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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

March 26, 2023 9:00 AM 
Lutheran Church of the Cross, Nisswa, Minnesota 

Rev. Drew Bakken            Rev. Michelle Ruen 
 

GOOD MORNING & WELCOME TO LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS!  
 Welcome to worship as we come together in praise and thanksgiving to our living Savior!  

Holy Spirit, blow through our church with power.  Open our hearts to follow your call. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet 
Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows 
of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that 
we might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized 
as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism. 
 
 

PRELUDE                    “Ciacona in F Minor,”  J. Pachelbel 
                          

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

GATHERING HYMN                                   “The Old Rugged Cross”                
(please stand as you are able)    
  

1.  On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, the emblem of suffering and shame; 
     And I love that old cross where the dearest and best for a world of lost sinners was slain. 
 

Refrain 
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, ‘til my trophies at last I lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross, and exchange it some day for a crown. 

 
2.  In the old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, a wondrous beauty I see; 
     For ‘twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died to pardon and sanctify me. 
 
3.  To the old rugged cross I will ever be true, its shame and reproach gladly bear; 
     Then He’ll call me some day to my home far away, where His glory forever I’ll share. 
                 Public Domain 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us with 

the gift of grace. Amen. 
Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings.  Too often we neglect and do not trust your 
holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your 
creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen. 
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Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive 
life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, ☩ forgives you in Christ’s 

name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power.  Amen. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the refining fire of the Holy Spirit, and the peace of God, which 
surpasses understanding, be with you all.   And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the 
power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all 
our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
(please be seated) 
 

READING                             Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, 
will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that 
through this vision they will know that “I am the Lord.” 

 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I 
answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause 
breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon 
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I 
am the Lord.” 
 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, 
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says 
the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 
live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 
stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones 
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, 
O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the 
Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 
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 Word of God, word of life.    
Thanks be to God. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING      “The Lamb’s Lament,” P. Stewart/B. Nix     Sr. Choir, directed by Brian Stubbs 
 

CROSS KIDS EXCUSED 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                 “Jesus, Remember Me”                           HYMN #616 
(please stand as you are able) 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

                                          Jaques Berthier ©1981, Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications; OneLicense#A-704268  
  

GOSPEL                               John 11:1-45  
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls    
his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 
 

The holy gospel according to John.   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was 
the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus 
was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard 
it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 
after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, 
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, 
“Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because 
they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in 
them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to 
awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus,  
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 
sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, 
“Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 

 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met 
him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus 
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who       
believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the one coming into the world.” 
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 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 
Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The 
Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They      
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came 
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?” 

 

 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 
it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if 
you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked     
upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I 
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him. 
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
(please be seated) 
 

SERMON                              “From Theory to Practice”              Pastor Drew Bakken 
 

OFFERING HYMN                                    “Wide Open Are Thy Hands”                                         insert 
(please stand as you are able, during the last verse)   
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  
God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the 
sake of your gospel.  Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very        
presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 
 

APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  creator of heaven and earth.    
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried; he      
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
(please be seated) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION        “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” 

 *Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord; 
   Incline Thine ear to us, and grant us Thy peace. 
 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and restore ecosystems in need of   
healing. Uplift prophetic voices that turn us to the needs of the soil beneath our feet and the air all 

around.  Lord in your mercy* 

 
 

You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who are troubled by illness. You 
hear us when we call to you. Deliver us from the depths of our despair, and free us from the      
worries that bind us. Lord in your mercy* 

 

Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music ministries of this congregation and all who 
lead us in hymns of praise and thanksgiving and in songs of lament and prayer.  Lord in your      
mercy* 
 
 

You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With thanksgiving, we      

remember all your saints who now live in your eternal love.  Lord in your mercy* 

 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew your 
whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING & PREFACE                                     ELW pg. 144 front of hymnal 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

SANCTUS               ELW pg. 144 front of hymnal 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (please stand as you are able) 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
(please be seated) 
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If you are visiting or interested in joining  

Lutheran Church of the Cross, please leave your   

contact information on the Welcome to Worship 

cards in the pews and place in the offering baskets.  If you have questions about 

LCC, please feel free to call  Pastor Drew or Pastor Michelle at 218-963-2564. 

COMMUNION                                “Lamb of God”                        ELW pg. 146 front of hymnal 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING  (please stand as you are able) 
Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts 
open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with 
your love. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 

bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                               “What A Wondrous Love”                   HYMN #666  vs. 1, 3, 4 
 

1.   What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What wondrous love is this O my soul. 
      What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
      To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 
 

 3.   To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, to God and to the Lamb I will sing: 
      To God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM, 
      While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, while millions join the theme, I will 

sing. 
 

 4.   And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; and when from death I’m free, I’ll   
 sing on; 
 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing God’s love for me, 
 And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; and through eternity I’ll sing on. 
                             Public Domain 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Serve in love.   Thanks be to God.  We will. 
 

POSTLUDE    “Prelude and Fugue in B Minor,”  J. K. Fischer        
              

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg   
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24150.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in  the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Christian Copyright 
Solutions Worshipcast License #7366   
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Lutheran Church of the Cross - News and Notes 

March 19—March 26, 2023 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
LCC Members:   Nancy Schmidt, Sarah Tietz, Cheryl Swanson, Cecelia Trosdahl, Rob & Loretta     
Norgon, Barb Elmquist, Autumn Loge, Pete Mogenson, Karla Jensen, Mary Wnuk, Gail Goble, Roger 
Macy, Vonnie Strand, Steve Lienke, Lois Jensen, Karen Johnson, Kathleen Warden,  Mike & Bonnie 
Dunker,  Keith Both, Jana Campbell,  Sarah Aga, Sue Pratt, Mark Boesen, Sheri McSherry  
Friends & Relatives of LCC Members:     
Michelle Hins Johnson (Dennis & Sandy’s daughter), Barb Nabours (Liz Brandanger’s sister), Gwen 
Schoon (Brent Schoon’s mom), Graham Kluck (Terri Langerud’s grandson), Donna Bahr                  
(Pr. Michelle’s mom), Michelle Johnson (Karen Raguse’s friend), Richelle Amundson (Lyle       
Amundson’s daughter-in-law), Emily Otto & Family (Pam Poston’s sister), Scott Gravdahl (Erv    
Gravdahl’s son), Deb Schowalter (John & Carolee Wallin’s niece), Doreen Salvog (Carolee Wallin’s 
aunt), Greg Arends (Boyd & Dawn Maine’s brother-in-law),  Gayle McMullen (Gloria Thomas’      
sister), Gary Erickson (Cynthia & Dennis Skjod’s  brother-in-law), Bill Weiss & Family (JoAnn Rivers 
friend), Justin (Marilyn Walsh’s grandson), Sue Boyd (Pam Johnson’s aunt), Tony Sunby (Gloria 
Thomas’ nephew), Joyce Stovel (Margaret Sommerfeld’s sister), Maria (Tony Trucano’s Ukranian 
friend), Lori Porter (Pam Johnson’s cousin), James Sawatzke (Mary Cram’s nephew), Brandon Cram 
(grandson of Mary Cram), LCC members in care facilities, all veterans and active servicemen and 
women, and those struggling with mental health or addiction issues.         

Please call the church office to make updates to the prayer list.  If you or someone you know  is in 
the hospital or would like a visit,  please call the church office at 218-963-2564. 

Lent “Fifth Gospel Message” —Wednesday, March 29 
Soup & Sandwiches, 5:30-6:10 pm in CC—Worship in Sanctuary, 6:20 pm 

Your help is needed and appreciated.  Please sign up as Lenten Worship Service Assistants on the 
board located in the Narthex.   Services are Wednesday evenings at 6:20 pm in the Sanctuary. 

Bridges of Hope Warming Shelter  - Lutheran Church of the Cross partners with other area 
churches and organizations to help Warming Shelter employees provide a safe and welcoming 
place for those individuals without a place to sleep.  
When is it open? The shelter is open from 7 PM - 8 AM -- Walk ins are accepted from 7-11 PM 
**LCC's next and final week for the season begins March 26 and ends on Palm Sunday, April 2. 
The Shelter will close for the season on April 15. Link to volunteer LCC’s week:  
https://whocanbethere.com/SignUp/week-of-march-26lutheran-church-of-the-
cross/1Ka92nIwb43  
Shelter volunteers and guests need to be 18 years of age. Any questions, please contact Bonnie 
Stevens 218-966-2125 or see Pastor Drew or Pastor Michelle. 
Website: https://www.bridgesofhopemn.org/warmingshelter   

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Gbk50A0lw-ujfwztp52CRSmp1KgCh_6dHB1q5CNqVtxZainnqQ8AMNQ1C3RdNnk9z6YyJ6UWqdHM42kMehxAqRy20oPJqZQtv5INkadrnon7XkaCxKbmMGTuY4D3xjjRhLDeydEKFqCmNRPsu9MhzzNkcjQ3zjc1zcId_Qxt80Dts5mz3NzZdXVC0WjZcv8njkLvzV05aGZhmKInMgX-juipCuV59Ec_QBN
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Gbk50A0lw-ujfwztp52CRSmp1KgCh_6dHB1q5CNqVtxZainnqQ8AMNQ1C3RdNnk9z6YyJ6UWqdHM42kMehxAqRy20oPJqZQtv5INkadrnon7XkaCxKbmMGTuY4D3xjjRhLDeydEKFqCmNRPsu9MhzzNkcjQ3zjc1zcId_Qxt80Dts5mz3NzZdXVC0WjZcv8njkLvzV05aGZhmKInMgX-juipCuV59Ec_QBN
https://www.bridgesofhopemn.org/warmingshelter
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Rummage Sale News:  One final informational rummage sale meeting will be held Tuesday, 
April 11 at 4:00 pm in Chapel Hall in preparation for the spring sale.  The Rummage Sale team is 
in need of an individual to take minutes at four to six meetings a year.  Substitute individuals are 
available for any conflicts in making the meetings.  Please call Liz Brandanger at 612-849-1500 if 
you are interested.  Donations are currently being accepted.  A printed list of what can and      
cannot be accepted is available at the church office.  Rummage Sale week is April 23 – 29.  

Bible Studies: 
Men's Breakfast at The Side Track every Thursday at 8:15 AM.   
Text Study on Wednesdays @ 8:30 am in Chapel Hall and via Zoom All are welcome to be a part 
of this ministry! If you are interested, email laurie@lccnisswa.org and you will be added to the 
email list to receive the texts each week.    
Women in the Word Bible Study will meet on Tuesday, April 4th at 10:00am and 7:00pm.  Join 
Pastor Michelle in the Chapel Hall. 

Stonehouse Fridays 
Come for a time of fellowship centered around our Lenten Devotions.  All levels of 
faith are welcome! Everyone invited.  Pick up a devotional in our narthex or the 
church office. We will meet every Friday through Good Friday, April 7.   
Discussions led by Pastor Michelle.   Come 10:00 AM in the LCC Chapel Hall OR 
join us at 12:00 Noon in the conference room at StoneHouse Coffee in 
Riverwood Bank by Target in Baxter.   

THANK YOU to everyone who helped “Pack the Pews” with food today, added to the “Tower of 
Tissue,” or made a cash donation to the Lakes Area Food Shelf during the March 2023 MN Food 
Share Campaign.  We will be delivering the contributions made so far to the food shelf this week.  
HOWEVER, be aware that the campaign runs until April 9th.  Any food brought in by that time will 
be included in our totals.  Checks written to LCC with LAFS in the memo line will also be counted.  
Please continue to help our friends and neighbors who rely on the food shelf by making regular 
donations all year long.   

Help us fill our sanctuary Easter Garden with colorful blossoms that send a message of hope,   
renewal and inspiration.    Each plant may be given in honor or in memory of someone special.  
Order forms are available in the Narthex and the church office and are due with payment by    
April 5th.  $15 per tribute.  Thank you.   

Anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person.  

 The old life is gone, a new life has begun!    2 Corinthians 5:17 

NOVEL IDEAS BOOK CLUB this Tuesday, March 28th at 10:30am in the Chapel Hall     
Join us for fellowship, refreshments and fun!  
We will be discussing Fredrik Backman's book My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She's Sorry.  

mailto:laurie@nisswa.org
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THIS WEEK AT LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS  
March 26—April 2, 2023 

 

SUN,  3-26:    B-days:  Karen Clarine, Sharon Holland, Linda Larson 
   9:00 Worship w/ Communion & Baptism    
                10:00 Coffee Fellowship   
 10:15 Cross Kids Connection  
 12:00 First Communion Workshop 
 

MON,       3-27: B-days:  Avory Gorr 
   1:00 Prayer Shawl Group             
        

TUES,       3-28:   B-days: Ella Anderson, Carol Campbell, Charlee Sullivan   
   8:30 Staff Meeting & Prayers     
     9:00 Computer Lab    
 10:00 Coffee Clutch 
 10:30 Novel Ideas Book Club 
 

WED,      3-29: B-days:  Landen Brill, Judith Kuusisto, Sophie Schamber 
  8:30 Text Study   
  5:30 Lenten Supper 
  6:00 King’s Kids 
  6:20 Lenten Worship with Communion 
  7:00 Lenten Mentors 
  7:00 Sr. Choir Rehearsal 
 

THURS,    3-30:  B-days:  Carolyn Blanck, Bryan Trees, Mira Van Vliet 
   8:15 Men’s Breakfast at SideTrack 
                10:00 Toning with a Purpose 
    7:00 A.A. 
 

FRI,          3-31:  B-days:  Nancy Fischer, Krista Fogarty   
 10:00 Lent Devotional:  Water & Spirit 
 12:00 Lent Devotional at StoneHouse in Baxter:  Water & Spirit 
     

SAT,          4-01:   B-days:  Jill Hunter, Elsie Neale, Kurt Nelson, Brian Peltier, 
   Mike Smith, Sophie Stubbs 
  1:00 First Communion Workshop 
    

SUN,         4-02:     B-days:  Wade Brill, Maverick Franke, Aliana Lind, Sutton 
   Sullivan  
   9:00 Worship w/ Communion   PALM SUNDAY 
                10:00 Coffee Fellowship   
 10:00 Worship & Music Committee Mtg 
 10:15 Cross Kids Connection  
  
   
     

Lutheran Church  
of the Cross 

Daily Bible Reading  
from Lectionary A 

 Mon., Mar 27, 2023 
1 Kings 17:17-24 

Acts 20: 7-12 
Psalm 143 

Tues., Mar 28, 2023 
2 Kings 4:18-37 

Ephesians 2:1-10 
Psalm 143 

Wed., Mar 29, 2023 
Jeremiah 32:1-9, 36-41 

Matthew 22:23-33 
Psalm 143 

 Thurs., Mar 30, 2023 
1 Samuel 16:11-13 
Philippians 1:1-11 

Psalm 31:9-16 
Friday, Mar 31, 2023 

Job 13:13-19 
Philippians 1:21-30 

Psalm 31:9-16 
Sat., Apr 1, 2023 

Lamentations 3:55-66 
Mark 10:32-34 
Psalm 31:9-16 

Please take your bulletin home with 
you to use throughout the week as a 
reminder of upcoming events. 
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY NEWS 
 

Thanks to our Lenten Mentors and confirmation students for a 
great evening on Weds. 
 

FIRST COMMUNION WORKSHOP will be held TODAY from 
12n—2:30pm (lunch included). There’s still room to register 
for our next workshop on Sat., Apr.1, 1—3:30pm.  See Kari or 
Pr. Drew with questions. Sign Up Genius link was emailed out to 
all families. 
 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS:   We will be taking a summer youth 
houseboat cruise/trip to Rainy Lake—flyers with details are in 

the narthex—pick one up and add your name to the list on the green clipboard.  This trip is for 
all youth who will be entering grades 9—12 next fall and also for graduating Seniors.  Dates are:  
June 26—30. 
 

Acolytes needed for all three Easter Sunday Worship services—check out the SignUpGenius and 
pick the one that works for you! 
 

Mark your calendars for VBX 2023—registration for 
“River of Life” is now open for all children, pre-K 
through grade 4.  Crew Leaders (grade5 and up) also 
needed.  Register at: 
https://tinyurl.com/3bedby65. 
 

You won’t want to miss Palm “Sundae” worship on April 
2.  We will enjoy freshly baked cinnamon and caramel rolls, freshly baked scones, and fruit and 
yogurt parfaits during Coffee Fellowship.  Come and support our Children Youth & Family             
Ministry. 

Creation Care Green Tip     
 Submitted by Laura Raedeke, Creation Care Team 

The Products We Buy: Facing the Challenges of Our Modern, Industrialized,  
Chemically-driven System 

Lead, a neurotoxin that is unsafe for any living creature at any level, can have serious and irreversible effects 
on brain development and a wide range of organ systems.   According to the Minnesota Environmental Part-
nership (MEP), Minnesota still has nearly 100,000 lead drinking water service lines across the state contami-
nating drinking water.  While lead has been prohibited in paint since 1978, water pipes since 1986, and gaso-
line since 1996, it is still used in the production and use of lead fishing tackle and ammunition across Minne-
sota.  The Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources (DNR) estimates that 40% of Minnesota trumpeter swan 
deaths are due to lead poisoning, while common loons and bald eagles are experiencing population-level 
impacts from lead poisoning.  In 2020, food shelves in Minnesota had to discard over 7% of all donated veni-
son due to lead contamination, while it is estimated that over half a million pounds a year of tainted meat is 
consumed by hunters and their friends and families.  LET YOUR POLICY-MAKERS know that it is time to get 
the lead out of Minnesota.    
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Church of the Cross            

Office 

218.963.2564 

Office Hours 

Monday  - Friday 

8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

  

Email: lcc@lccnisswa.org 

Web Site: lccnisswa.org 

Pastor 

 Rev. Michelle Ruen 

Volunteer Coordinator  

   Todd Whipple 

Senior Choir Director 

   Brian Stubbs 

Organist 

   Laura Raedeke 

Bell Choir Director 

 Cheryl Karlgaard  

King’s Kids Director 

 Mike & Carol Smith 

ELCA Global Missionary 

 Pr. Bradn Buerkle 

DIRECTORY 

Lutheran Church of the Cross  5064 Co. Rd. 13, PO Box 29  Nisswa, MN 

218-963-2564             www.lccnisswa.org                 lcc@lccnisswa.org 

Pastor 

           Rev. Drew Bakken 

Children, Youth & Family 

 Ministry 

    Kari Erickson  

 Pr. Hans Anderson  

Custodians 

 Todd Whipple  

 Whitney Peterson 

Office Manager 

   Laurie Hemish 

Financial Secretary 

   Karen Wiele 

Music Ministry/Organist 

   Cathy Taylor 

Musicians Laura Raedeke, Brian & Jenny Stubbs 

Greeters David & Julie Anderholm 

Ushers Lyle Amundson, Terri Langerud 

Acolytes Kolten Hiles, Emily Smith 

Reader Nancy Swenson 

Altar Guild Connie Peterson, Kari Erickson 

Comm. Asst. Kim Cameron, Nancy Swenson 

Worship Coordinator Todd Whipple 

Coffee Fellowship Jim & Jean Kraft,  Tim & Ann Bergin 

Tech Support Dick Schmidt 

Nursery Anne, Elijah & Hannah Hayes 

**Assistive Listening Devices are available in the Narthex.  If you choose to use one, please 
leave it on the counter when you exit so it can be sanitized for the next use. 

To give with your mobile device, 

Scan the QR code to the left. Online giving available at 

www.lccnisswa.org. 


