
What Happened to the Shepherds?  

January 2011 Cross Curren s 

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  C R O S S 

Luke 2 
 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 

watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were ter-

rified. But the angel said to them, ñDo not be afraid. I bring you good 

news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of 

David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This 

will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 

in a manger.ò  

 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the an-

gel, praising God and saying,  

 ñGlory to God in the highest heaven,  

 and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.ò  

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, ñLetôs go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has told us about.ò  So they hurried off and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  

 

Growing up with the common practice of family devotions is a 
treasured memory of mine.  It fostered a simple faith, and grew my 
capacity for discovery and wonder.  Growing up on a farm brought 
many of those bible devotion stories to life.  I learned planting, 
growth, harvesting, animals, birth, life, and death.           

One December evening my brother and I were off to the barn.  
¢ƘŜ ŘǊŀǿ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǿ ƪƛǘǘŜƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƪȅ ǿŀǎ 
clear and the stars were shining so brightly.  To six year old and four 
year old imaginations the North Star looked like the Star of long ago 
Bethlehem.  The snow sparkled on the moonlit path to the barn.  It 
ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ƻƭŘ ōŀǊƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΧƳŜ ƻƴ Ƴȅ 
knees, my brother standing on my back, wrestling to un-hinge the pin 
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that held too tightly.  Success was granted after much tugging and the door swung open.  Dust 
floated on the light streaming in the windows and the smell of horses greeted us as we en-
tered.  Everything was quiet as we made our way to the steps that led to the haymow.  Then a 
strange wooden object caught our eyes.   The thought of kittens abandoned, we made a detour 
to the space under the steps.  Grabbing hold of wood legs, jerking, pulling; the object finally 
stood in the middle of the barn floor.  Now we were covered in hay and dust, nevertheless 
filled with a sense of accomplishment.  I looked at my brother and my brother looked at me.  
We could not believe what we were seeing.  Could it be?  No way. But, it looked like the pic-
ǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōƻƻƪǎΧƛǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎŀǊŘǎΧƛǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
picture on the Advent calendar.  How did it get here - in our barn?  We blinked.  It was still 
ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  aȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǳƭǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊŜŘΣ άLǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳΦ  Iƻǿ 
ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ōŀǊƴΚέ  L ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ōǳǘ ƘŀŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƴ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ȅŜƭƭƛƴƎ 
ŦƻǊ ŘŀŘΦ  ά/ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜΦέ   

Our dad made his way out into the cold evening, being pulled by two excited children.  
Two children who were sure they had discovered the treasure of the world.  Once again in the 
barn we all knelt in front of the manger.  Dad brushed it off with his gloved hands and ever so 
ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōŜŘ ōǳǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƳŀƴƎŜǊ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ Ŏƻǿǎ ǿƘŜƴ 
he was a little boy.  Two small faces fell with the realization their great find was nothing but 
common wood and nails.  Quickly wise father words were spoken.  He went on to explain that 
we were like the shepherds who went out at night looking for a baby in the manger.  Paul and I 
ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΧŘŀŘ ǿŀǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎΧǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ōŀōȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ     

.ǳǘ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎΧŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǳǎΣ ά5ƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΚέ   
²Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǿŀǎΣ άƴƻΦέ  
ά²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎΚέ 
ά¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘŜŜǇΦέ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŜƭǎŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻΚέ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ  {ƻ ŘŀŘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘǳƎ ŀƴŘ 
led us back to the house.  Once inside and warm, we opened the bible and read the account of 
ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎΦ  Lƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƎŜǊ ōǳǘ ŘŀŘ ǊŜŀŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΧ 
 

ñWhen they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them 

about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.ò 

 

¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŜƭǎŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻΚέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΣ άǘƘŜ 
ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎ ǘƻƭŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΦέ 
 
Blessings and peace in the New Year 
Joy Walter, Office Manager 
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The Annual Meeting of the Congregation is scheduled for  

Sunday, January 30, 2011 at 9:30 a.m. in the Celebration Center.   

 

The Annual Meeting will approve the budget for 2011 and also highlight 
ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƻǊ ά!ƴƴǳŀƭ {ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
tƭŀƴέ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǿŜ ƛƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŦƻǊ 
2011.  The congregation has exciting goals for 2011 and our conversation 
together at this meeting keeps members in the information loop and pro-
vides important feedback. 

 

The Annual Meeting on January 30 will be preceded by a  

Forum on Sunday, January 23 at 9:30 a.m.  

 

The Forum will present information that will be covered at the Annual 
meeting and provide time for questions and answers.  Members have told 

the Church Council they wish for more time to ask questions and reflect on information prior 
ǘƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǾƻǘŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ    ²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǳƳ ƻƴ άaƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀǘ [// ŦƻǊ 
нлммέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ  !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
be available to members of the congregation on Sunday, January 16. 

LCC 

Annual Reports Due Wednesday, January 5, 2011 

Annual Reports Available to Congregation Sunday, January  16, 2011 

Annual Report Forum Sunday, January 23, 2011 at 9:30 am 

Annual Meeting Part II Sunday, January 30, 2011 at 9:30 am 

Important Dates at a Glance 
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Vision | Mission | Commitment ς Phase 3 
 

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ [//Ωǎ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ μ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ μ /ƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘπ
ship focus we will survey the congregation for an update 
of Time and Talent participation for the coming year.  
Time and Talent is an important part of our ongoing stew-
ardship support for the mission and ministry that we do 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 
 
The LCC Stewardship Team has planned a series of information opportunities to assist mem-
bers in learning about the many places to serve within the congregation and community. 
Temple talks during the worship service on January 30 and February 6 will provide a founda-
tion for our serving as a part of discipleship.  A Time and Talent Forum on February 6 at 9:30 
a.m. will outline the many ways to serve and review the content of the survey that we are 
asking all members to complete.  On February 13 we will receive the completed Time and 
Talent surveys as part of the offering at each of our worship services. 
 
You can prepare for the survey by considering ways you would like to participate in ministry 
within the congregation as well as our outreach to the community.  There are many opportu-
ƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ 

Time and Talent Survey 

òHelping Families at Christmasó Wrap Up 

 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŜƭǇ ŀ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΚέ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Cross. It was heart warming to see the excitement of mem-
bers as they chose those they would like to buy Christmas 
gifts for. Our family of faith provided 102 Christmas gifts for 
the families we were assigned and provided $400 in Addi-
tional Gift Cards for other families. Because of the Holy 
Spirit touching us with a willingness to serve others, those 

we served had a more blessed Christmas.  
 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦέ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ нрΥпл 
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Our schedule for January is:  5th, 12th, 19th, 
and 26th.  Dinner begins at 5:30pm and is 
served until 6:30pm.  Our meal this day will 
ōŜ ¢ŀŎƻǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛȄƛƴΩǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎƛƎƴ ƛƴ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ 
arrive.  Free will donations are taken at the 
counter.  We encourage anyone who partici-
pates in Wednesday evening activities 
(choir, bells, Bible School, or confirmation) 
to attend dinner.  We also invite anyone 
who would like to attend for some mid-week 
fellowship to join us as well.  If you have any 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ WŀƴŜǘ ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Ministry at (218)961-2012. 

SOS - Sudden Opportunity for Service 
 

The SOS groups are the people who serve lunches for funerals here at LCC.   

With a new year coming up, we need to meet to evaluate and  

reorganize for the coming year.   

New members are needed.   

Please consider joining this group.   

We'll meet January 6 at 10 AM at the church.   

Questions?  Call Sharon Ingvoldstad at 963-3829.   
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Stretch and Pray  
(resumes January 4, 2011) 

Would you like to be Relaxed, Refreshed, Renewed and Ready  
to Meet the Day with God at Your Side!  

 
Join us for Stretch and Pray Tuesdays at 9:15am in Chapel Hall.  

 

Lutheran World Relief  
Coffee, Chocolate and Tea Sales in Celebration Center  

January 9, 2011 
 

Stop by the Fair Trade table during Sunday  
coffee fellowship and purchase some  

Coffee, Chocolate, or other Fair Trade Products.  

άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎ YƛŘǎέ-  

January Benevolence of the Month 

Forum on January 9th at 9:30 in Chapel Hall 

Cheryl Schrader  guest speaker 

 

Helping Honduras Kids (HHK) is a not-for-profit organiza-
tion in the USA and Honduras that helps orphaned, aban-
doned and abused children of the north coast area of 
Honduras. They are currently helping about 200 children 

with food, clothing, education and health needs. 

 

The project is to ship a 40 foot container filled with humanitarian items to HHK, to include food 
ŦǊƻƳ άCŜŜŘ aȅ {ǘŀǊǾƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ трл ƭōǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŘŜǊŜŘ ƳƛƭƪΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
goal is to raise $1500 to get a match from Wal-Mart.  Checks can be made out to LCC with HHK 
on the memo line. 

LCC Happenings contõd 



Page 7 

Wednesday 
January 12, 2011 

10:30 am  
Chapel Hall 

 
ALL ARE  

WELCOME! 
 

Session Five 

¢ƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΥ  ά²ƻǊǎƘƛǇέ 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǳƴƛǘŜǎ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΣ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǾƛŘŜǎ ǳǎ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  
Go into almost any congregation and there will be discussions about what went well at 
ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘȅƳƴΣ ǿƘȅ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƻǊπ
gan, Holy Communion every other Sunday...the list goes on. 

¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ƴƻƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ 
many and varied ways.  Please join us as we discuss what is central to  worship for us and 
wrestle with the difference between having unity in our worship and uniformity in our 
worship. 

 

Theme verse:  ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǊ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ 
spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship Him.  God is spirit and those 
ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ DƻŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǘƘΦέ 

John 4:23-24 

The People of God 
. . . Unity in the Midst of Diversity 
Study found in  
Lutheran Woman Today 
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LCC Happenings contõd 

USA Today "Thought-provoking...[Stockett's] pitch-perfect depiction of a country's gradual 
path toward integration will pull readers into a compelling story that doubles as a portrait of 
a country struggling with racial issues...This is already one of the best debut novels of the 
year." 

Three ordinary women are about to take one extraordinary step.  Twenty-two-year-old 
Skeeter has just returned home after graduating from Ole Miss.  She may have a degree, but 
it is 1962, Mississippi, and her mother will not be happy till Skeeter has a ring on her finger. 
Skeeter would normally find solace with her beloved maid Constantine, the woman who 
raised her, but Constantine has disappeared and no one will tell Skeeter where she has gone. 
Aibileen is a black maid, a wise, regal woman raising her seventeenth white child.  Something 
has shifted inside her after the loss of her own son, who died while his bosses looked the 
other way. She is devoted to the little girl she looks after, though she knows both their hearts 
may be broken.  Minny, Aibileen's best friend, is short, fat, and perhaps the sassiest woman in 
Mississippi. She can cook like nobody's business, but she can't mind her tongue, so she's lost 
yet another job. Minny finally finds a position working for someone too new to town to know 
her reputation. But her new boss has secrets of her own.  Seemingly as different from one 
another as can be, these women will nonetheless come together for a clandestine project 
that will put them all at risk. And why?  Because they are suffocating within the lines that de-
fine their town and their times.  And sometimes lines are made to be crossed. 

Please 

Join Us! 

 

LCC 

Book 

Discussion 

Tuesday, 

January 18 

1:00 pm 
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Join us on January 21  

at 12:00 pm for a time of laughter  

and fellowship! 
 

Hosts for January are: 

Del and Marvel Ring 

Marcia Turcotte  

Join us beginning January 25, as we study passages from Genesis, Isaiah, Mark, Acts, Ephesians, 
Hebrews, and 1 John to learn more about angels and the role they have in our lives.  Sign up in 
the office so books can be ordered (cost $6.00).  If you have questions please contact Colleen 
Both.   

Tuesday Bible Study - will resume January 25 

 

¶ The word angel occurs more than 250ς times in 
scripture. 

¶ нп ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ сл ōƻƻƪǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ 

¶ Jesus himself referred to angels as real beings who 
were involved in every realm of human activity. 

¶ The Bible makes it clear that angels fall into 2 dis-
tinct groups - holy angels of God and angels who fol-
low Satan.   

Potluck Guide: A-G    Hotdish 

   H-N    Salad 

   O-Z Dessert 

* See 2011 Hosting Schedule on page 27   
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Mary Martha Circle 
Please join us on Wednesday, January 26,  

1:00 pm in Chapel Hall,  

ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ   

We will be studying,  The People of God: Worship.   

This lesson can be found in Lutheran Woman Today.   

Lutheran Church of the Cross will be serving the monthly 
tea at Bethany Nursing Home on January 20th.  Please 

contact Carolyn Blanck at 963-7660 if you would  
be willing to help serve this event.  

You will be blessed by this opportunity to serve. 

Bethany Tea January 20th, 1:30pm 

Lutheran Church of the Cross   

January 10 (4 hour refresher course) 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

January 24 (8 hour full course) 8:00 am to 4:30 pm 

January 28 (4 hour refresher course) 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 

The Driver Improvement course is open to the public; however, pre-
registration is suggested but not required.  We do not ask for your 

driverõs license number, the Department of Public Safety or the MN Highway Safety & Re-
search Center does not require it.  The fee for the four hour refresher course is $20.00 and 
the eight hour course is $24.00. 
 

For more information or  to register, call  
TOLL FREE 1-(888)-234-1294. 

Driver Improvement Course 
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The Christmas events  

are over.   

Family and friends  

have gathered.   

The holiday foods  

have been enjoyed.   

The presents have been opened and suitably admired and appreciated.   

The concerts and programs and worship services and decorations  

have kept us busy and in the holiday mood. 

  

And now it's time  

to get back to normal,  

right?   

Maybe getting back  

to normal isn't  

as easy  

as it sounds. 

  

 

 

What is normal when the doctor has given you bad news?   

What is normal when your child is in trouble?   

What is normal when there is no work for you? 

A Stephen Minister can help you sort out all the feelings when normal is no longer part of 
your world.  A Stephen Minister can listen to you on your worst days and laugh with you 
when it's a good day.  A Stephen Minister can't make things better, but a Stephen Minister 
can be a rock in the middle of life's storms, bringing a reminder that God is present with you 
in any circumstance. 

  

Could you use a rock to lean on?  To learn more, please talk to Cindy Hannem or Pr. Bruce. 

Stephen Ministry 
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Thank you, Thank you, Thank you! 

Dear Lutheran Church of the Cross, 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƻ [ǳǘƘŜǊ /ǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
to people of all ages.  Blessed Christmas to you all! 
 
Sue Gustner and LCBC Board of Directors 
 

Dear Mary Martha Circle, 
Thank you for the wonderful time of fellowship at your yearly Christmas Pot-
luck on December 7th.  We enjoyed the delicious food and laughter.  Your 
ministry to Lutheran Church of the Cross is appreciated by all. 
Blessings, 
LCC Church Staff  

To our church family  

Thank you to everyone for your kind words.  Your prayers and condo-
lences have been greatly appreciated.  We will miss my mom so much, 
but she is in a better place. 

With Love, 

Lee, Nancy, and Emily Wangstad  

Dear Lutheran Church of the Cross, 
I am so grateful for all the caring gifts so many of you have blessed me 
with during my successful recovery from back surgery.  My sincere 
thanks to you all.   
 
May God bless you. 
JoAnne Dayton 
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Thank you to everyone for your prayers, cards, letters, and care  
packages during my one year deployment to Iraq with the army.   
Also, thank you for your support of my wife Karen and two sons,  
Gannon and Gabriel.  We are so fortunate to have such a caring  
church family.  God bless you all. 
 
Bryan Raguse 
U.S. Army (Ret.) 

Dear Lutheran Church of the Cross, 
Many thanks for your support of LSS Brainerd/Baxter programs in 2010.  
We have been able to support over 100 youth, 500 families and individuals 
with housing and homeless needs, as well as many others in energy assis-
tance, counseling, and more.  We are blessed to have your support. 
 
In Christ, 
tŀǘǊƛŎŜ hΩ[ŜŀǊȅ 

We thank our great decorating 

crew under the direction of Jim 

{ƘŜǊǿƻƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ ά¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜŜ 

IƻǳǎŜΣέ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ŘŜŎƻπ

rated Sanctuary and Narthex!  

Your time, work and effort 

greatly added to the experience 

of worship and wonder in the 

season of Advent and Christmas.  

Thanks also goes to Al and Sue 

Schmidt for the trees donated 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ά[ƻǾŜ [ŀƪŜ ¢ǊŜŜ 

CŀǊƳΦέ   
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In 2011 we will be honoring volunteer groups from 

our church instead of individuals.  I would appreciate 
if the congregation members would make an effort to 
thank the members of these groups each month for 

their faithful service to  
Lutheran Church of the Cross.   

 
Our choir members faithfully come to rehearsal each week and raise their beautiful 
voices in praise to the Lord during our Worship services each Sunday.  They also sing 
at special events and deliver a fantastic concert at Christmas each year. 

May God bless each member of the Senior Choir for the blessings they bestow upon 
our congregation.   

Arlene Rice,  Lay Ministries Coordinator 

 

JESUS LOVES YOU!  
 

Parents of Kindergarten and Pre-school Parents 

Mark your calendars 

Our next Messy Brunch will be Sunday,  

February 13th, 11:30 am. 
 

Look for more details in the February Newsletter. 

Postcards will be mailed in January. 

First Third of Life - Messy Brunch 
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1. Gary Rosenberg 

2.  

3.  

4. Nathan Maier, Delbert 

Schmidt  

5. Denise Aune, Richard 

Carlson, Diane Hillman, 

Pat Mc Cleary, Isabelle 

Olson, Stewart Sawdey 

6. Joshua Decker 

7. Kara Hansen, Gary 

Severson, Shelby Smith, 

Suzanne Whipple 

8. Marjorie Bloom, Dakota 

Glendening, Cindy Hare, 

Cindy Parker, Allen Rud 

9. Karlyn Gordon, Alan   

Hudalla 

10. Brendan Hiles 

11. Larry Stark, Ann Straub 

12. Randy Hoghaug, Joy   

Potthoff, Gretchen    

Wittwer 

13. Everill Holland, Kenneth 

Rasinski 

14.  

15. Robert Davies, Carol 

Galstad, Jenna Rabas 

16. Gerald Augustine 

17. Polly Heins, Steve 

Lienke, Jackie 

Rosenberg, John Taylor 

18. Lloyd foster, Allison 

Kosobud 

19. Elaine Haugen, Mark 

Mortenson 

20. Christopher Cogan,  

Sandra Potthoff 

21. Lana Jensen, Justin 

Pape 

22. Cooper Hiles, Milton 

Johnson, Charlaine 

Perkl, Roger Pierson 

23. Molly Baker, Betty   

Bruning, Mike Hintz,        

Elizabeth Schwanke, 

William Weik 

24. John Gauerke, Karen 

Meixner 

25. Corrina Brown, Allyssa 

Dunlap, Hannah          

Mc Allister 

26.  

27. Jolene Foster, Peter    

Larson, Mallory Maine, 

John Manthe 

28. Bill Ingvoldstad, Matt 

Oseland, Dianne       

Wermager 

29. Benjamin Anderholm, 

Hannah Oelke, Everett 

Robb 

30.  

31. Ann Lanz, Rebecca 

Melby, Janet Skogen 
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The 5:30 pm Saturday Services  

have been discontinued until  

Saturday, May 7, 2011 at 5:30 pm.   

 

If you have any questions, please contact  

Pastor Bruce at 963-2564. 

Pastoral  

Acts 

Baptism 
Isabelle Audrey Smith 

Born:  February 1, 2007 
Baptized:  November 27, 2010  

Baptism 
Noah Joseph Smith 

Born:  May 28, 2008 
Baptized:  November 27, 2010  

Death 
Harriet Nordby 

Died:  November 29, 2010 
Memorial Service:  December 3, 2010 

Death 
Lorraine Kopischke 

Died:  November 17, 2010 
Memorial Service:  November 22, 2010 
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Gustavus Adolphus College Wind Orchestra 

LWR Kit Ministries & Quilts- Faith In Action Projects 
January 2011 Mission Kit-Sewing Kits 

 
By our involvement in assembling kits and making 
quilts for Lutheran World Relief we partner in a min-
istry to provide for those in need all over the world. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ [²w aƛǎǎƛƻƴ Yƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜǿƛƴƎ 
Kit. Each year, Lutheran World Relief distributes 
thousands of sewing kits overseas. Many are used in 
vocational training programs to teach young men 

and women sewing skills that they can use to earn an income. 
 
The following items are included in each sewing kit: 
ϝн ȅŘǎΦ ƻŦ слέΣ о ȅŘǎΦ ƻŦ ппέƻǊ п ȅŘǎΦ ƻŦ осέ ǿƛŘŜ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ƻǊ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ōƭŜƴŘ ŦŀōǊƛŎ 
*1 pkg. (10-15) needles for hand sewing 
*1 spool thread to match fabric 
*6 - мл ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘǘƻƴǎ όм ŎŀǊŘύ όмκнέ ǘƻ оκпέύ 
 
Why not assemble a Sewing Kit today? Your generosity and compassion will provide hope for 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ CƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ [ŀǳǊƛŜ [ŀǊǎƻƴ ŀǘ фсо-2348 

 
 

LCC will host Gustavus Adolphus College Wind Orchestra Students: 
coming to the Brainerd Lakes Area on Saturday,  

January 29, 2011.   
 

LCC will join a number of ELCA congregations in the area as hosts for the students  
who are a part of this musical ensemble.   

We will need 6-8 people to provide housing  
for the evening of January 29.   

If you are open to being a host please call  
the LCC office (963-2564).  

and let us know of your availability. 
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"Revelation and the End of All Things" 
 

 
 
 
 

February 25 - 26, 2011 at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Brainerd 
Keynote Presenter: Dr. Craig Koester from Luther Seminary 

 
There are a myriad of breakout sessions for men with varied interests and hobbies.  It is a great 
opportunity for worship, fellowship with others, and to grow in the faith! Other presenters in-
clude,  Bishop Tom Aitken and Doug Haugen, Executive Director for Lutheran Men in Mission 
Reduced rates are available for first time attendees and men under 35.  If you have questions, 
please contact Chuck Nielsen via email cdn747@tds.net or phone 218-821-7361.  A registration 
form can be found at:  http://www.nemnsynod.org/ - click on Events and Registration tab.   

NE MN Synod Lutheran Men in Mission 2011 Retreat 

Lutheran Church of the Cross to Host  

World Day of Prayer March 4th, 2011 

 

Since 1920 Christians have come together across denomina-

tional borders to pray for peace and justice around the world 

on World Day of Prayer held the first Friday of March. Each year 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ нлммΩǎ 

prayer service is brought to us by the people of Chili. The theme 

ƛǎ άIƻǿ aŀƴȅ [ƻŀǾŜǎ IŀǾŜ ¸ƻǳΚέ .ǊŜŀŘ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ōǊŜŀŘ ƛǎ ŀ 

universal sign of hospitality. How many loaves have you? What are your gifts? What can you 

share?  These are questions to ask ourselves as we reflect on the meaning of the theme. Lu-

theran Church of the Cross has the privilege of hosting the 2011 World Day of Prayer in our 

area. Prayerfully consider contacting Carolyn Blanck to volunteer to assist with this ecumenical 

opportunity for everyone. We look forward to you hosting and worshipping with us on World 

Day of Prayer, Friday March 4, 2011. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=crj6kwbab&et=1103894860156&s=944&e=001A0NirZh76foCC4VPzr8z8uWXL70CmFYNEHcgGjIOd4NWwf82rCoTPTySOPNy8uuhjaoeNl3JEWksRxshpPJL0lsLNOAqLOcbKuZT-oBZIsegqgBqnuB67w==
mailto:cdn747@tds.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=crj6kwbab&et=1103894860156&s=944&e=001A0NirZh76fqO6SuBGxAeFgigt1LObuqeVaGdEysVvlpVoPXPOqMksKC-WztN50XBBbLasIVLEh-x37lpMriwLfjgtgmdf_klWVMoc4r7R2Z30Rt93DphD0pdnYoPth9hq_ScRCKzFSjVozAopRWlT8z7F2l5Xw0J7qH_V1SJvcAhoSxia8WMZqIrUwzUrUF


Present: Carol Smith (President), Erin Karlgaard (Vice President), Colleen Both (Treasurer), Ron Thorson 
(Outreach), Tom Larson (Property), Jean Kraft (Congregational Life), Pam Sandlin (Youth), Rick Jensen 
(Secretary), Pastor Bruce, Pastor Glenn. 
 
²Ŝ !ǎǎŜƳōƭŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ bŀƳŜ (Fireside Room) 
Devotions, Pam Sandelin 
 
Officer Reports  
1. Call to Order, Carol Smith 
2. {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ wƛŎƪ WŜƴǎŜƴ ς Approval of October Council minutes. Approved (M/S - Karlgaard/

Both) 
оΦ  ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ /ƻƭƭŜŜƴ .ƻǘƘ ς !ǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ !ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ όaκ{ - Jensen/

Thorson) 
 
Old Business 
1. Distribution of VMC Funds Vote, Colleen Both (this will have to be dealt with under New Business #1) 
2. Transition Team Update, Pastor Glenn 
 - Forum was well attended. Good feedback and conversation has been happening.  
 - Action groups are busy and committed. 
 - On schedule with the goals originally set. 
 
New Business  
1. Budget 2011, Colleen Both 
 - The entire proposed budget for 2011 was presented with rationale and some alternative scenarios. 

Council will be meeting again January 9th to approve the budget for presentation at the congregational 
meeting on January 30. 

 
Report Offerings 
I.  Interim Senior Pastor, Pastor Glenn 
Goals for Second Quarter:  October 14, 2010 ς December 31, 2010 
1. Word and Sacrament Ministry which includes focus services of Thanksgiving, Christmas, Blessing of 

Households and Advent services. 
2. Pastoral presence and leadership with Stewardship Committee 
3. Follow through for Vision | Mission | Commitment Phase 1,2 and 3 
4. Complete Nominating Committee work for Nov. 21 elections 
5. Assist with Budgeting process for 2011 as budget interprets mission and ministry 
6. 15 One-on-One home visits 
7. Review  Position Descriptions with each staff member 
8. Complete Annual Reviews of staff 
9. Transition Team: Pastoral Leadership in Transition Process with special attention to Mission/Vision/

Core Values 

LCC Council Highlights for December 16, 2010 
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10.  Encourage/Support process in formation of Mission-Vision-Values statements  
11. Begin to work with Council in  Governance Structure/Constitution/By-laws with completion of de-

sign by June 30, 2011 
12.  General Pastoral Care 
 
Completed or in process: 

¶ Vision | Mission | Commitment Phase 2 completed and phase 3 (Time and Talent) in process 

¶ Worship and Music: Completed a new Thanksgiving service format and introduced Mid-week Ad-
vent services. 

¶ Completed all service planning through January 9 and continue to work three months ahead in wor-
ship planning coordinating with appropriate staff and W&M.  

¶ Worship and Music Committee reviewed 5:30 p.m. Saturday service as requested by Council with 
decision to take a break until May 7.  

¶ Work with Stewardship Committee to implement new structure for year-round stewardship goals of 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΤ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΤ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 

¶ Transition Team: Continue to give focal attention to work of the team and of the Action groups with 
encouragement for process. 

¶ General Pastoral Care with worship, visitation, one-on-one conversations, consulting etc.  

¶ Personnel Committee: Continue process of updating Job Designs and prepare instrument for Annual 
Reviews with consistent follow-up format. 

¶ Administration: Staff Annual reviews, etc. 
 
ϝϝϝ/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ tŀǎǘƻǊ DƭŜƴƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭƻǿŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ нлмл ŦƻǊ нлммΦ !ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ 
(M/S - Karlgaard/Thorson) 
 
II.  Associate Pastor, Pastor Bruce 

¶ As of this writing we have four families who will be joining as new members, probably before Lent 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƻƴ !ǎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ фΧ 

¶  Visitation continues and our shut-ins are getting visited.  Six visits to shut-ins, seven hospital visits, 
three new member visits, along with pre-marital counseling with three different couples, grief coun-
seling and funeral planning.  Our Eucharistic ministry team visited one couple during November.  A 
second Eucharistic minister started visits in December.  At this point we have three Eucharistic 
άǘŜŀƳǎέ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǾƛǎƛǘǎΦ   

¶ As part of their curriculum this year, our ninth grade confirmation students each received $5 during 
November.  The idea, as in years past, is to give our students an idea as to what they can do as indi-
viduals, and even more, what they can do when they combine their resources.  Confirmands have 
begun raising funds for this project, selling cookie mix, decorations and gift wrapping.   

¶ Continuing education ς preliminary report.  I attended a training program led by Peter Steinke at 
Luther Seminary on December 1-нΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ άŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŜπ
ƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ōȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ άƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭέ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ  LΩǾŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
with Pastor Glenn and will be putting together some ideas to present to Pastor Glenn and possibly 

Page 23 



to the transition team and council.  There were several interesting points that were made during the 
presentations which I will briefly share with you.   

1.  First the drop in church membership (overall) parallels the drop in belonging to other groups 
 e.g., service clubs, as well. 

2.  Second, the point was repeated emphasized that overall people are more interested in satisfac-
 tion than salvation ς this of course has direct bearing on churches including ours. 

3.  ²Ŝ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ άŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
 ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ tŀǎǘƻǊ DƭŜƴƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άƳƛƴƛ-council-ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘέ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōŜŀǊ
 ing on us directly in that we need to know and accept that transformation brings crisis, that 
 people will resist the transformation to a missional church.  The key concept here, however, is 
 ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƴƻǘ ƻǳǊǎΦ  !ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ 
 the process.  Our  looking/desire for certainty is rooted in anxiety.  I have much more informa-
 tion to share after the first of the year, but this is more-or-ƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǇǇŜǘƛǘŜΧ 

 

¶ Our Wednesday family nights, which started during October including a brief family/children ori-
ented worship service with a short children-directed homily each night, are continuing at this point.  
Pastor Glenn and I incorporated these services into our Advent services which although starting 
slow with attendance of about 40 people each night, have been well received by those who attend.  
Attendance however is a concern especially when I think about how many people are here on 
Wednesday evenings. 

¶ Our Six Marks of discipleship preaching and teaching series ended Sunday, November 9.  Pastor 
Glenn and I took turns preaching and conducting forums between services.  The forums have been 
well received by those taking part, but attendance was disappointing, averaging about 20 people 
per forum. 

 
ϝϝϝ/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ tŀǎǘƻǊ .ǊǳŎŜΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭƻǿŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ нлмл ŦƻǊ нлммΦ !ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ 

(M/S - Karlgaard/Both) 
 
III.  Youth, Pam Sandlin 

¶ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ƘŀŘ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛŦǘΦ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴƎ 
included the Heritage House and the Crossroads community just behind the church. 

¶ Sunday at 4:30 will be the live nativity. Come one come all! 

¶ Lefse fundraiser went really well τ not even too much of a mess in the kitchen afterward. 

¶ Confirmation youth are doing a fundraiser for Amanda LaMere. 
 
IV.  Congregational Life, Jean Kraft 

¶ The Thanksgiving dinner went really well. Thank you to all that were involved. 

¶  It is not too early to start thinking about Lenten suppers!  A Coordinator(s) will be sought to organ-
ize the overall suppers.  We have always had good attendance at our suppers, but new ideas are 
always welcome to keep it fresh.  A potential Supper Coordinator(s) to work with Jean to organize 
helpers for each week would be much appreciated! 

 

Page 24 



Page 25 

V.  Personnel, Erin Karlgaard 

¶ Personnel committee has met and worked extensively on creating a new employee evaluation form, 
which is now complete. Employee annual reviews for all staff are being scheduled for end of Dec. 

 
VI.  Property, Tom Larson 

¶ Thanks to Jane Nemitz & Sally Hodgkin for cleaning both kitchens. 

¶ Plans are in place for stained glass windows in the front entryway of the church. Donated by Joy 
Potthoff and will be designed by Burt Caswell. 

 
VI.  Music and Worship, Pastor Glenn for Jenny Stubbs 

¶ Worship and Music Committee reviewed 5:30 pm Saturday service as requested by Council and 
have made the decision to take a break until May 7. The last Saturday service until May 7 will be this 
Saturday, December 18. 

 
VII.  Outreach, Ron Thorson 

¶ ¢ƘŜ .ŜƴŜǾƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎ YƛŘǎέΦ /ƘŜǊȅƭ {ŎƘǊŀŜŘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
here on January 9th to present more information at a forum between services. One of  their goals is 
to provide money to buy powdered milk for a large container that they will ship later in the year. Wal
-Mart will match up to $1500 in donations. There is also a wish list of  other items that are needed 
ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ DƭŜƴƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ /ƘŜŎƪǎ  can be written to LCC with (HHK) 
on the memo line. 

¶ The Benevolence of the Month for March will be the Lakes Area Food Shelf. 

¶ Thank you to Carolyn Blanck and Elsa Windh and all the LCC families that helped to get the wonder-
ful number of gifts to the Christmas Families this year. 

 
Closing Prayer 
Meeting Adjourned 
 
All are welcome at Council meetings. Approved minutes and approved financial reports are available in 
the church office to any member upon request. If you would like to have something on the Council meet-
ing agenda, please submit it in writing addressed to President Carol Smith and delivered to Joy in the 
church office no less than one week prior to the monthly Council meeting. The Council meets the second 
Thursday of the month. If the request is submitted less than one week prior to the next Council meeting, 
it will be addressed at the following monthly meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Rick Jensen 
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November 2010 was a disappointing month.  Envelope and loose offering averaged 
$7460 per Sunday versus $9853 per Sunday in November 2009.  As a result expenses 
exceed revenues by $7772 for the month and $1908 year to date.  We need a very 
strong December to make budget and end the year in a positive financial position. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Colleen Both, Treasurer 

Treasurerõs Report 
 November 

Actual 

2010 Year  

to Date 

2010 Budgeted 
Year to Date 

Difference 

Dollars 

Income     

Budgeted Income 31,037 414,631 452,375 (37,744) 

Program Income 1472 5084  5084 

Benevolence Receipts  75 2093  2093 

Total Income 32,584 421,808 452,375 (30,567) 

     

Expenses     

Benevolences 3443 36,224 34,508 1716 

Salaries/ Benefits 29,364 271,986 306,214 (34,228) 

Operating 4540 81,638 77,367 4271 

Ministries 2134 29,622 34,286 (4664) 

Program Expenses 875 4264  4264 

Total Expenses 40,356 423,716 452,375 (28,659) 

     

Net Excess/Deficit (7772) (1908)  (1908) 
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Fifty Plus Potluck Guide for 2011 

Fifty Plus Hosts for 2011 

 Month A-G H-N O-Z 

January Hotdish Salad Dessert 

February Dessert Hotdish Salad 

March Salad Dessert Hotdish 

April Hotdish Salad Dessert 

May Dessert Hotdish Salad 

June Salad Dessert Hotdish 

July Hotdish Salad Dessert 

August Dessert Hotdish Salad 

Sept Salad Dessert Hotdish 

October Hotdish Salad Dessert 

November Dessert Hotdish Salad 

December Salad Dessert Hotdish 

Date Hosts 

January 21st Del and Marvel Ring, Marcia Turcotte 

February 18th Bill and Carol Campbell, Tom and Marlene Larson 

March 18th Bruce and Jan Benson, Carole and Lyle Steffenson 

April 15th Don and Rosemary Kraus, Mark and Judy Swenson, Ron and Sue Whipple 

May 20th Bill and Sharon Ingvoldstad, Robert and Ruth Maples 

June 17th  4 needed 

July 15th - at the 
!ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 

Cliff and Jeanyne Hess, Lyle and Carole Steffenson, Bob and Sherry Warneke 

August 19th 4 needed 

September 16th  Gerry and Emelie Augustine, Dave and Marie Olness, John and Linda Youngs 

October 21st Jim and Diane Eitrheim, Dick and Barb Peterson 

November 18th 4 needed 

December 16th  Dick and Kate Carlson, Maureen and Buzz Johnson, Sharon and Jerry Leese 
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Happy New Year!  Welcome back to Sunday School.  I 
pray everyone had a wonderful time sharing the love and 
Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ  hǳǊ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ 

ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ōŜƭƻǿΦ  ²Ŝ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ό{ǇŀǊƪ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Bible or Spark Bible) with their children and read the Scriptures before class days.  This is a 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘόǊŜƴύ ŦƻǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 
time.  Maybe you or your child will have questions about the Scripture.  If so, please do not 
hesitate to contact Pastor Bruce or Pastor Glenn for clarification.  Here is our Scripture sched-
ǳƭŜ όǇŀƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜΦύ 

Childrenõs Ministry Team Meeting  

Date Story Bible {ǇŀǊƪ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ 

January 2 Jesus the Word John 1:10-18 Page 240 

No Regular Sunday School this day.  Ÿ 

January 9 WŜǎǳǎΩ .ŀǇǘƛǎƳ Matthew 3:13-17 Pate 242 

January 16 The Lamb of God Matthew 1:29-42 Pate 246 

January 23 The Disciples Matthew 4:12-23, 9:9-13, 
10:1-4 

Page 258 

January 30 The Beatitudes Matthew 5:1-12 Page 264 

All Students will meet in Chapel Hall this day.  Ÿ 

Sunday School  

¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ¢ŜŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ пth, 2011,  
at 6:30pm in the Fireside room.   

Parents of Sunday School age children are 
encouraged to attend. (All team meetings 

are scheduled for the first Tuesday of 
each month in the Fireside room.) 
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I would like to extend a thank 
you to the Women of the ELCA 
ǿƘƻ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 

ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻƴƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ {ǘƻǊȅ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ 
the Sunday School program.  Many Bibles were given out before Christ-
mas and there are more.  If you have a child in the Sunday School pro-
gram (Preschool thru second Grade), please see Janet on Sunday morn-
ƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ŀ {ǇŀǊƪ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘκŀǳƴǘκ
uncle/godparent and you would like to give one as a gift, please see 
WŀƴŜǘ ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ όнмуύфсм-2012 or janet@lccnisswa.org.    
Extra bibles can be purchased for $16.00.  Checks should be made pay-
able to LCC with a memo note:  Spark Story Bible. 

Spark Story Bibles 

Now that we understand the basics about the Bible, we  
ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ 
beginning January 5th.  We will meet in Chapel Hall at 
6:00pm. I would like to encourage everyone who attends 
Bible School to join us for dinner between 5:30pm and 
6:00pm.  If you have any questions, please contact Janet 
ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀǘ όнмуύфсм-2012 or 
janet@lccnisswa.org. 

 
Our 5th and 6th Grade  
Sunday School students are learning much this year about giving of 
ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƻǊ άǎŜǊǾƛƴƎέ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜ 
these attitudes in our students when they serve, January 23rd, for Coffee 
Hour.  We are looking for a few parents to assist Erin and help guide the 
students this morning.  If you can help, please let Erin know and plan to 
arrive for set up by 8:30am.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Janet. 

mailto:janet@lccnisswa.org
mailto:janet@lccnisswa.org


Page 30 

 

Peaceful and Practical Parenting,  

an afternoon presentation with author Rick Gertsema,  

Sunday, January 30, at 1:00 PM. 

           

Dr. Rick Gertsema is a psychologist in the St. Mary's/Duluth 
Clinic health system.  He will be at First Lutheran Church in 
Brainerd on Sunday, January 30 at 1:00 PM for a presenta-
tion for parents, grandparents, teachers, neighbors  and 
anyone who works with children on peaceful and practical 
parenting.  The presentation is open to the community.  A 
social time with coffee and bars will take place from 1:00-
1:30, presentation from 1:30-2:30 and book signing and 
conversation with the author following.  A small fee of 
$2.50 per person is the cost for this event.  Books will be for 
sale at the event.  For more information, call the FLC office 
at 829-9552. 

Do Something Special for Your Spouse  
 

Register for a Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend and show how much you care.   

All marriages benefit from taking some quality time together. 
 

The weekends run from Friday at 7:00 pm to Sunday at 5:00 pm and include two nights lodging 
plus five meals at a comfortable hotel. Four presenting couples, 
including a Lutheran clergy couple, give a series of presentations 
followed by questions the couples discuss in the privacy of their 
hotel room. There is no counseling or required group sharing.  
 

The next Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekends in Minnesota 
are February 11-13 in Brooklyn Center (think Valentines); March 
11-13 also in Brooklyn Center and April 8-10 in Duluth. Please 
register a month in advance.  For more information, contact 
Dick & Judy Dehnel at 952-432-3105, Pete & Phyllis McMahon at 
763-561-1575 or visit www.godlovesmarriage.org. 

 

http://www.godlovesmarriage.org

