blood.  We can never repay God for his 
grace; we can only respond with evidence of faith.   But confession of belief that Jesus is 
Lord does not by itself make him our personal Lord.  There are many other lords vying for 
our allegiance and we òcannot serve two masters.ó  Creeds are important, but reciting cor-
rect doctrine does not alone insure authentic faith.   
 

The response God wants for this privilege is for us to become Jesusõ disciples as 
well as church members. Discipleship has been defined in terms of six marks.  Disciples 
practice (1) daily prayer;  (2) daily Bible study; (3) weekly congregational worship, (4) in-
volvement in at least one activity in a congregation; (5) relationships that talk about faith 
and/or serve someone in need - as Jesus did, and (6) disciplined financial support of local 
and church - wide ministries.   

 
One wise man said, òIt is easier to act our way into right thinking than it is to think 

our way into right acting.ó  He who believes obeys, and he who obeys believeséthe one 
goes with the other.  Peter could not initially understand repentance and conversion, but 
he could immediately leave his fatherõs nets.  He did this, and the rest followed.   

 
A good steward in Godõs Kingdom is not a person who thinks the only duty of a 

Christian is to be a church member and escape from the world for an hour or so on Sun-
day morning to be assured that his or her sins are forgiven.   Jesus said, òNot everyone 
who says, ôLord, Lord,õ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my 
Father.ó  A good steward is a person who not only calls Jesus Lord, but who also strives to 
do Godõs will in all things.  The primary step is to become a committed disciple of Jesus.   
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Next monthõs question, based on Article III,  
is  

òWhat is good congregational stewardship?ó   



SMALL GROUP MINISTRY  
 

It is not too late to become a member of a Small Group.   
 

We are forming two, possibly three new groups at this time.  
The first group is looking to include women only and is  

multi-aged.  The second group will be comprised of couples, 
again, multi-aged.  There has been some interest to start  

another couples group.   
 

Typically, Small Groups consist of 8-12 people who meet pri-
marily in homes, and who meet monthly for fun, fellowship, 

food, and discussion of some subject related to faith.  If you are 
interested in becoming a member of any of these groups please 

give Carol Smith a call at 829-8142. 
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Potluck Guide 
¶ A-G   Salad 

¶ H-N   Dessert 

¶ O-Z    Hotdish 

June 18, 2010 
12:00 noon 
(due to VBS in 
Chapel Hall) 

Hosts  
Bill and Sharon Ingvoldstad 

and 
Dick and Barb Peterson 

JOIN  

LCC Happenings 


