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Dear Good People of LCC,
Thank you for the warm welcome to Lutheran Church of the Cross! What a joy it has been to
meet and get to know many of you—whether in your home, in my office, or after church. I look
forward to meeting more of you in the weeks and months to come. If you would like me to come
to your home and bring communion or just to come and visit, please let me know or call Laurie in
the office. I would welcome the opportunity to come and meet you!
My next course at Wartburg Seminary is entitled, Lutheran Worship. What does the word worship
mean to you? Often we think of the word worship to mean music within a church service. As
beautiful as that is, the word worship means even more. It is when one’s mind is filled with
thoughts of God, and it moves into your heart in such a way that causes an outpouring of awe,
adoration, and praise to God. After touching your heart, worship works itself out in your words
and in your actions toward God and toward others. The more we seek to understand and know
God, the deeper our worship will be. The goal of worship is to glorify God!
We hope you are able to come and worship with us on Sunday mornings. Our Summer services
are at 9:00 AM inside the Celebration Center and at 10:15 AM outside in the beautiful Memorial
Garden area. Please bring your own chairs for the outside service. If you should forget, no
worries—we have some extras on hand. If it rains, we will move our 10:15 AM service inside to
Celebration Center. As always, if you prefer, our 9:00 AM church service is streamed Live or you
can watch it later at your leisure on the church Facebook page or the church website at
lccnisswa.org.
Let us worship our Lord and King together with eagerness, anticipation, and joyful expectancy.
See you Sunday!
Be Blessed,

Vicar Michelle
Give to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord
in the splendor of his holiness. Psalm 29:2
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“Don’t worry about anything, but pray about
everything. With thankful hearts offer up your
prayers and requests to God.” Philippians 4:6

If you would like to receive weekly eblast notifications, please
email the church office at laurie@lccnisswa.org with the email
address you wish us to use.
Have you changed your phone number, or no longer use your
landline, changed your mailing address, returned from a warmer location, etc.? If so,
please let us know so we can update our database.

Page 3

Treasurer's Report - Financial Summary 2021 General Fund
% YTD of

May

YTD

Annual

Annual

Budget

Budget

Income

$ 55,090

$ 279,679

$

679,929

41.1%

Expenses

$ 45,557

$ 234,528

$

679,929

34.5%

Difference

$

$

$

0

9,534

45,151

In the month of May our income was more than our expenses by $9,534.
Thank you for your continued support.

BAPTISM
Name: Berkeley David Landecker
Born: February 21, 2021
Baptized: June 13, 2021
Parents: Luke & Bailey Landecker
Pr. Drew Bakken, Officiant

FUNERAL
Wilmot “Bill” Ancel Campbell Jr.
Born: June 2, 1930
Died in Christ: June 15, 2021
Funeral: June 24, 2021
Pr. Drew Bakken, Officiant

BAPTISM
Name: Hunter Allen Haarstad
Born: September 28, 2020
Baptized: June 12, 2021
Parents: Michael &Anna Haarstad
Pr. Drew Bakken, Officiant

FUNERAL
David Roger Cram
Born: June 29, 1939
Died in Christ: June 13, 2021
Funeral: June 20, 2021
Pr. Drew Bakken, Officiant
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CHILDREN &

In 2021, we have welcomed 9 members into our
church family through the rite of baptism:

Grace Fogderud
Reagan Franke
Hazel Henderson
Boden Larson
Myah Aune
Hunter Haarstad
Mason Kuhn
Berkeley Landecker
Wyatt Michael Baker

Lutherans see baptism like the ocean:
deep and mysterious, both placid and
powerful. Baptism includes both the
reality of death and the promise of
unbounded life.
We love baptism because it delivers and
demonstrates the good news that makes
up the beating heart of Lutheran theology: in Jesus Christ, God is unmistakably
for you, in an abundantly generous and
utterly endless way.
We celebrate each and every baptism as a
unique moment of new creation. On your baptism day, God’s personal claim
on your life is publicly announced (and actually applied on your body).
Baptism is the day you are adopted into a global family that extends through
time and space to embrace the whole universe.
We believe that baptism is a thing to remember, rejoice in, and above all - use.
LUTHERANS BELIEVE BAPTISM IS A TIME WHEN GOD, WHO IS ALREADY PRESENT EVERYWHERE, SHOWS UP TO CLAIM US WITH WORD
AND WATER.
From: A Lutheran Welcome to Baptism by Daniel Erlander
You were all baptized into Christ, and so you were all clothed with Christ.
This shows that you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:27
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On July 21 our 5th and 6th grade group and Kari Erickson (Route 56) will be
packing school supplies for LWR and local schools.
If you are out and about shopping, note that we are accepting donations of supplies for
this project. Better yet, if you are a Thrivent member, consider applying for an Action
Grant to help support our efforts (or donate a Target or Walmart gift card or cash and
we will purchase supplies.) THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE ALREADY DONATED!!
SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED:
14” x 17” string backpack
70-sheet notebooks (4 per kit)
Box of 16 or 24 crayons
Pencil sharpener

30-centimeter ruler
Blunt scissors
Unsharpened #2 pencils
Black or blue ballpoint pens (5 per kit)
2.5 inch eraser

Please bring items to church—bring to church office by. July 18.

Join our
church
family as we
‘bless the
backpacks’
before
school starts
in the fall.
Mark your
calendars
and plan to
attend!
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Summer Stretch Crew: our 6-8 graders
did a great job of Highway Cleanup on the
morning of June 10th and were rewarded
with fun times at the Nisswa Water Park
to cool off in the afternoon.

High School Summer Somethin’ group picked up some interesting trash along the highway the
evening of June 9th and enjoyed a DQ treat for all their hard work.

SUMMER STRETCH
Serving in the morning and fellowship in the afternoon.
July 1—clean up Paul Bunyan Trail, then Pirates Cove
fun in the afternoon.
July 8—surprise service activity and fellowship to be
determined. Last one of the summer.
RSVP each week—T shirts available in church office.
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July 22
All 7th—
12th graders
welcome!
Cost is $45
RSVP
by July 10
6/24 Summer Stretch crew did nursery
and playground clean up, Operation
Sandwich help and an afternoon of fun
at the waterslide! Thanks to our youth
for loving and serving our LCC family
and our community
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July 2021
Hymn of the Month

Music Notes

ELW 737 He Comes to Us as One Unknown (REPTON)

With June being one of the hottest on record, it is a challenge to keep our gardens watered and to
be outside as much as we would like. This month we will sing a “creation” hymn a few times
throughout the month called “He Come to Us as One Unknown”. The hymn tune name is
REPTON.
The hymn refers to scripture, Romans 11:33-36: O the depth of the riches and wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! “For who
has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” “Or who has given a gift to
him, to receive a gift in return?”
The text is as follows:
1. He comes to us as one unknown, a breath unseen, unheard;
As though within a heart of stone, or shriveled seed in darkness sown,
A pulse of being stirred, a pulse of being stirred.
2. He comes when souls in silence lie and thoughts of day depart;
Half-seen upon the inward eye, a falling star across the sky
Of night within the heart, of night within the heart.
3. He comes to us in sound of seas, the ocean’s fume and foam;
Yet small and still upon the breeze, a wind that stirs the tops of trees,
A voice to call us home, a voice to call us home.
4. He comes in love as once he came by flesh and blood and birth;
To bear within our mortal frame a life, a death, a saving name,
For every child of earth, for every child of earth.
5. He comes in truth when faith is grown; believed, obeyed, adored;
The Christ is all the scriptures shown, as yet unseen, but not unknown,
Our Savior and our Lord, our Savior and our Lord.
The text is written by Timothy Dudley-Smith, a retired bishop of the Church of England. As a
noted hymn writer, he has written over 400 hymns, this being one of them. He was born in
Manchester, England and studied theology at Pembroke College in Cambridge. After his
ordination, he served as Honorary Chaplain of Chavasse as well as Head of the Cambridge
University Mission in Bermondsey, London. He is a member and honorary vice-president of the
Hymn Society of Great Britain and Ireland. He has also been awarded a fellowship from the Hymn
Society in the United States and Canada.
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The music is written by C. Hubert H. Parry, and English composer, teacher and historian of
music. His best known composition is “Jerusalem”, which in our hymnal is called “O Day of
Peace” – ELW 711. Another more famous of his writings is this tune REPTON, which many
writers have used for their hymns. A couple of the other hymn names are “ Dear Lord and
Father of Mankind”, “How Clear Is Our Vacation, Lord”, and “Give Thanks to Saints”.
I love the Dudley-Smith text in how it quiets our hearts; He comes as one unknown, unseen,
unheard but a pulse of being stirred; he comes when souls in silence lie at the end of the day; He
comes to us in sound of seas-creation; He comes in love in flesh and blood-Jesus; and He comes
in truth when our faith is grown, believed, obeyed, and adored. In
the unseen but not unknown.
God’s peace and blessings to you.
Cathy Taylor, Director of Music
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Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen News
Big Thank you to Jean Kraft, Mary Klang and Tim Bergin
for helping with takeout meals the month of May. Thanks
to Chuck and Mary Klang and Tim Bergin for help with
meals in June.
On June 7th we finally opened up our doors to our guests to come inside and dine.
What an exciting day! For the past 15 months we have done weekly food distribution
followed by daily takeout meals. Many other changes have also taken place after all
these months. Words don't do it justice, but the pictures give a small glimpse of what
went on here at the soup kitchen.
- New drinking fountain
- Carpet came off the walls and new paneling and
paint went up
- Installed a walk-in fridge/freezer
- Served food shelf style and gave out over 155,000+
pounds of food
- Served 100’s of to-go meals
- Were gifted a piano
- Put up a privacy fence
- Old shed was tore down
We may have made lots of changes, but one thing still remains the same and that is
our mission:
To demonstrate the love of Christ by providing meals to the hungry of our community.
If you would like to help LCC with their volunteer commitment of the First Thursday of every
month, contact Ann Bergin at 218-820-5511 or georgiabergin@gmail.com.
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Operation Sandwich and Bridges of Hope are Teaming Up!

Operation Sandwich steps in to support students and their families who rely on free and reduced
school meals and may now face summer hunger. Last summer, amid the pandemic, Operation
Sandwich distributed nearly 19,000 free lunches to 300 school-aged kids per week and we
expect the need to be greater this year. Now that summer has arrived, we are asking for your
support to raise $25,000 to meet the rising hunger needs of kids and their families in 2021.
With Operation Sandwich, Your Gift Goes Farther:

$50 – Sponsor one child’s lunches for a month
$100 – Purchases 50 boxes of granola bars
$150 – Feeds children in two households for a month
$250 – Covers the cost of jelly for a week
$500 – Funds all of the sandwich bread needed for the whole summer
$1,000 – Provides fresh produce for a month

Help us feed kids and families
Make a difference by helping Bridges of Hope and Operation Sandwich
raise $25,000 from June 1 to July 8.
Go to: https://www.bridgesofhopemn.org/donate
for information on how to donate

If you are interested in becoming involved or
volunteering, contact Jean Kraft at
jean.kraft@icloud.com or 218-838-9646.
We will continue to collect monetary donations,
peanut butter, jelly, granola bars, and fruit
snacks all summer long. (Check expiration
dates, as outdated or near outdated foods
cannot be distributed.) Check out the Operation
Sandwich Facebook page or church eblasts for
on-going information and needs.
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SUMMER VOLUNTEERS AT LCC
All of a sudden it seems we are getting a little more back to normal……and with that
comes calls for volunteers here at LCC. It’s been wonderful to see so many willing
members come forward to volunteer this past month.
*Operation Sandwich has required MANY willing volunteers each week to provide meals
for our area families – Thank you to all!
*VBX – what a great week to see so many volunteers here for the evening activities with
our young people – you are all amazing!
*Funerals – when the call goes out for help for the funeral luncheon, you answer! Thank
you to all the guys and gals donating their time to this important ministry!
*Youth Coffee Crew came in and served our ever-important coffee and donuts each week
out in our narthex area – many thanks!
*Moving crews helped move items out to the Memorial Garden for our 10:15 service –
we appreciate your service!
JULY OPPORTUNITIES
Sunday Coffee & Donuts People – please sign up on the board outside of Celebration
Center. There are easy instructions in the kitchen. Ask a friend or neighbor to join you!
Family Worship Assistants – We would love to have the entire family help at one of our
Worship Services this summer! Young people can pass out communion at the door while
the parents hand out the bulletins. Great experience for the entire family!
Moving Assistance each Sunday – This is not a big time commitment (maybe 10-15
minutes) but a much appreciated task! Altar stand, music stands and speakers need to be
brought down to the Memorial Garden for Worship each Sunday after the 9:00 service.
Funeral Luncheon Help – There will be Memorial Services on July 2 and 24 – guys and
gals are welcome to assist with the luncheons.
If you are available and wanting to be one of our amazing LCC volunteers, please give
me a call at 218.838.5765 (cell) or 963.6250 (home) or 963.2564 (church on Tuesdays).
Enjoy Summer!
Sally Hodgson, Lay Ministry Coordinator

Page 14

Sun

Mon

Tue

Jul

4 HAPPY 4TH OF JULY
9:00 Worship
10:00 Donuts & Coffee
10:15 Outdoor Worship

11

5 OFFICE CLOSED
10:00 Facebook Devotions
7:00 Suicide Loss Survivor Group

12
9:00
10:00
10:00
10:15

Worship w/ Communion
Donuts & Coffee
Sharing Market
Outdoor Worship w/ Comm.

18

9:00 Nisswa Safety Town
10:00 Facebook Devotions
11:00 Soul Sisters

19
9:00
10:00
10:00
10:15

Worship
Donuts & Coffee
Sharing Market
Outdoor Worship

25
9:00
10:00
10:00
10:15

10:00 Facebook Devotions
7:00 Suicide Loss Survivor Group

26
Worship w/ Communion
Donuts & Coffee
Sharing Market
Outdoor Worship w/ Comm.

Luther Crest Bible Camp

8:30 Staff Meeting/Prayer
10:00 Facebook Devotions

7

6
10:00 Facebook Devotions

8:30 Text St
10:00 Facebo

14

13
8:30
9:00
9:00
10:00
10:00
7:00

8:30
9:00
10:00
10:30

Staff Meeting/Prayer
Computer Lab
Nisswa Safety Town
Facebook Devotions
Women’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study

20

Text
Nissw
Face
Gath

21

8:30 Staff Meeting/Prayer
9:00 Computer Lab
10:00 Facebook Devotions
10:00 PEO Meeting
1:00 Nisswa Garden Club Board

27

8:30 Text
10:00 Face
4:00 Crea

28
9:00 Computer Lab
10:00 Facebook Devotions

8:30 Text S
10:00 Faceb

Page 15

Wed

Thu

ly

tudy
ook Devotions

Study
wa Safety Town
ebook Devotions
her Bible Study

Study
ebook Devotions
ation Care Team

Study
book Devotions

Fri

Sat

2021
1

2

3

9:00 Summer Stretch
Operation Sandwich
10:00 Facebook Devotions
7:00 A.A.

8

10:00 Facebook Devotions
11:00 Funeral: Gene Jaster

9

11:00 Private Baptism

10

9:00 Summer Stretch
Operation Sandwich
10:00 Facebook Devotions

10:00 Facebook Devotions

7:00 A.A.

15
9:00
9:00
10:00
7:00
7:00

16
Operation Sandwich
Nisswa Safety Town
Facebook Devotions
Church Council
A.A.

22 VALLEYFAIR TRIP
Operation Sandwich
10:00 Facebook Devotions
7:00 A.A.

29
Operation Sandwich
10:00 Facebook Devotions
7:00 A.A.

17

10:00 Facebook Devotions

23

24

10:00 Facebook Devotions

30
10:00 Facebook Devotions

11:00 Funeral: Jack Warden

31
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JULY BIRTHDAYS
1. Carol Christofferson, Daniel Gerlich,
Nora Gerlich
2. Melvin Kotila, Angie Lind, Jane Nemitz,
Loretta Norgon, Nancy Schmidt, Kris Smith
3. Robert Olson, Lorraine Warnberg
4. Brianna Kotila, Jesse Lind, Joel Trosdahl
5. Gregg Boche, John Hofmann,
Sam Lindholm, Jessica Martinson
6. Janice Geiger, Joey Larson, Linda Youngs
7. Terry Hansen, Estelle Paulson, CeCe Stark
8. Raelynn Carey, Karen Opp, Sara Smith,
Sharon Taute
9. Ada Larson, Corbin Mrosla, Gabe Raguse,
Joan Steiger, John Youngs
10. Marilyn Robb, Rhoda Trafas
11. Connie Foster
12. Dale Bjerkness, Brayden Campbell,
Roger Macy
13. Graham Johnson, Sheri McSherry
14. Darin Dirkes, Sandy Loney,
Karen Melquist, Bryan Raguse
15. David Anderholm, Ryan Fogarty,
Peter Mann
16. Shellie Cibuzar, Sandy Knutson
17. Molly Aga, Richard Carlson, Sharon Leese,
Lyle MacIver, Darrell Paske,
Steve Quisberg, Angella Roby
18. Dennis Hanson, Jake Merseth, Allen
Schmidt, Lee Wangstad
19. Nancy Gady, Brian Stubbs

20. Vikki Anderson, Marie Bode, Julie Fritz,
Michael Rasinski, Vonnie Strand
21. Bennett Day, Darlene Painter, Werner
Schwab, Kathy Zard
22. Andrew Grell, Emma Moddes,
Lillian Nelson, Lynette Nolan,
Sabrina Smith
23. Ryan Carey, Kimberly Dunlap,
Jason Evanson, Linda Olson,
Kathleen Pederson, Scott Timmons
24. Chuck Grillo, Calvin Johnson, Kathryn
McAllister, Sandy Reuther, Brad Swanson
25. Carolyn Macy, Dean Maier,
Rachel Merseth
26. Mary Klang, Bob Peterson
27.
28. Kaden Fillbrandt, Erica Henke, Riley
Larson, Ella Schmitz, Thomas Stoxen
29. Beau Ubl
30. Jana Lueck, Delaine Schmidt, Merriam
Schmitz
31. Carol Alverson, Julie Domino
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Volunteer Recognition Sunday on June 27th.
Thank you wonderful volunteers!

Update

Mark your calendars! Fall Rummage Sale will be held
September 16-17(new this fall is Thursday sale day!) The
sale will be outdoors only in the east parking lot by the
garages and playground. We are NOT accepting donations
at this time. Volunteers will be needed September 13-17
for setup and sale days. Look for further information in
the coming weeks/months.

Framing is set to begin at our Thrivent Faith Build (Travis and Mary Svoboda's home) on
Tuesday, July 6th!! We will schedule two shifts (8:00 to noon and 12:30 to 4:30) each day,
Tuesday through Friday. To sign up for a shift (or for a full day), volunteers can email
cathy.wells@lakesareahabitat.org or call 454-7027.
The address for the build is 822 28th Street SE, Brainerd.
Feel free to call if you have any questions. We look forward to building with you!
www.lakesareahabitat.org
Main: 218.828.8517
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A Message from our ELCA Global Missionary

Russian Correspondent
Trinity Sunday 2021
Growing up on the farm in Montana, wind was always a factor. We knew that it could
refresh or disturb; it could bring much-needed moisture or multiple the drying effects of
the summer heat.
It is not so different in the part of the world where I now live. The wind is almost
constant in Chita. It rushes down the mountain valleys to cool off Bishkek. It brings the
scent of the Black Sea into the streets of Yalta. Summer gales destroy gardens in
Vladivostok; its winter gusts blow fur hats from heads in Omsk.
This year on Trinity Sunday the preaching text in our congregations was John 3.1-8.
There Jesus, in conversation with Nicodemus, draws an analogy between the moving of
the Spirit and the wind; neither are something we can fully predict or control. Both are
essential and have the potential to create great power; at the same time, it would be
wrong to describe them as “non-threatening.” The wind and the Spirit bring change.
Rarely is that change as dramatic as a tornado; much more frequently its effects are
cumulative. And like the spinning blades of the old ranch windmills that would, with
time, bring water up into the cattle tank, Nicodemus experience with Jesus wasn’t one of
being suddenly “born again.” Instead, the Spirit blew upon him again and again such that
he eventually became a witness to the crucifixion and an assistant in Jesus’ burial (John,
chapters 7 & 19).
I am convinced that all of us who are in the church have seen the effects of the breath of
the Spirit, even over this highly unusual past year. Since my last newsletter, even as some
safety precautions are being taken to prevent the spread of illnesses, most travel
restrictions have been lifted, and that has given me the opportunity to witness in person
the Spirit’s movement in and among God’s people in the far-flung cities listed above. In
the pages below I will share with you some of what I saw. I hope that these stories help
you to feel like you a part of the Spirit’s blowing among your sisters and brothers in
faith…and also to see how the Triune God continues to find unpredictable ways to
breathe Divine love in your direction.

Your brother in Christ, Bradn
The basics....
I am a pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America serving through the
Evangelical Lutheran Mission of Lower Saxony (ELM) in the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Russia, where I am in charge of an educational program entitled “Equipping
for Service.” I am also temporarily serving as the Dean of the Russian Far East. I
maintain relationships with partners (individuals and congregations) in the U.S. and in
Germany; if you have any questions for me, please feel free to write to me at:
bradnbuerkle@gmail.com.
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We’ll meet up at
Dave & Esther
Endicott’s alpaca
farm in Jenkins,
SERENITY NOW.
We’ll pitch our
tents and enjoy
games, devotions,
good food,
campfires and
s’mores with our
church family.
Bring Bibles, tents
and sleeping stuff
(don’t forget a
toothbrush!!)

Page 20

On June 6th our guest Preacher and Forum Presenter
for Global Mission Sunday was Pastor Doug Cox
Executive Director of Global Health Ministries with
headquarters in Minneapolis, MN. He shared stories of
the impact of Global Health Ministries' partnerships and
the many challenges of the past year in providing
COVID19 relief to remote areas.

Pr. Cox blessed Newborn Kits prepared by members of LCC. The kits will be shipped
overseas to encourage young women to seek prenatal care during pregnancy, greatly
improving their chances for a healthy, happy outcome. For more information, go to
www.ghm.org/newborn-kits
Following the Worship Service and Forum on Global Missions Sunday June 6th several
members asked how they can donate to Global Health Ministries (GHM) to support the
important work being done by GHM. Pastor Cox, Executive Director of GHM, has indicated a
couple of programs or projects that could be identified as being supported by LCC. One is the
cost of $500 per lineal foot of a shipping container to ship critical medical supplies to countries
deeply challenged by poverty and the other is a cost of $1,000 for equipping and sending a
trained nurse or health care worker into remote villages with a focus on Covid relief and
improving general health. For those who may wish to make a donation to Global Health
Ministries, checks can be made out to LCC with Global Health Ministries or GHM in the memo
line. Depending on the amount received, one or both of these projects will be identified as
being supported by LCC. Please send donations by July 11th. Questions may be directed to
the LCC Global Mission Team.
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Working for Climate Solutions — What is Citizens' Climate Lobby?
CCL (Citizens’ Climate Lobby) was founded by Marshall Saunders. In 1994 he was working as
a volunteer with an advocacy group dealing with hunger and poverty. He discovered the
power that a well-organized, trained group of citizens could wield to make the world a better
place. In 2006 Marshall awoke to the climate crisis. He began giving talks to audiences about
climate change. During a presentation at a senior citizen’s center a woman asked “What
should we do? Marshall responded, “What’s needed is thousands of ordinary people
organized, lobbying their members of Congress with one voice, one message, and lobbying in
a relentless, unstoppable, yet friendly and respectful way. “Why don’t you do that” the
woman asked. That question led to starting the first chapter in 2007. Now CCL has almost
200,000 supporters in more than 560 chapters around the world. The organization is
committed to building the political will for climate solutions.
CCL is a non-profit, nonpartisan advocacy organization focused on policies to address climate
change. A couple of the core values that guide staff and volunteers are: optimism, relationships based upon gratitude and respect, integrity and diversity. CCL members meet regularly
with their members of Congress to support solutions that will make a meaningful difference.
Within CCL there are Action Teams. The Lutheran Action Team brings together CCL
volunteers from across the country who are affiliated with the ELCA. They are working with
individuals, congregations, synods and the national church to build political will for climate
action. You can find more information at: citizensclimatelobby.org

The Creation Care Team Sharing Market
Starts July 11 between services.
Tables will be located in the hall across from
Chapel Hall and the small kitchen.
Bring baked goods, preserves, flowers, and
produce for the table. Share your bounty!
Be as generous as possible when purchasing
items.
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June 2021 LCC Council Highlights
LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS
Church Council Meeting
Thursday, June 17, 2021

We Assemble in God’s Name

Devotion: Bonnie Stevens

Call to Order

Meeting called to order by Council President David Endicott

Present:

David Endicott; Sarah Fogderud; Colleen Both, Darrell Paske; Pastor Bakken; Dale Peterson;
Mike Smith; Pam Johnson; Kristin Lindholm; Bonnie Stevens; Craig Fink, Vicar Ruen

Officer Reports:

Council Minutes by Darrell Paske
 Motion to approve Bonnie Stevens; Second Craig Fink; Motion Passed
Treasurer’s Report by Colleen Both
 Motion to approve Bonnie Stevens; Second Pam Johnson; Motion Passed

New Business:

1. Five Year Plan – Discussion was had as to what items need to be addressed in the immediate future and
those needs that can be incrementally addressed over the next five years. Five items were identified as
needing to be addressed in the next 12 months. Those were:
a. Update the Church’s Constitution. Darrell Paske will put together and chair a committee to
complete this project.
b. Audit of Church’s financial records. Bonnie Stevens will put together and chair a committee to
complete this project.
c. Review and delineate staff assignments. Sarah Fogderud will chair and work with personnel
committee and individual staff to complete this project.
d. Cathy Taylor – Review of hours and responsibilities in line with recent publication by Lutheran
Guild – Michael Smith to meet with Cathy.
e. Youth Director – Sarah Fogderud and Personnel Committee, together with pastors, will meet to
review the organization and duties for this position and begin a search for an individual to fill this
position.
2.

Dale Peterson will chair a committee to review the long term needs (5 Year Plan) with a view as to
prioritizing those needs out into the future. It is agreed that an immediate need exists to install
handicapped access doors at the entrance to the narthex.

Old Business:
1. Final Bid has been received for remodel of audio/visual room
2. Final cost of flooring of sanctuary flooring. Floor tile color samples are available for viewing in the
church office.
3. Congregational Meeting Sunday June 20
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Pastors’ Reports
Pastor Drew:


This past month has been a busy one in the life of the church staff. We rejoice with the hiring of
Vicar Michelle. She has jumped right in and is fitting so nicely with the staff and the congregation.
She has been a true gift to me and to the church.



As we welcomed a new member to our staff, we also said goodbye to Zach Malecha. On
Sunday June 13, we celebrated his last five years of youth ministry here at LCC with a warm send
off. We pray for Zach as he moves onto the next chapter in life, of managing the tap room at Jack
Pine Brewery.



I have taken over some of the youth ministry roles, and the staff have also come together to help. I
attended my first summer stretch event last week, and what an incredible experience it was. It was
amazing to see our area youth and churches come together to be God’s hands and feet in the world. I
look forward to continuing to be a part of these great adventures and experiences. Besides summer
stretch I will also be going to LutherCrest camp, ValleyFair, and the family campout at the
Endicott’s. Unfortunately I have torn a muscle in my shoulder and I am unable to lead the trip to
Camp Amnicon. We will try to reschedule another opportunity for our youth to get together.



As things continue to be busy at Lutheran church of the Cross this summer with our many events and
programs, we also have had many baptisms and funerals. I am so blessed and thankful for our
wonderful staff and volunteers and their willingness to go above and beyond to make everything
possible here at LCC, Thank you!

Vicar Michelle:

I have thoroughly enjoyed my first month at Lutheran Church of the Cross. It has been a wonderful
month! I’ve learned many new names and faces. In the first two weeks I called 25 people and made 11
home visits. I really enjoyed these visits! More visits are set up in the near future. I’ve had the opportunity
to participate in the weekly LCC happenings - Monday staff meetings, Wednesday text study, and
Thursday contemplative prayer. I’ve met with Carol Smith about getting small groups and Bible Studies
going this Fall. I gave my first online Facebook devotion on Wednesday, June 16. I’ll continue to do the
Wednesday Facebook devotions and help out with the Facebook devotions when needed. I am looking
forward to preaching this Sunday, June 20. Pastor Drew and I have set up a schedule and I’ll be preaching
approximately every other week. It has been a joy to help with liturgy in the church services this month. I
look forward to being a part of our indoor and outdoor services this summer. The week of June 14--18 I
had two seminary classes on Zoom through Wartburg Seminary - Lutheran Ethics and The Church as
Community. They both went very well. I love my church office, and I already feel comfortable and
situated. I have enjoyed meeting parishioners as they stop by the office. A big thank you to Pastor Drew
who has helped equip and guide me in this journey! LCC has a wonderful staff, and they have answered
any and all my questions and made me feel very welcome. Thank you to the Church Council for giving
me this wonderful opportunity. I look forward to a great year ahead!

Committee Reports:
Property: Dale Peterson


Property Committee: When the hot weather lets up a little, we can install the landscape blocks around
the monument sign.



Sound Room: I have received the revised cost estimate for the sound room. The upgrade is part of the
proposal that goes to the congregation for approval on Sunday, June 20th. This remodel is in
conjunction with the installation of new sound equipment.
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Landscaping/Irrigation: Front of the church landscaping was planned for this spring and plans
continue. Cost estimates have been received for installing irrigation on the south side of the church
and on the south side of the parking lot.



Sanctuary Flooring: Replacement of the Sanctuary flooring was presented and approved at the May
council meeting. This project is also part of the proposal that goes before the congregation for an
approval. Flooring samples have been selected and received.

Stewardship: Craig Fink
No Report

Worship and Music: Mike Smith
No Report

Social Concerns and Global Missions: Bonnie Stevens


Habitat Faith Build Project—The Svoboda Home is waiting for concrete to be poured. Framing will
begin after that project is completed.

Children and Family Ministry: Pam Johnson


Kari got the June SS packets out and one last Religious Release packet out to Pequot kids before
school was dismissed for the summer.



Kari got the summer edition of Prime Time Press published and sent out - thanks to assistance from
Sally.



We have about 45 kids signed up for VBX with a few adults and crew leaders for the evenings; the
snack ladies are all set and will have snacks ready and waiting in the fridge each evening; Vicar
Michelle had to cancel her Houston trip, so WILL be here to help, and Pr. Drew is taking over Zach's
duties. Kari has some volunteers coming in to prep craft materials for each evening and also to prep
Busy Bags for summer worship.



We have some new families with little ones who have been attending worship regularly and Kari has
been in contact with them; hopefully they will become prospective members!



Kari ordered materials for Compassion Camp from Illustrated Ministries to be held in the mornings
in August.



Kari will be writing a Thrivent Action Grant to purchase supplies for our Route 56 school backpack
service day.



Kari has file folders started for our Backpack Blessing (have also ordered supplies for tags), Family
Campout, and Rally Day Homecoming.



We have had a slew of baptisms, so we hope to do something to commemorate welcoming all of the
children to our church family.



Kari has written a Summer Bible Break study booklet on Paul's letter to the Philippians for our 7th 9th graders (at least - perhaps 10th graders, too?) She plans to send it out next week to let youth
know they are still in our thoughts as we maneuver Zach's departure.



Kari has the July Sunday School packets just about ready – she wanted to get a head start in preparation of being busy with VBX. She plans to add finishing touches after VBX and get them mailed out
the last week in June.
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Kari will be taking vacation time the week before and following July 4th. However, she is available if
anything comes up.



Kari will be continuing her Book Ends meetings (3rd & 4th grade girls’ book club), and has been
helping with music at worship as needed.



We will plan to have a CFM Team meeting for August, which will include an update on summer
programming.

Youth and Family Ministry: Kristin Lindholm
No report

Congregational Life: Joanie Swanson


On May 23rd Prayer Shawls were presented to our Seniors! Always bittersweet moment packed with
emotion! All of our best to these fine young adults!



Memorial Garden was planted before the Memorial Day and is making all kinds of “critters” very
happy, unfortunately.

Personnel: Sarah Fogderud


Personnel Committee, together with pastors, will meet to review the organization and duties for this
position and begin a search for an individual to fill this position.

Meeting Adjourned
Submitted by
Darrell Paske, Council Secretary
Next Council Meeting:
July 15, 2021 7:00 pm
All are welcome at Council meetings. Approved minutes and approved financial reports are available in
the church office to any member upon request. If you would like to have something on the Council
meeting agenda, please submit it in writing addressed to President David Endicott and delivered to the
office manager in the church office no less than one week prior to the monthly Council meeting, the
council meets the second Thursday of the month. If the request is submitted less than one week prior to the
next Council meeting it will be addressed at the following monthly meeting.

On June 20th, the Congregational Vote on the
$95,000 Sanctuary Project was approved plus an
additional 10% for outreach programs. Look for
upcoming information from the Stewardship
Committee on fundraising options. If you would
like to donate at this time, be sure to include
Sanctuary Project on the memo line of your check.
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