
Grace and Peace 

I want to share some thoughts on the pastoral office.  But first, to give 
you a little background for what I am going to write, you need to know a 
little bit about the Augsburg Confession. 
 
The Augsburg Confession is what we call a confessional document, 
when you hear Lutherans talk about how we are a òconfessional church,ó 
the reference is to the Augsburg Confession and the rest of the docu-
ments that make up, what is called the Book of Concord.  I mention this 
because I am going to quote from the Augsburg Confession regarding 
pastoral ministry. 
 
òSo that we may obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the Gospel 
and administering the sacraments was instituted.  For through the Word 
and the sacraments, as through instruments, the Holy Spirit is given, who 
effects faith where and when it pleases God in those who hear the Gos-
pel...ó  (The Augsburg Confession, Book of Concord, Kolb and Wengert edition, p 
41) 
 
In other words, pastors are primarily to proclaim or preach Godõs Word 
and to administer the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion.  
Now if you were at the council forum in June, you heard me talk a little 
bit about the meanings of the two terms that are usually used in referring 
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Pastors are primarily to proclaim or preach Godõs Word  

and to administer the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion. 



to those who hold this office.  One is pastor, mean-
ing shepherd, while the other is minister, which means 
servant.  I mention this because as Pastor Daniel 
Preus, from the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
wrote in his book òWhy I am a Lutheran,ó the two 
images of the pastor must be held in balance, by 
both pastors and the laity.  The concept of 
òservantó cannot take precedence because then the 
pastor is seen as simply an employee or hired hand, 
which may make it òimpossible for the people to 
hear the pastorõs word from the pulpit as the words 
of God.ó  Conversely, some pastors forget that the 
office as shepherd exists for the òbenefit of the 
people to whom he ministers.ó  Jesus came to serve 
not to be served.  Jesus is our example, for both 
pastors and lay people. 
 

Reverend Preus wrote that òAs far as Luther is concerned, the feeding of the flock and the 
growth of the church (there is no difference between the two) occurs only when the Word 
is preached.ó  He notes that there is an òinseparable relationshipó between preaching 
Godõs Word and pastoral ministry.  Pastors do what we do because of Godõs Word, be-
cause what we do originates with God, not with us.  Sometimes this includes afflicting the 
comfortable, as you may have heard me say before, while other times it is a case of com-
forting the afflicted.  Pastors are called to the office of Word and Sacrament, and that in-
cludes empowering laypeople to minister to others, and it includes leading in mission and 
vision as well. 
 
For me, what it comes down to is that it is an honor and a blessing to serve God, and to 
serve Godõs people, sharing the Good News about Christ Jesus, the Lamb of God. 
 
See you in church this weekend! 
 
Pastor Bruce 
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Jesus came to serve not to be served.   

Jesus is our example, for both pastors and lay people. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Ministry education continues year óround. 

 

You are invited to attend any of these upcoming sessions: 

 

Thursday, July 8   6:30pm 
Mental Illness, speakers Carol Campbell and Laurie Campbell 

 

Thursday, August 5  6:30pm 
Alzheimerôs Disease, speaker Pam Wachholz 

 

Thursday, August 19  6:30pm 
Hospice Care, speaker Khris Kayser from  

Good Samaritan Hospice 

 

We meet in a classroom across  

from the choir room. 
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ARTICLE III OF THE APOSTLESõ CREED.   

Third of a Key Leader Series.   
 

Article I of the Apostlesõ Creed states that God created and owns everything;  it follows that 

everyone is Godõs steward.  The options are what kind of steward we want to be.  Article II 

asserts that we were lost and condemned but redeemed by grace, for which the expected re-

sponse is to become disciples of Jesus.  Stewardship of everything is an important mark of a 

good disciple.  Article III is:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life ever-

lasting.  

 

Lutherõs explanation helps answer the question, òWhat is good congregational stewardship? 

 I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come to him, but the 

Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, enlightenedéand sanctified and kept meé In the same way he 

calls, gathers, and enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth.  In this church h he daily for-

gives my sins and the sins of all believers.     

 

   Paraphrased, we confess that we cannot by our own efforts believe in Jesus and that 

the Spirit that effected this belief comes primarily through the church.  Without the church, 

there would likely be many fewer believers and we might not have been among them.  What 

sort of a response does this deserve? 

In the last verses of the book of Matthew, Jesus commands, òAll authority under 

heaven and earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptiz-

ing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them all 

things I have commanded youéó  (emphasis added) 
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 In some sense Jesusõ command is not that different from what Moses told the 

people as he led them into the wilderness.  God did not bring the people of Israel out 

of slavery through the Red Sea just to leave them in the desert as free agents to do what 

they pleased.  God stayed with them because they belonged to him, just as Luther re-

ferred to us belonging to God through Jesus in his explanation of article II.  Mount Si-

nai and crossing the Jordon represented a revelation of what God intended at creation 

as contrasted to the exploitative system of slavery in Egypt. 

 

But the Old Testament kingdom of Israel was not ready-made.  God deputized the 

people under Moses to become stewards in formation of a new kingdom where the common 

good was to be Godõs witness on earth.  The earthly kingdom begun under Moses lasted about 

800 years until the Babylonian captivity about 500 B.C.E. - a second òbondageó that resulted 

from not living adequately as Godõs stewards.  In Jesusõ teaching, the Old Covenant kingdom 

idea was changed - òin the world but not of this world.ó  But what did not change in this spiri-

tual kingdom was the concept of managing our lives as Godõs stewards rather than as primary 

owners.   

 

Paul wrote about his òthe stewardship of the gospeló in admonishing the materially 

rich churches in Corinth to help poorer congregations wherever they might be.  A recent au-

thor has noted: òSixteen of Jesusõ thirty-eight parables are concerned with money and posses-

sions.  An amazing one out of ten verses in the gospels (288 in all) deal directly with the sub-

ject of money (many others indirectly).  The Bible offers 500 verses on prayer, fewer than 500 

verses on faith, yet more than 2000 verses on money and possessions.ó  It is difficult to escape 

the conclusion that money and possessions are included in all the things Jesus taught and 

wanted included in teaching about discipleship or stewardship.  Therefore good congrega-

tional stewardship includes the ability to converse together about stewardship in all the 

important aspects of our lives, including money and possessions.   This is part of current 

Lutheran understanding of the Creed. 

 

In conclusion, in the Apostleõs Creed we confess that congregations and their mem-

bers should as much as possible reflect the privilege of being Godõs special stewards ð a privi-

lege granted only by virtue of Godõs grace.   In response, we should be committed disciples 

who are good stewards of all things, including the money and possessions we have title to. 
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Bon Voyage Party 
 

Daren, Michelle, Elijah and Sophia Blanck will 
be leaving for South Korea the end of 
July.  Daren and Michelle have accepted 
teaching positions at Taejon Christian Inter-
national School in Daejeon, South Korea. All 
four of them are excited about this opportu-
nity and ask for your prayers.   
Please join us at a Bon Voyage party for them 
on July 10th, 2010 in the Celebration Center 
here at Lutheran Church of the Cross from 
1:00 pm ð 5:00 pm.  

 
òFor I know the plans I have for you,ó declares the Lord, òplans to  

prosper you and not harm you.ó Jeremiah 29:11   
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LCC Happenings 

Join us on July 16th  

at 12:00 noon for a picnic and brats on the gill! 

We will be meeting at  

Wes and Lorrie Anderson's home on Round Lake. 

Hosts for July will be: 

Wes & Lorrie Anderson and  

Bob and Sherry Warneke.  
Potluck Guide 

¶ A-G   Hotdish 

¶ H-N   Salad 

¶ O-Z    Dessert We will meet rain or shine! 
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SENIOR DRIVER IMPROVEMENT  
PROGRAM OFFERED 

Lutheran Church of the Cross   

July 21  (4 hour refresher course) 

8:00 am to 12:00 pm 

The Driver Improvement course is open to the public; pre-registration is suggested but 
not required.  We do not ask for your driverôs license number, the Department of Public 
Safety or the MN Highway Safety & Research Center does not require it.  A MN High-
way Safety & Research Center ñcertifiedò instructor teaches this class.  The fee for the 
four hour refresher course is $20.00.  Persons age 55 and older who complete the 
course qualify for a ten percent discount on their auto insurance premiums for three 
years, according to Minnesota law.  First time participants must complete two four hour 
sessions.  Repeat persons are required to take a four hour refresher course.   
 

  

For more information or  
to register, call  

TOLL FREE 1-(888)-234-1294. 

A SHARING MARKET  

(every Sunday through September) 
 

Everyone is invited to bring their extra garden pro-
duce, including not only fruits and vegetables, but 
also flowers, jams and jellies, and baked goods, to 
church.  People may take whatever produce they de-
sire, leaving a reasonably generous donation, which 
will go to the local food shelf.  We will have tables in 
the narthex every Sunday through September where 
you can leave or buy the offerings. Donors will get 
rid of what they cannot use, buyers will get fresh and 
tasty food, and the food shelf will get added funds.  
Everyone benefits and nothing is wasted. 


