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As I prepare to turn my calendar forward to the month of July, I must admit that it feels
as if I just recently turned it from May to June, marveling at how quickly the end of the school
year seemed to come! My prayer is that each of you has found your summer rhythm along with
opportunities for renewal on your journey through June, and that this may continue as we move
into July.
As I ponder renewal and rest, the word that comes to my mind is Sabbath, which in turn,
causes me to think about creation.
And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and rested on the
seventh day. --Genesis 2:1
God rested from his work, giving us the gift of Sabbath (day of resting).
Perhaps like me, you may struggle with this God-given gift of a day of rest. After all, the
‘to-do’ list doesn’t get any shorter just because it’s the Sabbath. We may feel under continual
pressure to stay busy, and may not feel we have the luxury to allow ourselves permission for
time of renewal. Our calendars are full- and we are constantly checking them. We have
calendars on our walls, in our vehicles, purses, and totes – even on our computers and phones.
For some of us, a full calendar is an indicator of value or importance. Is this something that we
have come to feel proud of – being busy??
Sabbath may be defined as refuge; time set apart; time to reflect; time away from
ordinary rhythms and daily schedules. Yes, this can mean a “day of rest”, but it can also mean a
Sabbath afternoon, a Sabbath hour, or a ten minute Sabbath break. Anytime we stop for rest
and renewal (and feel good about it) – anytime we ponder the question, “Where have you seen
God”? Think of Sabbath as a spiritual assignment of sorts – to find rest, renewal and
reconnection with God. It’s a mindset – a time to unplug from daily distractions (good and bad)
and REST a while and enjoy this gift God has given us.
My prayer for you this month, my friends, is that you find Sabbath rest, renewal, and
delight. And may God’s peace be with each of you.
Blessings,
Pastor Kari
PS—watch for more details coming soon regarding a bible/book study including conversations
about Sabbath!!!
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OTHER IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS/DATES:
July 1 & 15:
July 9, 16, 23, 30:
July 4:
July 8-11:
July 10:
July 11, 18, 25:
July 11:
July 14:
July 15-18:
July 16:
July 17 & 18:
July 17:
July 18:
July 21:
July 21-26:
July 21:
July 22:
July 25:
July 26:
July 28:
July 28:
July 31-Aug 11:

Suicide Loss Survivor Group 7:00 pm
Computer Lab 9:00am—1pm
OFFICE CLOSED—HAPPY & SAFE 4TH OF JULY
Operation Sandwich
Gather Together Study 10:00
LCC Camp Yap a Lap (walkers) 9:00 am
Summer Stretch
Forum—Sacraments Change Everything 9:30am
Nisswa Safety Town 9:00 am—noon
Book Discussion 1:00 pm
Mini Mission Trip
Creation Care Meeting 4:30 pm
Church Council 7:00 pm (note date change)
Forum: Lakes Area Music Festival
Youth Trip to Boundary Waters Canoe Area
LAMF Concert—Altius String Quartet 7:30 pm
Brewing Theology 7pm
Nisswa Garden Club Festival of Tables 12:00
MN Driver Improvement Class 12:00
Outdoor Worship 10:30
Good Samaritan Butterfly Release 2:00 pm
LAMF Rehearsals

Thank you

to Bob Burns, Bob Olson & Ron Reph for all their hard
work in the sound/media room.
We need your help! We are looking for sound room volunteers
during Sunday & Wednesday worship services and as needed for
special events. Training provided. Rotating schedule.
Please contact Pastor Drew if you are interested.

If you would like to receive weekly eblast notifications, please email Laurie at
laurie@lccnisswa.org with your email address you wish to receive notices on.
If you have changed your phone number, only use your cell number, changed your mailing
address, etc., please let us know so we can correct your information in our database.
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Treasurer's Report - Financial Summary 2019 General Fund
% YTD of

May

YTD

Annual

Annual

Budget

Budget

Income

$ 58,885

$ 263,839

$

650,397

40.6%

Expenses

$ 55,571

$ 278,459

$

650,397

42.8%

Difference

$ 3,314

$ (14,620)

$

0

In the month of April our expenses were greater than our income by ($7,570).
Thank you for gifting our ministry together. You make sure Worship
space is provided; pastor, musicians, and staff are compensated; ministry
supplies are bought; etc. By your general offering today, you are making
sure that such ministries as Operation Sandwich, VBS, Summer Stretch
and many others are blessed by your Christian love. Thank you!
To give with your mobile device, scan the QR code to the right.

FUNERAL
Virginia D. Eiden
Born: May 30, 1922
Died in Christ: March 26, 2019
Service of Life and Resurrection: June 15, 2019
Lutheran Church of the Cross
Pr. Kari Williamson, Officiant
BAPTISM
Corbin Otto Mrsola
Born: July 9, 2018
Baptized: June 16, 2019
Parents: Abe & Rachel Mrsola
Lutheran Church of the Cross
Pr. Kari Williamson, Officiant

FUNERAL
Sandie Tricker
Born: October 31, 1939
Died in Christ: June 22, 2019
Service of Life and Resurrection: June 29, 2019
Lutheran Church of the Cross
Pr. Kari Williamson, Officiant
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CHILDREN &

WE HAD A FANTASTIC WEEK OF
VBS….HERE ARE SOME HIGHLIGHTS:

Thanks A MILLION to the following for donating snack items for VBS:
Jean Kraft, Darrell Paske, Jenny Niggeler, Becky Melby, Bonnie
Stevens, Heather Grell, Sherry Pape, Bev Lawyer, Marilyn
Wottreng, Pat Birznieks, Lori Olson, Julie
Fillbrandt, Vonnie Strand, Liz Brandanger,
Pam Johnson, Karen Raguse, Judy Rickbeil,
Vicki Reph, Paula West, Connie Peterson,
Teryl Rusch, Ann Bergin.
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FROM ZACH'S DESK:
I sit here in my office, just a few days before Ellie and I take off on an adventurous road
trip around North and South Dakota. We will camp most nights. We will lose cell phone
reception after we leave Fargo. We will be off the grid.
Summer. Reset. You know how there’s that joke in the technology world, “Did you try
turning it off and turning it back on again?” I think that works for life too, except, it’s not
a joke. It’s important.
Summer brings a different kind of busy-ness to a youth director’s life. I have a friend
who calls it a “gear-shift”. We go the same speed, just in a new gear. We have different
opportunities for new ministries. More lunches. More coffees. More service projects.
More overnights. More spontaneous.
Going off the grid for a few days will be super important to reset my own “jellies” (as
Detective Pikachu would say).
I am also so excited that our youth are making the same decision in a month (July 21 to
be exact) as we go into the wonderful world of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness. They will have the opportunity to explore the silence, nature and even God
in a whole new way. We will work hard as a group and come back as a whole new
group. We will press reset on our own lives, and come home with a new energy for life.
Two or three times a day, we will pause to reflect on God’s interactions with us.
Jesus teaches us to take this time by his actions in the Gospels. Over and over again,
we read that Jesus goes away to pray alone. He steps away from all of the hype and
chaos of the culture to spend time with God.
How can you do that this summer? Stop for a few days. Reflect on the beauty of God.
And reset yourselves in the midst of God’s presence.
In peace,
Zach

Our LCC Summer
Stretch Crew and
Friends. :)
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We have a super unique July this year! Here is some of what we will be doing!
Mini-Mission Trip - July 17 - 18 Thirteen of us, including nine confirmation youth, will take
an adventure to Minneapolis/St. Paul. We will collaborate with Service Learning Camps,
led and created by Don Marsh, a youth ministry guru. We will serve at a soup kitchen, do a
large service project, reflect together, and even see the Twins win. Please pray for us as
we prepare for this journey.
BWCAW - July 21 - July 26 Seven of our youth (and Zach) with open hearts and minds
will journey into the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. We will struggle, learn,
experience God, and come out as a stronger team. We are so excited for this adventure.
You will notice that adventure trips will become part of our high school tri-annual rotation,
next to more traditional mission trips and the National Youth Gathering.
Luther Crest - July 28 - Aug 3 Twenty six of our youth will be attending Luther Crest Bible
Camp this summer! A hefty majority of them will attend the week of July 28. Kari E. and I
will join them for a week of fun and faith formation. This is seriously one of the most
important ministries that we do. Thank you for your generosity this year to make it happen!

VBS Crew Trainers had a great afternoon at Pirates Cove!

Valley Fair Mighty Mouse Selfie!
Dayle, Aron, and Logan.
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July 14
“Sacraments Change Everything!”
On July 14th we continue our journey looking at This Change Everything.
The theme for the forum July 14th is Sacraments Change Everything.
Sacraments are a means of Grace. The sacraments are ways that God
meets us and we can taste, feel and see God’s love in a very and
tangible way. Come for a lively conversation about Holy Communion
and Baptism and what they mean to you. Sacraments Change
Everything.
July 21
“Lakes Area Music Festival”
Scott Lykins and Taylor Ward, Festival Directors
A highlight of our Lakes Area summertime will be back for its 11th season, the Lakes Area Music
Festival. Scott Lykins and Taylor Ward will join us at LCC again this summer with everything we
need to know about concert dates, musicians performing, background on music to be played, and
some samples of the music will ring through the Brainerd Lakes Area in the following weeks. This is
a world-class festival in our backyard!
Come welcome Brainerd Area’s own Scott Lykins and honorary Minnesota Taylor Ward, and relish
the opportunity to get up-close-and-personal with the co-founders of this phenomenal musical
event.

Join us for Grilling & Good News on Wednesdays
this summer. “Pastor Drew and the guys” will be
grilling burgers and hotdogs, starting at 5:45 pm,
followed by worship at 6:20 pm outside or in
Chapel Hall. Come as you are, all are welcome!
GUYS: if you are willing to be part of “the crew”,
see Pr. Drew.
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Music Notes
July 2019
What is “Liturgy”? and the “Gloria”
Liturgy refers to the form or order of service which we use in
our Christian worship services. The liturgy we use today is
derived from the German Mass that Martin Luther published in
1526. It followed the form of the Catholic Mass. It was designed to give order to the service,
but not intended for all parts to be used at all times. The German Mass was completely chanted,
except for the sermon. The function of the mass according to Luther was to make the people
hear the word of the Lord. It was translated from Latin, the language used for the Catholic
Mass, to German to enable the “common” people to understand the word.
This month, we will focus on the “Gloria” or as we call it “Hymn of Praise”. The Gloria is a
Christian hymn also known as the Greater Doxology and Angelic Hymn. It follows the “Kyrie” in
the service. The text begins with the words that the angels sang when the birth of Christ was
announced to shepherds in Luke 2:14.
The text has developed into what we use today: “Glory to God in the highest, and peace to
God’s people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father. We worship you, we
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord
God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; you are seated at the
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.”
This month of July we will use various tunes for our Hymn of Praise. Some will follow the above
text, others will be a general hymn praising God, our creator, Savior and comforter. We will use
the Gloria from our Setting Two; one of our favorites “You Are Holy” Hymn 525; the Gloria from
Setting Eight; and a new one-“Yours, Lord, Is The Glory” Hymn 849.
Soli Deo Gloria-To God be all Glory!
Cathy Taylor, Director of Music
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Summer Pickup Choir
As in the past few summers, we will offer a
chance for anyone to join us for a "pick up"
choir to sing at our services.
This is a great opportunity for all of you
who cannot join us during the rest of the
year, including our summer guests who
love to sing. We sing one piece that can
easily be rehearsed by all prior to the
service. We always sing on the second
Sunday of the summer months.
Our next two Sundays to sing will be July 14 and August 11. We will meet in the choir room at
9:45 on those days and sing for the 10:30 service only.
Questions: Cathy Taylor 763-607-4282 or cathytlcc@gmail.com
Psalm 98:1 O sing to the Lord a new song for he has done marvelous things.

Summer Outdoor Worship
We would like to invite you to join us for our outdoor
Sunday worship services to held on the last Sundays of
June, July and August. Only two left, July 28 and
August 25. On those dates we will have our traditional
worship service at 8:15 in the Sanctuary. Then we will
move outdoors (weather permitting) for the 10:30
service in the Memorial Garden. Our worship band will
lead the 10:30 service.
We will have chairs set up, but if you prefer to bring
your own (or a blanket) please feel free.
On Wednesdays, we continue our Wednesday worship
with a meal at 5:45 and service at 6:20. We will try to
have most of those services outdoors as well.
Join us for both Sunday and Wednesday Outdoor
Worship in our beautiful Minnesota outdoors.
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Thursday Morning Prayer
8:30 – 9:30 in the Sanctuary
When I look at the your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon
and the stars that you have established; - Psalm 8:3
Psalm 8 is a beautiful psalm that reminds us how wonderful
and creative God is. When I read verse 3 my mind always wanders
back to my parent’s cabin and the opportunity to sit on the dock at
night and see the dancing sky. As I watch the dancing sky, I am also
reminded that God knows me, loves me and walks with me as God
also walks with you, knows you and loves you. That is the gift of
Thursday mornings…an opportunity to sit, reflect and pray and give
thanks to God for God’s love and how God journeys with us. See you on Thursday morning at 8:30.
—Pastor Kari

Enjoy these Psalms written by our confirmation groups:
Seventh Grade Girls “Superstars”
Thank you God – for always putting us
first. Surrounding us with family and
friends. Giving us strength to play
activities, learn in school, enjoy the
simple things in life. Thank you for food
and shelter. Continue to guide us with
positive influences and help us make
good decisions. Please protect us and
take away all of our worries. Amen

8th Grade Girls
Loving God, thanks for the wonderful relationship
you’ve given us. Thank you for giving us food and
water. Thank you for all creatures, great and small.
Thanks for letting us do the things we love. Sports
makes us happy. Help us to remember that you are
everywhere. Thanks for giving us hope in life. Lord,
please help us to always stay kind and be the best
version of ourselves.
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Join us for the cinematic event of the decade as we kick off our new
programming year on Sept. 8 at 9:30am in the Celebration Center.
Features include:
POPCORN FAITH
GAMES AND ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES
SNACKS
TAKE HOME PARTY FAVORS
AND MORE!!!!
...additional info coming soon!!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR VBS 2020….
We will journey west on the Rocky Railway, learning
how Jesus’ Power Pulls us Through!
Join Bible Buddies Ramsey the ram, Ava the hawk,
Sierra the cougar, Finn the rainbow trout, and
Lawrence elk. Each day we will explore how Jesus’
power helps us:
 To do hard things
 To give us hope
 To help us be bold
 To allow us to live forever
 To be good friends

JUNE 8—12, 2020—9AM—12NOON

Are you a Thrivent member? If so, did you know that you qualify
for two Action Grants per year? These $250.00 grants may be
applied for online and may be used for fundraisers or other church
-sponsored activities. If you have any questions, please ask an
LCC staff member (or contact your Thrivent rep) for assistance.
It’s a great way to support our ministries!
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VOLUNTEERS – WE APPRECIATE YOU!!
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION SUNDAY THANK YOU!
A very special thank you to our LCC Staff and Council
Members who stepped up to assist at both of our
worship services and coffee hour on June 9th so that our
volunteers could have the “day off”. Appreciate
all of you for your commitment to LCC!
WORSHIP COORDINATORS AT LCC – We could really use more Worship Coordinators – please
consider helping out! Our 8:15 Worship Coordinators take care of unlocking doors and turning
on lights throughout the building and making sure all worship assistants are in place. Our
10:30 Worship Coordinators make sure the 10:30 worship assistants are in place, turn off all
the lights, lock the doors and other details for us. These Worship Coordinators are a great help
on Sunday mornings! If this is something you feel you could do to help out , please call me at
218.838.5765. Thank you!
SUNDAY COMMUNION ASSISTANTS – Each and every Sunday, at least four people are needed
to assist the Pastors with communion. If I have not called you before, and this is something
you would be willing to do, please give me a call at 218.838.5765.
A Huge Thank you to all the volunteers who turned our church into a jungle for our “ROAR”
Vacation Bible School during the week of June 10th – each and every one of you made a
difference in the lives of these young people. What an amazing week at LCC!
Happy 4th of July,
Sally Hodgson, Lay Ministries Coordinator
“If you want to touch the past, touch a rock. If you want to touch the present, touch a
flower. If you want to touch the future, touch a life.” – Author Unknown
“The meaning of life is to find your gift. The purpose of life is to give it away.”
- William Shakespeare
“The unselfish effort to bring cheer to others will be the beginning of a happier life for
ourselves.” — Helen Keller
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July Worship Assistants

ALTAR SOUND
GUILD ROOM

WORSHIP
COORD.

BREW
CREW

ACOLYTES

SCRIPTURE
READERS

COMM.
ASST.

USHERS

GREETERS

JULY 7

JULY 14

JULY 21

JULY 28

8:15
Carol Alverson
Lois Jensen
10:30
Jim & Anne Kostreba

8:15
Dennis & Liz
Brandanger
10:30
Patti Pluth
Phyllis Hill

8:15
Al & Sue Schmidt

8:15
Gary & Karen Boche

8:15
Greg & Joey Larson

8:15
Brad & Joanie Swanson

10:30
David & Marie Olness

10:30
Jim Bailey; Craig Fink

10:30
Brian & Nikki Stark

8:15
Wes Anderson
Marlow Strand
10:30
Mark & Pam Sandelin

8:15
Pat Larson
Kjersten Buzak
George Martin
10:30
Jerry Raedeke
Mark Swenson
Sheri McSherry

8:15
Dave & Bonnie
Stevens

8:15
Chris & Kristin Lindholm
Dawn Maine

8:15
Dick & Maureen
Schmidt

10:30
Brian & Dianne
Wermager

10:30
Dave & Andi Clausen
Darrell Barnack

10:30

8:15
Pat Larson

8:15
Dave Stevens

8:15
Kristin Lindholm

8:15
David Grell

10:30
Jerry Raedeke

10:30
Brian Wermager

10:30
Carolyn Johnson

10:30
Alicia Green

8:15
Will Taylor; Elizabeth
Knutson; Logan Knutson
10:30
Mark Hahn; Grace Whipple;
Ethan Thomas

8:15
Vaughn Peterson;
Aron & Tyler Hushagen
10:30
Jake Merseth; Scarlett &
Vanessa Anderson

8:15
Annie Lindholm
Ara & Ella Anderson
10:30
Josh Stark; Clay Erickson;
Nick Evanson

8:15
Weston Hiles; Andy
Grell; Ana Wickham
10:30
Ethan Paulson;
Cooper Jacobs

Open—Please sign up in
Celebration Center!

Lloyd & Connie Foster
Gary & JoAnn Rivers

Marv & Elvera Pelkey
Need 2 more

Mary Frost
Bill & Sharon Ingvoldstad,
Lyle Amundson

8:15
Darrell Paske
10:30
Mark Swenson

8:15
Roger Macy
10:30
Larry & CeCe Stark

8:15
Ron Halligan
10:30
Darrell & Candy Barnack

8:15
Chuck Trucano
10:30
Lenny & Sally
Hodgson

Bob Burns

Bob Burns

Bob Burns

Ron Reph
Bob Burns

Pauline Gustafson
Jean Kraft

Pauline Gustafson
Jean Kraft

Pauline Gustafson
Jean Kraft

Pauline Gustafson
Jean Kraft

10:30
Clinton Strother
Amy Peeters

8:15
Kerry & Michelle
Malmquist
10:30
Tim & Dawn
Meierding Family

Please contact Sally Hodgson to volunteer: 218-838-5765
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Sun

Mon

1

Tue

W

3

2
12:00 Staff Meeting/Prayer

8:30 Text Study
5:45 Supper—
6:20 Worship w

7:00 Suicide Loss Survivor Group

7

8
8:30 Quilters
11:00 Soul Sisters

8:15 Worship w/ Communion
9:15 Coffee Fellowship
10:30 Worship w/ Communion

14
8:15
9:15
9:30
10:30
12:00

Worship w/ Communion
Coffee Fellowship
Forum: Sacraments Changes
Everything
Worship w/ Communion
BWCAW Mini Gathering

10

9

15 Nisswa Safety Town
9-noon

9:00
9:30
1:00

Computer Lab
Good Sam Training
Staff Meeting/Prayer

Text Study
Gather To
Supper–G
Worship w

17

16
9:00 Computer Lab
12:00 PEO Meeting
1:00 Book Discussion
1:00 Staff Meeting/Prayer
5:30 Worship & Music Committee

7:00 Suicide Loss Survivor Group

8:30
10:00
5:45
6:20

8:30 Text Study
10:00 Garden Clu
4:30 Creation Ca
5:45 Supper—G
6:20 Worship w/

MINI MISSION
21 Youth Trip—Boundary Waters
8:15
9:15
9:30
10:30
7:30

Worship w/Communion
Coffee Fellowship
Forum: Lakes Area Music Festival
Worship w/Communion
LAMF Concert

28 CAMP BLESSING
8:15 Worship w/ Communion
9:15 Coffee Fellowship
10:30 Outdoor Worship w/
Communion
2:00 Good Sam Butterfly Release

22
8:30 Quilters
7:00 Brewing Theology

29

23
9:00
1:00

24
Computer Lab
Staff Meeting/Prayer

30
9:00
1:00

8:30 Text Stud
5:45 Supper-G
6:20 Worship

31
Computer Lab
Staff Meeting/Prayer

LAMF Rehearsa
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Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

4 OFFICE CLOSED

5

6

11

12

13

y
—Grilling
w/ Communion

y
ogether Study
Grilling
w/ Communion

y
ub Board Mtg
are Team
Grilling
/Communion

8:30
9:00
9:00
7:00

Thursday AM
Centering Prayer
Camp Yap a Lap
Summer Stretch
AA

18

9:00 Lake Hubert Annual Mtg
9:00 Cullen Lakes Assoc.

19

20

26

27

8:30 Thursday AM.
Centering Prayer
9:00 Camp Yap a Lap
7:00 Church Council
7:00 AA

N TRIP

dy
Grilling
w/ Communion

als Begin

25
8:30

Thursday AM
Centering Prayer
9:00 Camp Yap a Lap
9:00 Summer Stretch
10:00 Festival of Tables
7:00 AA

12:00 MN Driver Improvement

9:00 Cullen Lakes Assoc

2019
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July 2019 Birthdays
1. Carol Christofferson, Nora
Gerlich, Daniel Gerlich,
Sophie Jensen
2. Melvin Kotila, Angie Lind,
Jane Nemitz, Loretta
Norgon, Nancy Schmidt, Kris
Smith
3. Ashley Mailand, Emmalee
Mayer, Robert Olson,
Lorraine Warnberg,
4. Brianna Kotila, Jesse Lind,
Joel Trosdahl
5. Greg Boche, John Hofmann,
Samuel Lindholm, Jessica
Martinson, Grace Moran
6. Janice Geiger, Joey Larson,
Linda Youngs
7. Terry Hansen, Sandra Kleist,
Estelle Paulson, Taylor
Pollary, Martha Rustad,
CeCe Stark, Jakob
Thompson
8. Raelynn Carey, Adan
Hoelmer, Ruth Maples,
Karen Opp, Sara Smith,
Sharon Taute
9. Scott Harmening, Ada
Larson, Gabriel Raguse, Greg
Reisdorf, Greg Speed, Joan
Steiger, John Youngs
10. Marilyn Robb, Rhoda Trafas
11. Connie Foster

12. Dale Bjerkness, Brayden
Campbell, Roger Macy
13. Graham Johnson, Sheri
McSherry
14. Jarod Carlson, Darin Dirkes,
Sandy Loney, Karen
Melquist, Bryan Raguse
15. David Anderholm, Ryan
Fogarty, Kelly Rasinski
16. Shellie Cibuzar, Ashley
Hanson, Sandy Knutson,
Aubrey Thompson
17. Molly Aga, Ginny Avenson,
Richard Carlson, Sharon
Leese, Darrell Paske, Steve
Quisberg, Angella Roby
18. Whitney Carlson, Dennis
Hanson, Jake Merseth, Allen
Schmidt, Lee Wangstad
19. Nancy Gady, Brian Stubbs
20. Vikki Anderson, Marie Bode,
Julie Fritz, Michael Rasinski,
Vonnie Strand
21. Bennet Day, Darlene
Painter, Werner Schwab,
Kathy Zard
22. Andrew Grell, Emma
Moddes, Lillian Nelson,
Lynette Nolan, Sabrina
Smith
23. Ryan Carey, Kimberly
Dunlap, Kathy Edmunds,

24.

25.
26.
27.
28.

29.
30.

31.

Jason Evanson, Linda Olson,
Kathleen Pederson, Scott
Timmons
Chuck Grillo, Calvin Johnson,
Kathryn McAllister, Sandy
Reuther, Brad Swanson
Carolyn Macy, Dean Maier,
Rachel Merseth
Mary Klang, Bob Peterson,
Morgan Smith
Anthony Belfiori
Kaden Fillbrandt, Erica
Henke, Riley Larson, Ella
Schmitz, Thomas Stoxen
Jessica Baker, Erin Herman,
Beau Ubl, Kevin Wittwer
Jana Lueck, Tony Nelson,
Delaine Schmidt, Merriam
Schmitz
Carol Alverson, Julie
Domino, Rick Fargo

Page 21

Nisswa Garden Club Festival of Tables
Thursday, July 25, 2019
Lutheran Church of the Cross

Two ways to enjoy a special event:
 10:00 am to 12:00 noon open to the public, free of charge—view the tables & vote
for favorites—see displays of potted plants, flowers, and vegetable grown by club
members
AND
 12:30 Buffet Lunch will be served by reservation only—call Barb at 218-330-6661 to
reserve for lunch. Cost is $35.

SAFETY TOWN
Safety Town is a comprehensive safety education program for
children 4-6 years old. The program introduces safety
awareness and prevention procedures. Children MUST be 4 by
July 1st to participate. The curriculum includes all aspects of
safety such as stranger abduction, poisons, fire, matches,
bicycles, railroad crossings, playground safety, toys, water,
traffic, animals, and many more. We will play games, have a
miniature town set up, have demonstrations and story time.
When: July 15-18, 9:00-11:30 am.
Where: Lutheran Church of the Cross
Deadline: July 1
Cost: $45
Safety Town Teen Leaders are needed (must be going into 5th grade or older)!
To volunteer, call Matthew @ 963-0047 or
E-mail mhill@ci.nisswa.mn.us
Teen Leaders help instruct the children in Safety Town and volunteer their time to work daily with
the children, helping them learn safety through stories, practicing “real life” street situations in a
miniature city layout complete with blocks and buildings. Teen Leaders, work with a group of 3-4
children (under the guidance of adult instructors) helping them develop healthy, safe attitudes. Each
leader will receive a T-shirt and be invited to a Safety Town Appreciation party.
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A Message from our ELCA Global Missionary
Russian Correspondent

In Peace - Winter Seminar of the Far East Deanery

There is a hunger among members of congregations in this region – isolated
to some degree from each other and to a large degree from the rest of the
country – for the fellowship and mutual encouragement that strengthens the
spirit. Realizing this, it was one of my priorities as area dean to increase the
opportunities for educational events that gather representatives from various
congregations in one place in order to grow in their capacity for ministry. The
long, January holidays provided the first chance to make steps towards
achieving that goal.
The seminary theme - “In Peace....” - was deliberately open to various
interpretations. For those who have been formed by our liturgy, these words
are associated with the prayers of the people; others who know our
congregations in the Far East might link them with the work of peace and
reconciliation among peoples. Others still might recognize that there is not
always peace in our relationships in congregations and in our own heart, and that we need to
work on our communication skills if we are to improve that situation.
Susanne Hinz-Smith, a professional mediator from Germany and a member of the mutual
ministry team in the American Church in Berlin, provided food for thought for all participants (a
total of over 35 different individuals took part in at least some sessions), whatever their
expectations. She led lessons that balanced theoretical knowledge and practical application and
kept us moving and attentive - important when the church building is a bit too cold!
Susanne became connected to our church thanks to Ellen
Smith, regional representative for the Presbyterian Church
(USA) in Europe. Ellen and I have known each other since we
each arrived to serve in the country in 2001. Ellen has a wide
variety of responsibilities, but in this case she helped facilitate
Susanne coming to Russia and also took the trip herself in order
both to provide support and to get acquainted with our
congregations and with a new region of the country.
As I continue the process of evaluation of the seminar, I see that
perhaps I underestimated the need for a “trial run.” Being
convinced that the Far East could benefit from increased communications skills, it might have
been wise to test the program out elsewhere in Russia, (perhaps on a congregational rather than
regional scale) during our first time. For future seminars we consider if it might not be helpful if
some participants familiarize themselves ahead of time with the work of Marshall Rosenberg and
his Nonviolent Communication method which acts as the basis for the material. We have also
learned from our experience such that we can make adaptations for the cultural and spiritual
traits that are particularly important for building trust and mutual understanding. What makes me
confident that we will find a way ahead, though, is my renewed observation just how deeply
compassion is rooted in the culture of the people, even if, at times, there is a disconnect between
those feelings and the survival instinct that also plays a large role in people's thought processes
and actions. It is my assessment that our seminar helped participants make some progress in
incorporating compassion into their listening skills, and to consider how there might be more
opportunities for win-win solutions than they might have thought.
I truly believe that both the guests and the local hosts were mutually enriched by their interaction;
if the winter seminar helped all of us discover something new about ourselves and the world, then
I cannot help but be pleased and thankful to everyone – from those who donate to the Equipping
for Service program, to local hosts and translators - who helped make it happen.
Your brother in Christ,
Bradn
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The Education Scholarship Committee will be having
a car wash at the church on Sunday, August 4th,
from 9:30 to 12:30. Free will offering. The offering
will be used to benefit next years scholarship
recipient (s).

LCC CAMP YAP A LAP
Join the LCC Camp Yap a Lap on Thursday mornings at 9:00.
This is an informal walking group with no sign up or
rules! Just show up at the back parking lot in your
comfortable walking shoes whenever you can. We have a 2
mile route, but you may walk at any pace and distance you
choose.
Questions may be directed to Jean Kraft, 562-4270.

The staff at LCC wish you a safe
and blessed 4th of July.
Church offices will be closed on
Thursday, July 4th.
There will not be any Wednesday
supper or evening worship on
July 3rd. Enjoy the local
festivities and time with loved
ones.
— Blessings
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Sign up for this rewarding
ministry—August 1, September
5, November 7 and December
5 are still available—sign up
sheet is on the bulletin board
by the Fireside Room.
Thanks to Chuck & Mary Klang, Jim & Jean Kraft, and Lee & Nancy Wangstad
for serving in June. A delicious meal of soup, gourmet macaroni & cheese,
peas, fresh veggies and watermelon were served to over 40 guests.
If you would like to help give Ann Bergin a call or text 218-820-5511.
LCC serves the first Thursday of every month.

LCC Foundation
The Foundation Provides A Way For Us To:
 Witness to Jesus Christ and Support His Church beyond our Lifetime
 Demonstrate to present and future generations our loyalty to the church of Jesus Christ
 Help, in a financial way, to give Lutheran Church of the Cross long-term financial strength
consistent with the purpose and mission paths of the Foundation
 Maintain a Christian ministry in this place long after we are gone
 Remind others that we cared and wanted to be rich in good works, to be generous and
willing to share (1 Timothy 6:18)
 Be remembered in a loving manner after we depart this life
 The Foundation Committee has prioritized the Church Fund for 2019 in looking at developing
long term facility plans.
 During the first 5 months of 2019 , Foundation assets have increased to over $109,000. The
Mission Paths’ balances currently are as follows:
Supporting Seminaries
$68,700
Feeding Hunger
23,200
The Church
17,200
If you have any questions about the Lutheran Church of the Cross Foundation, the Mission
Paths, or how to make contributions today or through Long -Term planning , please see either
Pastor or a Committee Member. Thank you for your support!
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For more information, conference schedule and updates: gustavus.edu/nobel
September 24 & 25, 2019

SHARING MARKET AT LCC STARTS ON JULY 7
The Creation Care Team’s Sharing Market will be held each Sunday,
from 9:15 am to 10:30 am in the narthex.
Proceeds will be shared by LCC’s Youth and the local food shelf, and here is
how you can help:
* Bring baked goods, preserves, flowers, and produce for the table
* Be as generous as possible when purchasing items at the table

Every year, about 1 percent of insect species are added to
the list of those threatened with extinction. This is an
immediate consequence of human activities that transform
natural habitats to provide dwellings, facilitate transportation and urbanization, grow food, and manufacture
goods. Sources of environmental pollution include fertilizers
and synthetic pesticides used in agriculture and in yards, sewage and landfill
leachates from urbanized areas, and industrial chemicals from factories and
mining. DO WHAT YOU CAN IN YOUR OWN YARDS to create healthy habitats for
insects, birds, and all pollinators by converting more area to native plants and by
using only organic fertilizers and products for pest control.
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ART AND FAITH GALLERY
Come check out the next exciting Art and Faith exhibit by
LCC member, Colleen Both
June 30 — July 28

It all started with a dishtowel…
At age six, it was pretty evident I couldn't sing, dance, or draw, so my Mom sat me down
with a dishtowel that was stamped with an Aunt Martha's design. She then handed me a
ball of tangled embroidery floss…and thus began my introduction to embroidery. One
dishtowel turned into another, then came pillowcases and dresser scarves…and all were
lovingly stored in my hope chest.
I couldn’t have known back then that this skill would serve me well and turn into a hobby
that I would enjoy throughout the years. At 18 I came across my first counted thread kit
containing a blank piece of fabric, thread, and a pattern. Instead of following a printed
design, you had to count threads of the fabric to make the design. I fell in love with
counted cross stitch, turning my back on Aunt Martha and her dishtowels! I have never
looked back.
Over the years I discovered a multitude of designers, linen fabrics, silk threads, and
nationwide classes to attend. I was a regular at a cross stitch convention in Sacramento
for many years, gathering with 3,000 other women who shared my passion for needlework. Through this hobby, I have met people from all over the United States and made
many lifelong friendships. I find great joy and peace in what I am able to create with a
needle and thread.
This display contains some of my work from over the last 45 years
– which were born from that first dishtowel, a Mom who didn't
care if I could sing or dance, and a very understanding husband
who patiently waits while I put in "just one more stitch.”
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What are kids eating during the summer when free and reduced school meals aren’t available?
The truth is, often kids simply aren’t eating.
OPERATION SANDWICH is a grassroots program that exists to end childhood hunger in BrainerdBaxter by providing a simple meal of a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, fruit, and a granola bar.
There are no income requirements, no collecting of names, and is free to the community. All
are welcome.
LCC has helped during the past summers preparing and delivering bag lunches, as well as
collecting food to fill the bags. It has been a program that has been enthusiastically embraced
by our congregation and just another example of being a servant church!
Our week is JULY 8-11 (Monday-Thursday). Sign up sheets will be available soon in the church
narthex. Questions can be directed to Zach or Jean Kraft (562-4270). You may sign up for either
lunch making or delivery OR BOTH. We will need about 15 lunch makers daily and 8+ individuals
to help with delivery. Our biggest volunteer needs will be Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, as
Summer Stretch youth will handle Thursday. But if Thursday is your day, no one will be turned
away. Feel free to sign up for multiple days. Adults and kids are welcome to volunteer!
LUNCH MAKING – 10 am – 11:30
Meet at Bethlehem Lutheran Church (418-8th Ave. NE Brainerd) to make sandwiches and
assemble lunch bags. Wear close-toe shoes and if hair is long, wear back in a ponytail.
DELIVERING LUNCHES – 11:15 – 1:30
Arrive at Bethlehem Lutheran to pick up lunches and receive directions and instructions.
Distribution sites are area school playgrounds and city parks.
FOOD DONATIONS WILL BE COLLECTED AT CHURCH THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER
Items especially needed, besides peanut butter and jelly, include individually wrapped goldfish
crackers, fruit snacks, trail mix, fruit cups, and Go-Go yogurt squeezes. Monetary donations may
be left in the church office. Cub and Costco gift cards are also appreciated for the purchase of
fresh fruit and veggies.
Not only do our volunteers feed hungry people. They build community with fellow church
members and share big smiles, kindness and conversation with appreciative recipients. We are
God’s Hands.

Council Highlights from May 2019
Lutheran Church of the Cross
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS
Church Council Meeting
Thursday, June 13th, 2019
We Assemble in God’s Name
Devotion – Matt Karlgaard
Call to Order
Meeting called to order President Matt Karlgaard
Present: Matt Karlgaard, President, David Grell, Vice President, Colleen Both, Treasurer, Jaime
Boesen, Secretary, Pastor Drew, Jen Henry, Pam Johnson, Mike Smith, Craig Fink, Jason Martinson,
Darrell Barnack
Officer Reports
May 2019 Minutes- Jaime Boesen
 Motion- David Grell, Motion Second- Pam Johnson, Motion Passed
May 2019 Treasurer’s Report – Colleen Both
 Motion – Jaime Boesen, Motion Second- Craig Fink, Motion Passed
New Business:
 None
Old Business:
 New Members Received

Motion – Pastor Drew, Motion Second – Darrell Barnack
 Highway 13 Updates
 Moved to Closed Session
 Motion – Colleen Both, Motion Second – David Grell
 Move Out of Closed Session

Motion – Jaime Boesen, Motion Second – Colleen Both
Pastors’ Reports
Senior Pastor’s Report – Pastor Drew
 The month of May and the beginning of June has been a busy and joyous week. We celebrated
with 12 of our graduating seniors as they move on to their next journey. A special thank you to
our LCC knitting group for presenting the prayer blankets to our youth as a reminder of their
home church, and the prayers that we surround them with. Also, the LCC foundation granted
three scholarships to Daniel Olson, Sam Lindholm, and Abby Pelowski.
 We have met with WSN to discuss the new parking lot design. We had received a couple of
options along with designs for future phases for the parking lot. We are hoping to meet again in a
couple of weeks to look at another round of plans that we can bring to the council to approve and
show the congregation.
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We have received an offer from the city and county regarding the purchase of property for
the expansion of County Road 13 but we will be renegotiating with them once we get the
total for the parking lot cost. As of today, it does not look like the county will begin the
project until 2020.
Thank you to Mike Smith and his crew that worked hard in designing our Pentecost worship
service. The choir, and the sea of red from our members was outstanding. A true celebration
of the church and the Holy Spirit. Also, Thank you to Sally and her crew for putting
together the Volunteer Sunday breakfast. We truly have a wonderful church and church
family. Thank you for all that you do to share the love and grace of God into the world.

Associate Pastor’s Report – Pastor Kari
 On June 2 we welcomed new members to LCC:
 Amy Peeters and Clinton Strother
 Sandy Knutson
 Nancy Fischer
 Steve and Mary Panzer
 Vivian Panzer
 Shane and Sadie Moore
 Our journey to Israel has started! We had our first trip meeting on May 30. We have 24
travelers. What a blessing this journey will be for all.
 I am excited to work with David Grell and Darrell Barnack to get the social justice task
force/social concerns committee up and running.
 I will be gone for a continuing education opportunity June 17-19 at Luther Seminary. The
course that I will be attending is titled “Dare to Lead”. It is a course on leadership.
 I will also be taking vacation in July.
 Thank you to Mike Smith for his leadership for our Pentecost Sunday, June 9th. Thank you
to Sally Hodgson for her leadership with Volunteer Appreciation Sunday also on June 9th. It
was a wonderful and Spirit filled Sunday at LCC!
 Grilling and Good News – We are having fun on Wednesday nights with Grilling and Good
News. All are invited to join for a meal of hamburgers and hot dogs at 5:45 and then
worship outside (weather permitting) at 6:20 let by our worship band.
Committee Reports
Property – Jason Martinson


Electrical inspection- Lyle Amundson is coordinating an inspection on the well, being of our
facilities electrical capacity and condition and will report back once that is finished.



Looking into the replacement of the floor in the Sanctuary as it has become cracked and is
deteriorating.



The lack of ADA accessible door opening mechanisms is going to be addressed as well as
possible security upgrades on the main entrance door.
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I am currently waiting for an estimate to have the exterior of the Church painted.



Looking into the potential of adding screens in the Celebration Center for Wednesday
night service and potential alternative Sunday services.



There is a cracked window in the worship hall.



There was also a separate committee meeting that took place with Widseth Smith Nolting
regarding the upcoming road construction and the potential for changes to our property that
Pastor Drew will have outlined in his report.



I have spoken with Police Chief Craig Taylor regarding the safety of our building, mostly as it
pertains to the safety of our staff during weekdays and the lack of control to our entrance. His
main suggestion revolves around using cameras at a minimum so that Laurie would then be
aware of anyone entering the building. He also added controlled entry would be high on his list
however he recognizes that may not necessarily work with our welcoming and open culture.

Worship and Music – Mike Smith
 Pentecost Sunday was a wonderful day of celebration. The committee would like to thank the
“Pick Up Choir,” instrumentalists, soloists—Cathy Taylor and Brian Stubbs, and Kari Erickson
for her energetic reading of the Holy Spirit coming to the disciples as recorded in the book of
Acts.
 Cathy Taylor favored the congregation with organ variations of “O Day Full of Grace” throughout the service and Pr. Kari sang a verse of her favorite hymn—“Spirit of Gentleness” which
drew us in to her excellent sermon on the spirit actively moving each of us to action/service.
 The Holy Spirit was “blowing” through our congregation that Sunday!
 Thanks be to God!
Adjourn / Closing Prayer – Pastor Drew
Next Meeting(s):
Council Meeting, Thursday July 11th, 7:00 p.m.

**Next Council meeting has been
changed to July 18th at 7:00 pm

All are welcome at Council meetings. Approved minutes and approved financial reports are
available in the church office to any member upon request. If you would like to have something on
the Council meeting agenda, please submit it in writing addressed to President Karlgaard and
delivered to the office manager in the church office no less than one week prior to the monthly
Council meeting, the council meets the second Thursday of the month. If the request is submitted
less than one week prior to the next Council meeting it will be addressed at the following monthly
meeting.
God’s blessing to all
Jaime Boesen, Secretary
"This Changes Everything"
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Update on the “It’s Good For Us To Be Here”
campaign. Thank you! Thank you for all that have
pledged, or extended their previous pledge and
who will yet pledge. After reviewing those who
have pledged in our previous campaign but not
fulfilled their pledge and then adding in the new
pledges, we have a remaining balance of $15,000.
There is still time if you have not yet pledged,
fulfilled your pledge from 2016-2019, or wish to
pledge more. Please consider doing so by
calling Karen—LCC Financial Secretary, at
963-2564 to help alleviate the final debt of our
roof project.

There will be more information coming in a congregational letter via the mail.
Thank you for your on going support of the ministries here at Lutheran Church of the
Cross.
Pastor Drew

Lutheran Church of the Cross a “Serving Congregation”
No one has ever become poor by giving. — Anne Frank
We must give more in order to get more. It is the generous giving of ourselves that
produces the generous harvest. — Orison Swett Marden
We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give. — Winston S.
Churchill
Giving is not just about making a donation. It is about making a difference. —
Kathy Calvin
The meaning of life is to find your gift. The purpose of life is to give it away. —
Pablo Picasso
No act of kindness, however small, is ever wasted. — Aesop
It’s not how much we give but how much love we put into giving. — Mother Teresa
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Welcome to the LCC family, Corbin!
Welcoming Corbin
Otto Mrosla into the
LCC family through
Holy Baptism on June
16—after our children
and youth shared
special VBS music
with the
congregation!

THANK YOU TO
OUR FANTASTIC
VBS CREW
LEADERS FOR
GUIDING ALL OF
OUR CAMPERS
THROUGH A
GREAT WEEK AT
ROAR VBS!
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Sunday, July 21 | 7:30 p.m.
Lutheran Church of the Cross
On Sunday, July 21 the Lakes Area Music Festival of Brainerd, MN will
bring a performance to Nisswa as a part of a statewide tour
comprising its Prelude Series. Featuring the Altius Quartet (Boulder,
CO), this laid-back program will include a variety of styles of music,
with casual discussion between works, making it a delight for classical
music enthusiasts and rookies alike. Open to the public; no tickets
required.
About LAMF...
Each summer the Lakes Area Music Festival brings over 180 all-star musicians from top orchestras and opera
companies around the world to central Minnesota to collaborate on four weeks of concerts during the
month of August. From chamber music to symphony orchestra, including original productions of opera and
ballet, these performances have gained national attention and draw thousands each summer.
To celebrate the 11th season, and to kick off a second decade of programming, in 2019 the organization
created a String Quartet Fellowship. From an international pool of applicant ensembles the Altius Quartet
was selected as the inaugural ensemble.
About Altius...
Altius Quartet is an ensemble determined to further the art of chamber music through performance,
education, and outreach. Deriving their name from the Olympic motto: Citius, Altius, Fortius (Latin for
Faster, Higher, Stronger); Altius strives to communicate art to a more diverse audience through community
engagement and innovative repertoire. Hailed as “rich” and “captivating” by the renowned music blog, “I
Care If You Listen,” the Altius Quartet is garnering an international reputation and enrapturing the hearts of
audiences through their charisma and dynamism. Altius has also received critical praise for their musicianship and versatility on both of their albums: “Dress Code” and “Shostakovich String Quartets 7, 8, & 9.”
Altius has also been awarded prizes at many internationally respected competitions including: the
Schoenfeld International String Competition, the Fischoff National Chamber Music Competition, the Coltman
Chamber Music Competition, and the Plowman Chamber Music Competition. The quartet has an active
performance schedule including engagements at music festivals, series, and universities throughout the
United States.
Formed in 2011 at Southern Methodist University Meadows School of the Arts, Altius is currently based in
the Denver/Boulder metroplex where they held the position of Fellowship String Quartet-in-Residence at
the University of Colorado-Boulder. During their tenure at CU-Boulder, they were mentored by the world
renowned Takács Quartet. The Altius Quartet maintains an active performance schedule with engagements
at music festivals, series, and universities throughout the United States including: Carnegie Hall, Chamber
Music Cincinnati, the Aspen Music Festival, Great Lakes Chamber Music Festival, and the Fayetteville
Chamber Music Festival.
Altius Quartet is deeply committed to outreach, often performing concerts and teaching master classes in
public schools and alternative performing venues including: jazz clubs, bars, and homeless shelters. The
ensemble is comprised of Joshua Ulrich and Andrew Giordano, violins; Andrew Krimm, viola; and Erin
Patterson, cello.
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