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GOOD MORNING & WELCOME TO LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS! 
Welcome to worship as we come together in praise and thanksgiving to our living Savior!  

Holy Spirit, blow through our church with power.  Open our hearts to follow your call. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, but that 
expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The 
ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Our Lord’s contemporaries hoped for the time “to 
stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas  
celebration, a second coming, and the advent of our Lord in word and supper. 
 

PRELUDE     “Wachet Auf, ruft uns die Stimme,” J.S. Bach          
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH      “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” vs. 1      HYMN #240 
 

As we light our advent candle 
We thank you for the hope you give. 

As we prepare for Christmas time 
Light of the world, shine on us. 

 

In this world of pain and darkness, 
Bring hope to our hearts. 

To all the people who don't know you, 
Light of the world, shine through us. 

 

Jesus you are coming again, 
Help us to live in the hope you bring. 

In our service here today, 
Light of the world, light the way. 

 
GATHERING HYMN                   “Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying”                          HYMN #436 
(please stand, as you are able) 

      
  
 
       



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

If we say we have not sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may      
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the refining fire of the Holy Spirit, 
and the peace of God, which surpasses understanding, be with you all. 
And also with you.     
 

KYRIE                  HYMN #154 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE                         “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”  vs. 1                     HYMN #251 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening 
dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
(please be seated) 
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE                       Pr. Drew Bakken 
 

HYMN  (10:30)   “Children of the Heavenly Father” (vs. 1)        HYMN #781 
  

BAPTISM  (10:30)    Martin William Baker                              page 227 
  

HYMN  (10:30)   “Children of the Heavenly Father”  (vs. 4)        HYMN #781 
  
 



MUSICAL OFFERING  (8:15)      “Oh, Come, Oh, Come Emmanuel,”  T. Bandy                        Sr. Choir 
          (10:30)  “Advent Carol,” J. Lindh              King’s Kids 
    

FIRST READING                Jeremiah 33:14-16 
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts 
righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s 
future name—“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that the Lord is even now working           
salvation for Israel. 
 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah.  In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  In those days       
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 
called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 
  

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                                          1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude 
for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the 
people of this growing church. 
 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God        
because of you?  Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and  
restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
   Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you.  And may the 
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love 
for you.  And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our 
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   “He Came Down” vss. 1 & 2        HYMN #253 
(please stand as you are able)  
 

GOSPEL                                       Luke 21:25-36 
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great 
day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given 
strength to stand boldly and receive God’s promised redemption. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 



[Jesus said:]  “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.  People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  Then 
they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory.  Now when these 
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near.” 
   Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees;  as soon as they sprout 
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near.  So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.  Truly I tell you, this             
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away. 
   “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and 
the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come 
upon all who live on the face of the whole earth.  Be alert at all times, praying that you may have 
the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
(please be seated) 
 

SERMON              “Prepare”                                                       Pr.  Drew Bakken 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                            “Blessed Be the God of Israel”                        HYMN #250 
        (please stand, as you are able on the last verse) 

   

APOSTLE'S CREED                          
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,    
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

(please be seated)         
 

OFFERING            “Wake, Awake,” P. Manz  

 

OFFERTORY                      “In the Bleak Midwinter”   vs. 3            HYMN #294 

   (please stand as you are able) 



OFFERING PRAYER 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our 
very lives.  Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your 
Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

Equip your church, merciful God. Secure our roots in the soil of your eternal word. Ease our       
worries and remove our shame. Grow our faithfulness and let your steadfast love blossom among 
us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Feed the hungry, living God. Gather our harvest into a feast for our neighbors. Move us to nurture 
those who are bereaved and lonely. Empower those living with HIV/AIDS and all who are sick. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Increase our joy, wondrous God. Plant thanksgiving in our hearts and multiply the good fruit of 
our outreach ministries and creation care programs. Guide us in our service to local and global 
neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

In thanksgiving, we remember all who have died and now rest in your glory. Hold all who mourn 
in the comfort of your eternal light, and bring us to delight in the new life you promise. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these prayers and those            
unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
   

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER      
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 



COMMUNION          “Once in Royal David’s City”         HYMN #269 
            “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”         HYMN #276 
       “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”        HYMN #282 
          

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have feasted again on your endless 
love.  Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, that we may be messengers to prepare 
your way, harvesters of justice and righteousness, and bearers of your eternal Word, our Savior 
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one another and for all, 
and strengthen your hearts until the coming of our Lord Jesus.  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and 
Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SENDING HYMN                             “People, Look East”                        HYMN #248  
 

POSTLUDE            “Wake, Awake,” J. Ferguson 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #24150.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Christian Copyright Solutions Worshipcast License #7366  
 

Today we welcome  

Martin William Baker 

into the family of God. 

Join us in rejoicing with her parents 

Mike & Chloe Baker  

And sponsors 

Jeremy & Molly Sobtzak  



Church of the Cross Office 
218.963.2564 
Office Hours 

Monday  - Friday 
8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Email: lcc@lccnisswa.org 
Web Site: lccnisswa.org 

Lutheran Church of the Cross 5064 Co. Rd. 13  Nisswa, MN 
218-963-2564  www.lccnisswa.org  lcc@lccnisswa.org 

Music Ministry/Organist 
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Lay Ministries Coordinator  
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   Laura Raedeke 
Bell Choir Director 
 Judy Rickbeil  
King’s Kids Director 
 Carol Smith 
ELCA Global Missionary 
 Pr. Bradn Buerkle 

DIRECTORY 

Pastors 
           Rev. Drew Bakken 
           Rev. Kari Williamson  
 Youth and Family Ministry 
     Zach  Malecha 
 Custodian 
 Clint Baker 
 Office Manager 
   Laurie Hemish 
 Children and Family Ministry 
    Kari Erickson 
 Financial Secretary 
   Karen Wiele 

Organist 

 

Advent 

Wreath 

 Cathy Taylor 

 

 8:15   David, Sara, Emily & Dane Smith  

10:30 Jason, Stacey, Avery & Addison Gorr  

Acolytes 

  8:15    Brea Eckes, Tyler & Aron 
Hushagen  

10:30    Jayley Andresen, Scarlett 
& Vanessa Anderson  

Greeters 
 8:15    Bob & Rhoda Trafas 
10:30   Rob & Loretta Norgon 

Scripture 
Readers 

 8:15     Don Karlgaard 
10:30    Hilary Johnson 

Musical           

Offering 

8:15     Sr. Choir directed by Brian Stubbs 
10:30   King’s Kids directed by Carol Smith 

Sound 
Room 

 Bob Olson 

Ushers 
 8:15     Pete Mogensen, Chuck Klang 
10:30    Dave & Julie Anderholm 

Fellowship 
Hour/ 
Brew Crew 

 Sr. High serving fresh baked 
rolls! 

Worship 
Coordinators 

  8:15    Jane Nemitz 
10:30    Darrell Paske 

Nursery  Heather Grell 

Comm. Asst 
  8:15   Randy & Marsha Thomson 
10:30   Dave & Esther Endicott 

Altar Guild  Darrell Paske, Brad Swanson 


