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September 13, 2020
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:15am & 9:30am
Bluegrass Worship in Celebration Center



FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 13, 2020, 8:15 & 9:30 AM
Lutheran Church of the Cross, Nisswa, Minnesota
Rev. Drew Bakken

GOOD MORNING & WELCOME TO LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS!
Welcome to worship as we come together in praise and thanksgiving to our living Savior!
Holy Spirit, blow through our church with power. Open our hearts to follow your call.

Thank you for joining us for worship today. Although you will find the words for the hymns printed in
the bulletin, we ask you to prayerfully follow along and perhaps hum, but refrain from singing.

Offering baskets are located by the doors. You may place your offering in the basket as you are
ushered out at the end of the service. Thank you.

INTRODUCTION

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the
judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-
seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and
sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

PRELUDE “Hallelujah, I'm Ready”
Refrain
Hallelujah, (I’'m ready) I’'m ready, (Hallelujah) | can hear the voices singing soft and low.
Hallelujah, I'm ready, Hallelujah, I’'m ready to go.

1. Inthe darkness of night, not a star was in sight
On the highway that leads down below
But Jesus came in and saved us all from sin
Hallelujah, I’'m ready to go.

2. Sinners don’t wait before it’s too late
He’s a wonderful Savior you know
Well, | fell on my knees and he answered my pleas

Hallelujah, I’'m ready to go.
Public Domain

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN “In The Sweet By and By”
1. There’s a land that is fairer than day, and by faith we can see it afar;
For the Father waits over the way to prepare us a dwelling place there.

Refrain
In the sweet by and by, we shall meet on that beautiful shore;
In the sweet by and by, we shall meet on that beautiful shore.

2. To our bountiful Father above, we will offer our tribute of praise,
For the glorious gift of His love, and the blessings that hallow our days. Public Domain
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (please stand as you are able)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another
before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep
your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us
again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has
made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of Jesus
Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.

Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the refining fire of the Holy Spirit, and the peace of God, which
surpasses understanding, be with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE “I Saw the Light”

1. I wandered so aimless life filled with sin.
| wouldn’t let my dear Savior in.
Then Jesus came like a stranger in the night.
Praise the Lord, | saw the Light.

Refrain

| saw the Light, | saw the Light.

No more darkness, no more night.
Now I’'m so happy, no sorrow in sight.
Praise the Lord, | saw the Light.

2. | was afool to wander and stray.

Straight is the gate and narrow the way.

Now | have traded the wrong for the right.

Praise the Lord, | saw the Light.

CCLI Song #45064©1948 Renewed 1975 Sony/ATV Acuff Rose Music; CCLI License #818662

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts
of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
(please be seated)

BAPTISM (9:30) Thea Kay Strother, daughter of Amy Peeters and Clinton Strother



READING Genesis 50:15-21
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done
against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do
good and save many lives.

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: | beg you, forgive
the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive
the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then
his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph
said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am | in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to
me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So
have no fear; | myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them,
speaking kindly to them.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Glory, Glory, Hallelujah!”
(please stand, as you are able)

Glory, glory, hallelujah! Since | laid my burden down.
Glory, glory, hallelujah! Since I laid my burden down.

Feel like shouting, “Hallelujah!” Since | laid my burden down.
Fell like shouting, “Hallelujah!” Since | laid my burden down.

Public Domain

GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests
human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often
should | forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, | tell you,
seventy-seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents
was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his
wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees
before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him,
the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out,
came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat,
he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience
with me, and | will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he
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would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because you
pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on you?’
And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from
your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
(please be seated)

SERMON “Forgiveness” Pastor Drew Bakken

HYMN OF THE DAY “This World is Not My Home”
(please stand as you are able during the last verse)

1. This world is not my home I'm just passing through
My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue
The angels beckon me from Heaven’s open door
And | can’t feel at home in this world anymore.

Refrain

O Lord you know | have no friend like you

If Heaven’s not my home then Lord what will | do?
The angels beckon me from Heaven’s open door
And | can’t feel at home in this world anymore.

2. Just up in Glory Land we’ll live eternally
The saints on every hand are shouting victory
Their song of sweetest praise drifts back from Heaven’s shore

And | can’t feel at home in this world anymore.
Public Domain

APOSTLE'S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



OFFERING baskets are located by the doors. You may place your offering in the basket as you are
ushered out at the end of the service. Thank you.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
“The Spirit Intercedes For Us” HYMN #180

*The Spirit intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words to express oh, oh, oh.
Larry Olson©1989, Augsburg Fortress; Dakota Road Music; Onelicense A-704268

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; make it a
place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation classes
and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth. Lord, in your mercy, *

The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion on your
creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal,
renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, *

Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our hearts when
we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom. Lord, in
your mercy, *

Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we are
tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a community of
mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,

God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face uncertainties
around coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or
in isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work
caring for others puts them at great risk. Guide us as we consider how best to prepare and
respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, schools, and communities. Give us courage to
face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you
abide with us always. Lord, in your mercy, *

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
(please be seated)



BENEDICTION
Mothering God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and
life. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “I'll Fly Away”

1. Some glad morning when this life is o’er, I'll fly away.
To a home on God's celestial shore, I'll fly away.
Refrain
I'll fly away, O glory; I'll fly away.
When | die, hallelujah, by and by, I'll fly away.
2. When the shadows of this life have grown, I'll fly away.
Like a bird from prison bars has flown, I'll fly away.
3. Just a few more weary days and then I'll fly away.
To a land where joys shall never end, I'll fly away.
CCLI Song #26339; Albert E. Brumley©1932 Hartford Music Co.; CCLI License #818662
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “This Little Light of Mine” HYMN #677

1. This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine; (3X)
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

2. EVv'rywhere | go, I'm gonna let it shine; (3X)
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

3. Shine for all to see, I'm gonna let it shine, (3X)

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
Public Domain

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #24150. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Christian Copyright Solutions Worshipcast License #7366
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Thank you for joining us!
Please take time to quiet your heart and mind as
you prepare yourself for worship today.

If you have questions about LCC, please feel free to call Pastor Drew at 218-963-2564.

We are now in Phase 3 of our Reopening Plan, in-person worship Sunday

Services will be held in Celebration Center at 8:15 am and 9:30 am. Kids of

the Cross Worship will take place in the Sanctuary at 9:30am for children,

Kindergarten through Grade 6.

Online (ONLY) worship will continue to be streamed at 10:30 am.

Wednesday Evening Worship resumed on Sept. 9 at 6:20pm. All in

attendance are encouraged to bring their own Bible, as the sermon will be

teaching-based, with an Adult Bible Study with Pr. Drew following the service. At 7 pm, Route 56,
Confirmation, and High School Youth Group will meet, with all groups wrapping up by 7:30pm
(starting dates for these groups will be emailed to participants.)

Meeting the Jewish Paul in 1 Corinthians:
Episcopalians and Lutherans in Conversation
Sunday Morning ZOOM Bible Study with George Martin,

9:15am - 10am
Sept. 13 - Dec. 13 — Registration Required

BIBLE STUDY

Drawing together folks from three congregations and two denominations is exactly what Paul would
call for as a way to express unity. (Hint: that’s a main theme of his letter!) Taking a chapter a Sunday
we will explore the teaching of Paul from his Jewish perspective, albeit informed by his experience of
the Risen Messiah. George Martin brings to this class his extensive research into Paul’s letters. Heis
writing the forthcoming book Paul Found in His Letters. (Publication in 2021) To be part of this class
send an email to geoinmn@gmail.com. You will receive weekly invites to the next Zoom meeting

and notes for each class.

Thank you to all who have donated funds for our
new church sign. We will continue fundraising
efforts for the new sign, which will be installed in

LUTH E RAN October. If you are interested in contributing to the

C H u RC H cost, please mail your donation to LCC at PO Box 29,
Nisswa (LCC New Sign in the memo line.) Please call
0 F TH E C R O S S or email the church office with any questions. We
ELCA have currently raised over $14,000

of the $24,550 needed.
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Lutheran Church of the Cross - News and Notes

September 13—September 20, 2020

PRAYER Peduests

LCC Members: Marilyn Wottreng, Anna Marie Haberer, Mike & Bonnie Dunker,
John Wallin, David Pederson, Dennis Hins, Don Anderson, Keith Both, Gregg Gerhartz,
Jana Campbell, Jackie Knutson, Lowell Liebenow, Vickie Reph, Sarah Aga, Sue Pratt, Bill Campbell,
Mark Boesen
Friends & Relatives of LCC Members:
Julie Nilssen Cobb (sister of Kari Erickson), Bob Wallin (cousin of John Wallin), Steve Foy (son of
Eleanor Foy), Jessica Mezzenga-Parks (niece of Susan Mezzenga), Katie Francour (granddaughter of
Bob & Peg Beck), Jane Solhjem (mother of Cathy Taylor), Bryce Eaton (friend of Dagny & Chuck
Trucano), Brian Larson & Ann Jones (friends of Pete Mogenson), Darlene Sederstrom (sister-in-law
of Darrell & Candy Barnack), Judi Smieja & Brady Feist (friends of Jana & Brent Campbell), Emily
Otto (sister of Pam Poston), Ryan Fischer (friend of Lenny Hodgson & Pete Mogenson), Mark
Minger (friend of the Campbell Family), Maury Mogenson (uncle of Pete Mogenson), Ken Ganske
(friend of Marv & Elvera Pelkey), Betti Labs (mother of Lea Anderson), Tobias Walter (grandson of
Joy Walter), Merrill Semingson (brother of Lorrie Anderson), Joan Goggins (sister of Diane
Fogarty), Chris Weiss (son-in-law of Gary & JoAnn Rivers), Joan Nyhus (sister of Maureen Schmidt),
Brandon Cram (grandson of Mary & Dave Cram), Lucille Schellin (aunt of Pete Mogenson), Lori
Dowd (daughter of Lois Jensen), LCC members in care facilities, all veterans and active servicemen
and women, and those struggling with mental health or addiction issues.

Please call the church office to make updates to the prayer list.

‘) (_U/b\// Today we welcome
. g&a\ Thea Kay Strother
T mr—— into the family of God.
\—-‘-’" . . s = .
A —— | Join us in rejoicing with her parents
_L\/ Amy Peeters and Clinton Strother,
/ \ and sponsors
“ S CJ and Nicole Peeters.

¢SEG {GdzRe YSSia 2y 2SRySaRrRl&a |
Wear a mask and practice social distancing; we will meet in the Celebration Center.
Contact the church office if you would like to become a member of this group.
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SUN, 9-13:
8:15

9:30

9:30
10:30

7:00

MON, 9-14:
8:30
10:00

TUES, 9-15:

9:00
10:00

WED, 9-16:

8:30
10:00
4:00
6:20
7:00
7:00

THURS, 9-17:

8:30
10:00
4:00
7:00

FRI, 9-18:

10:00

9-19:
6:30

9-20:
8:15
9:30
9:30

10:30

11:40
7:00

SAT,

SUN,

THIS WEEK AT LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS

September 13—September 20, 2020
B-days: Melissa Bestul, Vivian Bolt
Bluegrass Worship

Bluegrass Worship &
Baptism

Kid's Worship
Bluegrass Worship—
Streaming Only

Drive Thru Communion
TODAY, September 13th
11:45 am—2pm in the
rear parking lot.

HS Zoom Chat

B-days: Anthony Nelson, Tanya Nelson
Staff Meeting & Prayers
Facebook Live Devotion

B-days: Wyatt fink, Roland Johnson, Aurie Smith,
Clinton Strother

Computer Lab

Facebook Live Devotion

B-days: Emily Aga, Diane Baker, Serenity Kottke, Ally
Oium, Oliver Olson-Tims, Dennis Ricklefs, Marty Schwab
Text Study

Facebook Live Devotion

Creation Care Team

Worship

Route 56

9th Grade Confirmation Orientation & 7th & 8th

Grade Small Groups

B-days: Sally Hodgson, Matthew Mailand, Caroline
Rasinski, Sandy Strom-Gieseke

Thursday Morning Centering Prayer

Facebook Live Devotion

9th Grade Online Orientation

A.A. in Memorial Garden

B-days: Jorgen Bjerkness, Mindi Brill, Alanna LeBlanc,
Fern Schmidt
Facebook Live Devotion

B-days: David Maccabee
Confirmation Faith Sharing

B-days: Carl Boeder, Stephanie Nelson

Worship in Celebration Center

Worship in Celebration Center

Kid’s Worship in Sanctuary

Online Worship—Streaming Only

Affirmation of Baptism Service in Celebration Center

HS Zoom Chat
10

Lutheran Church
of the Cross
Daily Bible Reading
from Lectionary A
Mon., Sept. 14, 2020
Numbers 21:4-9
1 Corinthians 1:18-24
Psalm 98:1-4
Tues., Sept. 15, 2020
Genesis 49:29-50:14
Romans 14:13-15:2
Psalm 133
Wed., Sept. 16, 2020
Genesis 50:22-26
Mark 11:20-25
Psalm 133
Thurs., Sept. 17, 2020
Nahum 1:1, 14-2:2
2 Corinthians 13:1-4
Psalm 145:1-8
Friday, Sept. 18, 2020
Nahum 2:3-13
2 Corinthians 13:5-10
Psalm 145:1-8
Sat., Sept. 19, 2020
Zephaniah 2:13-15
Matthew 19:23-30
Psalm 145:1-8




Children and Family Ministry News

Starting September 6, all children, Kindergarten through 6th grade are welcome to join us
for Kids of the Cross Worship at 9:30am each Sunday morning in the Sanctuary. We will
practice social distancing and wear masks. All music will be via video, with kids doing
motions only. This service will run concurrently with the regular worship service that will
be held in Celebration Center. Preschoolers are welcome to join us if accompanied by an
adult. Any questions, let Kari know!

Families are invited to join us on Wednesday evenings as worship and programming
resumes. Worship at 6:20pm in the Celebration Center. Route 56 will meet in Chapel
Hall immediately following the service and will end at 7:30pm. Families are encouraged
to attend worship, as part of the sermon will involve teaching the night’s lesson— all ages
bring your bibles! Route 56 will start meeting on Sept. 16.

Zach’s Blurb n /lccyouthnisswa O) @zachfromchurch

Ministry Highlight:
Fantasy Football draft is complete—good luck to all!

Coming Up:

il
Sundays 7pm - High School Youth Group - ZOOM
Tuesdays 3pm - Tuesday Afternoon Gaming - Discord
9/16—9th grade Confirmation Orientation

e B

9/20—AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
9/23—Confirmation begins!
9/27—Kart Kountry

” Creation Care Green Tip

X .° According to the Minnesota-based Land Stewardship Project analysis of the

g ree nt I p scientific literature related to soil health and climate change, agriculture is
! a major contributor to emissions that impact climate change - accounting

for 9% and 24% of U.S. and Minnesota greenhouse gas emissions, respectively. The study,
"Farming to Capture Carbon & Address Climate Change Through Building Soil Health," finds that
humans must act to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 25% by 2030 to limit global
average temperature increases to less than 2 degrees centigrade. Since 58% of organic matter is
carbon, the more organic matter in soil, the greater its potential to store greenhouse gases.
Carbon-rich soil can be built up in a matter of a few years by having managed rotational grazing
of cattle (instead of factory farms), annual cover crops (to keep soils healthy), diverse crop
rotations and reduced tillage, which would potentially lower Minnesota crop and livestock net
greenhouse gas.
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Thanks to our Worship Assistants!

Musicians

Murry Holmstrom, Cathy Taylor, Jim Natwick
Kevin Lattu, Erica Bjelland, Chris Fogderud, Kris Smith

Worship Coord.

Sally Hodgson, 8:15; Ron Halligan, 9:30

Sanitizing Crew

Dorothy Setterholm
Maureen Schmidt

218.963.2564
Office Hours
Monday - Friday
8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Limited during Covid-19
Email: lcc@lccnisswa.org
Web Site: lccnisswa.org

Tech Support Zach Malecha
Ushers Jed & Angie Klein, 8:15; Jim & Cheryl Swanson, 9:30

) MAA(LE- ‘FP;ITH‘FUL As we rejoice in celebration of a

WH baptism today, let us keep our

#R (XUJNG youth who will celebrate their
BAP '|Z D ‘\}—OUBQt Affirmation of Faith next Sunday

C-H-&“ (Hﬁ.DDﬁN in our hearts and prayers.
DIRECTORY
Church of the Cross Pastor Lay Ministries Coordinator
Office Rev. Drew Bakken Sally Hodgson

Children and Family Ministry Senior Choir Director
Kari Erickson Brian Stubbs
Youth and Family Ministry =~ Organist
Zach Malecha Laura Raedeke

Custodian Bell Choir Director
Clint Baker Judy Rickbeil

Office Manager King’s Kids Director
Laurie Hemish Carol Smith

ELCA Global Missionary
Pr. Bradn Buerkle

Financial Secretary
Karen Wiele
Music Ministry/Organist
Cathy Taylor

Lutheran Church of the Cross 5064 Co. Rd. 13 Nisswa, MN

218-963-2564

www.lccnisswa.org lcc@lcenisswa.org
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