
Special Ways to Give at this Special Time 

By Pastor Charles Lane, Stewardship Key Leader 

 

This is an exciting time in the life of Lutheran Church of the Cross.  The 
congregation is in the middle of its òVision | Mission | Commit-
mentó stewardship program.  òVision | Mission | Commitmentó is 
an exciting opportunity for members of Lutheran Church of the Cross to 
come together to expand your mission, improve your church home, 
eliminate your debt, and grow your ministry in 2011 so that your congre-
gation can bear even stronger witness to our Lord. 
 
Faced with this opportunity, members of Lutheran Church of the Cross 
are asking, òHow can I give as much as possible?ó  This article provides 
some possible answers to this important question. 
 
One important way to give to òVision | Mission | Commitmentó is 
out of regular income.  One portion of òVision | Mission | Commit-
mentó will be the request of all Lutheran Church of the Cross members 
to grow their regular giving to the congregation in 2011.  Most people 
give to the ongoing ministry of the congregation out of regular income.  
That is, a portion of household income is given to the congregation on a 
weekly or monthly basis. 
 
Over the next three years, members of Lutheran Church of the Cross 
will also be asked make generous gifts to òVision | Mission | Com-
mitmentó for the purpose of retiring the congregationõs debt, improving 
your church home and expanding your mission.  Many will also make 
these gifts from regular income. 
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There are other ways to make more significant gifts. 
¶ Some people will make a gift from their savings, 

recognizing that this is an opportunity that must not 
be missed. 

¶ Many people will give stock or other securities that 
have appreciated in value. 

¶ Still others will give all or part of the cash value of 
an insurance policy. 

Combining these gifts with giving from regular income 
can produce a level of generosity that might not other-
wise be possible. 
 
There can be considerable tax advantages to giving in these ways, especially to giving stock 
and other appreciated securities and the cash value of insurance policies.  You should al-
ways consult your tax advisor or financial planner about such gifts. 
 
òVision | Mission | Commitmentó presents members of Lutheran Church of the Cross 
with an incredible opportunity.  This opportunity calls for each member to take steps to be 
as generous as possible so that the exciting ministry of Lutheran Church of the Cross can 
be expanded and enhanced. 
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Blessing of the Back Packs -  On Rally Sunday 

             September 12th 
All school children who will be attending worship ser-
vices on the weekend of September 11-12 are encouraged 
to bring their Back Packs or Book Bags to church.  As 
part of the worship service we will join in offering a 
prayer and blessing for our children, teachers and all who 
are a part of Education vocations. The children of the 
congregation will be encouraged to gather in the chancel 
with our Pastors for blessing and prayers as part of our 
òTime for Childrenó as we all begin a new school year in 
our community and congregation. 



 

The disciples asked Jesus to, òTeach us to pray.ó  There are many people at LCC and in the 
community who continue to ask Jesus to guide us and grow us in prayer. We would like to 
form a òPrayer Teamó to support and expand upon existing prayer ministries in the congre-
gation. 

What would this team do?  A few things that would be helpful include: 

¶ Support a weekly gathering for quiet, guided prayer where no experience is necessary 
but where all participants can grow more deeply into a prayer relationship with God 
through a òCentering Prayeró experience. 

¶  Identify òPrayer Leadersó who would be available to pray with members and guests 
upon request as well as following worship services at least once a month. 

¶ Identify a small of group individuals to gather once a week to pray for ministries of the 
congregation or with individuals who seek a praying presence. 

¶ Support the creation of a Small Group for people who would like to learn more about 
prayer and experience a prayer journey with others. 

¶ Support the entire congregation in an òofficialó coming together for a whole day of 
prayer as people sign-up for 30 ð minute slots with excellent prayer helps and guidance. 

Continue to do what we are doing through the Prayer Chain and Prayer Shawls and many 
other studies and opportunities. 

 

Who should be on the Prayer Team?  Anyone can be on the prayer team.  If you want to 
grow more deeply in faith, this would be a great gift to you.  If you are curious about the 
role of prayer in life and community you will be blessed to be a part.  If you believe deeply 
in prayer and you have a gift of prayerful devotion, we need you on this team. 

 

When will the team be formed?  We will gather on Tuesday, September 21 at 7:00 
p.m. in Chapel Hall to explore the creation of the LCC prayer team. More detailed 
information will be shared and questions asked and answered.  If you have questions prior 
to the Sept. 21 meeting you may contact Pastor Taibl at pastorglenn@lccnisswa.org or by 
calling the church office. We do know that the creation of the LCC Prayer Team will be a 
blessing to our faith community. 
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LCC Prayer Team - This Could Be An Opportunity for you! 

mailto:pastorglenn@lccnisswa.org


 
 

     

 

  

 

A Transition Team to work with the Church Council, Interim Sr. Pastor and Congregation 
will be formed during the month of September.  The 12 member team will review summa-
ries of past congregational forums where Strategic Planning and longðrange goals were de-
veloped as well as conduct interviews in the Nisswa community and within the congrega-
tion regarding perceptions of LCCõs impact in the community.  The group will also work 
with the Church Council in the development of Mission-Vision and Values statements that 
will serve as a foundation for present and future ministry.  The process of the Transition 
Teamõs work will lead to a òstaffing visionó that includes the Job Description of LCCõs next 
Sr. Pastor.  More details of the teamõs work can be seen in the summary of the August 
Church Council meeting. The Transition Team will begin its work in October following the 
completion of the Capital Appeal. 
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As part of the Vision | Mission | Commitment 
Program LCCõs pastors will lead a six-week Ser-
mon/Teaching series on the six marks of disciple-
ship.  The series begins on Sunday, October 10 and 
will conclude on Sunday, November 14.  Each Sun-
dayõs Worship service focus will be supported by a 
presentation by the dayõs preaching pastor during 
the Education hour at 9:30 a.m.  The Six Marks of 
Discipleship are also a part of the work of the 
Transition Team and Church Council as LCCõs 
leadership works on Mission-Vision-Values state-
ments for the future.  The series is something that 
all members and friends of the congregation will 
want to attend. 

The Six Marks of Discipleship - Preaching/Teaching 

          Series 
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Tuesday Bible Study - will resume September 14 

 

Do any of theses situations apply to you? 

 

¶  Youõve prayed for something for years and it 
 hasnõt happened. 

 

¶  Some days are easier to trust God than other 
 days. 

 

¶  You feel God has forgot about you. 

 

¶  You forgot about God and try to run your 
 life without Him.  

 
If you ever struggle with these or similar uncertainties about faith, you will find good com-
pany in these pages of the bible.  All through Scriptures we see peopleõs faith in God bump 
up against the realities of earthly life.  Some of the most well known Biblical people seem to 
abandon their trust in God and then some of the most unlikely people show remarkable 
faith in a God they barely know. 

 

Join Tuesday mornings at 10:30 for bible study and great conversation.  We will use the 
book, òFaithñDepending on Godó by Dale and Sandy Larson and follow the format we 
used last winter and spring. 

 

Please sign up in the office so books can be ordered ahead of time.  An evening class will 
be held at 7:00 pm if there is enough interest. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Colleen Both at 963-4903.   


