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“April showers bring May flowers” is a saying that we all learned when we were kids. It’s actually
an English proverb, believed to have come from an early poem. This year, as usual, many of us
are wondering when the April showers will actually arrive - not necessarily to bring May flowers,
but to wash away the snow that just doesn’t want to leave!
I’ll admit I am anxiously waiting for spring to arrive. I’m tired of snow and the grey skies. I want to
bask in the sun; I want to get to work in the yard, prepare the gardens and begin some outdoor
projects. I want to see new growth on the trees and blooming wild flowers. Yet we can’t have the
beauty of spring without the rain, and the patience to wait for it to fall and wash away the snow.
We also find ourselves in a waiting period in the church year. We have sung our Alleluias and have
proclaimed that “He is Risen, He is Risen indeed!” We find ourselves, after all the fanfair of Easter,
sitting with the disciples in the upper room waiting…waiting for what? To quote the Piixar movie
the “Incredibles”, “Something amazing, I guess.”
But hold on - something amazing has happened. We have received the opportunity to live and
share our love of Jesus Christ with those around us. Jesus has destroyed the power of death and
washed way or sins. And unlike the disciples who hid in fear, we have nothing to fear. For God is
always with us; He has blessed us and saved us all through the love of Jesus Christ! Now it is our
turn to share the amazing love of God with those around us.
So how do we do that? How about joining us and making Sunday morning worship a part of your
weekly routine? I urge you to connect with others in one of our Bible studies, Operation
Sandwich, Women of the Cross, Children, Youth and Family Ministry events, and so on. All of
these ministries help us to grow in our faith as well as our relationship to God and to one another,
sharing His amazing love.
Spring is here – we’ve been washed with Easter showers and it is time for all of us to bloom and to
share our faith. This is the ”Year of Invitation” here at Lutheran Church of the Cross, and I invite
you to join us on this wonderful journey.
Blessings,
Pastor Drew Bakken
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In the bible, the
tree of life
stands astride
the river of the
water of life.
John says that
the leaves of
this tree are for
the healing of
the nations.
The COVID-19
pandemic
pointed out to
us how we are
vulnerable to
disease and
that we do not
have equal
access to health
resources. The
This VBX
program will
help us think
about what
health means
and how God
invites us to
share in the
building of a
just world
where all
people can
enjoy the gifts
of His creation.
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Treasurer's Report - Financial Summary 2022 General Fund
% YTD of

March

YTD

Annual

Annual

Budget

Budget

Income

$ 55,371

$ 175,765

$

688,900

25.4%

Expenses

$ 67,486

$ 161,728

$

688,900

23.5%

Difference

$ (12,115)

$

$

0

13,036

In the month of March our income was less than our expenses by ($12,115).
Thank you for your continued support.

BAPTISM
Name: Bryer Thomas Ubl
Born: June 16, 2021
Baptized: April 10, 2022
Parents: Stefanie & Kaitlin Ubl
Pr. Drew Bakken, Officiant

FUNERAL
Name: Beau Michael Hohertz
Born:
July 1, 2021
Died in Christ: April 6, 2022
Funeral: April 12, 2022
Vicar Michelle Ruen, Officiant

If you would like to receive weekly eblast notifications, please
email the church office at laurie@lccnisswa.org with the email
address you wish us to use.
Have you changed your phone number, or no longer use your
landline, changed your mailing address, etc.?
If so, please let us know so we can update our database.
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Join us for Cross Kids each Sunday during
worship to hear the Gospel “kid-style” - then
join us after church for fun activities, video,
& music to start your week off on a great
note—we have a blast learning about Jesus!

FIRST COMMUNION
ON MAUNDY
THURSDAY AND KIDS
ART FOR EARTH DAY!
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PALM SUNDAE
WAS A GREAT
CELEBRATION
WITH ROLLS
AND FRUIT &
YOGURT!
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Thanks to our kids and the Women of LCC and A Time for Us for donating supplies
and packaging 86 Personal Care Kits for our Synod. The kits are bound for Ukraine
with Lutheran Disaster Response.









May 1: Registration for VBX opens and we need you!
May 11: last night for Weds. Supper, worship and
programming.
May 18: Pizza & Highway Cleanup Event
May 20: Pizza & Game Night
May 22: Sr. Recognition Sunday
May 30: Summer Stretch Deadline
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Hymn of the Month
May 2022
Because He Lives (RESURRECTION), William and Gloria Gaither
(As written in “Then Sings My Soul Book 2”, Robert J. Morgan)
The words of Gloria Gaither
When Bill and I started our family in the sixties, racial tensions were tearing the country apart.
Civil rights activists had suffered and some had been killed. The Vietnam conflict was claiming
thousands of lives, and tensions boiled over on university campuses. Many young people were
growing disillusioned and “dropping out.”
In this climate, Bill and I sought to write songs with lasting answers to the turmoil of the human
spirit. But in the fall in 1969, several things happened to test the reality of our own conviction.
We realized we were expecting another baby. Though we had always intended to have another
child, we weren’t planning on a baby so soon. My body hadn’t quite recovered from the last
pregnancy. Making matters worse, Bill contracted mononucleosis, which left him exhausted and
depressed.
This combination of national turmoil and personal trouble discouraged us, and we occasionally
asked each other, “If the world is like this now, what will it be in fifteen or sixteen years for our
baby? What will this child face?”
While pondering and praying about these things, we came to realize anew that our courage
doesn’t come from a stable world, for the world has never been stable. Jesus Himself was born in
the cruelest of times. No, we have babies, raise families, and risk living because the Resurrection
is true!
Our baby arrived safe and sound, and we named him Benjamin, which means “most beloved son.”
A few weeks later “Because He Lives” was born in our hearts and poured from our souls:
How sweet to hold our newborn baby
And feel the pride and joy he gives;
But greater still, the calm assurance—
This child can face uncertain days because He lives.
Over the years this song has reassured us that our Lord’s Resurrection is the central truth of life.
Because He lives, we can face tomorrow. Many times since, as our children grew, our businesslife changed, our fortunes shifted, or our direction clouded, our family has found assurance in this
very person song. It’s “our song” but we’re grateful others have loved it, too.
1. God sent His Son, they called him Jesus; He came to love, heal and forgive.
He lived and died, to buy my pardon. And empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives!
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Refrain
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow. Because He lives, all fear is gone;
Because I know He hold the future, and life is worth the living, just because He lives!
2. How sweet to hold a newborn baby, and feel the pride, and joy he gives;
But greater still the calm assurance, this child can face uncertain days because He lives.
3. And then one day I’ll cross that river, I’ll fight life’s final war with pain;
And then as death gives way to victory, I’ll see the lights of glory and I’ll know He reigns.
We will sing this hymn in May periodically. I hope it brings back memories or be a new favorite.
Happy Spring!
Cathy Taylor, Minister of Music

Cathy Taylor and Pauline Gustafson
took a moment to pose in their
Easter bonnets on Easter Sunday.

Welcoming Bryer Thomas Ubl through
Holy Baptism.
King’s Kids at our Palm Sunday celebration.
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Ponder and Prayer Group
Are you wanting to be still? Do you need some quiet time with the Lord in a safe,
comfortable, and holy place? Join us for Ponder and Prayer every Monday morning in
May from 10:00-11:00 AM. Meet in the sanctuary at 10:00 AM on Monday mornings.
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP - EVERY TUESDAY AT 2:00 pm
Join Lyle and the guys for coffee every Tuesday afternoon at 2:00 PM in the old youth
room. Coffee and cookies provided. Stimulating conversation encouraged. Inviting all
the snowbirds to come and join in now that you are back!
WOMEN of the WORD BIBLE STUDY
Our next Women of the Word Bible Study is on Tuesday, May 3, at 10:00 AM and 7:00 PM.
Come for a great Bible Study, yummy treats, strong coffee, and wonderful fellowship with other
fun women! Join us in the Chapel Hall on the first Tuesday of the month! No homework. Just
come. See you on Tuesday, May 3!

PIZZA AND GAMES
Come for Pizza and Games on Friday, May 20, from 5:30-7:30 PM. There will be pizza,
lemonade, and dessert. Lots of fun board games and cards will be played. Join in the fun!
Something for ALL ages!
A Time for Us—is for parents of Route 56 and Confirmation students while they wait
for their child. We meet in the old youth room from 7:00 - 8:00 PM. Our last meeting will be
Wednesday, May 11, the last day of Wednesday night programming. Upcoming dates: April 27
- Service project-we will help with Rummage Sale setup; May 4 - we will finish The Chosen;
May 11 - last night - Games, Food, and Laughs. Come join in the fun! Ask Vicar Michelle, if you
have any questions.
Grab your walking shoes and join church friends at Camp Yap-a-Lap!!
Intrigued? Walk from the church back steps every Tuesday this summer,
starting May 31, at 9 am.
We will navigate an easy 2-mile trek from the church. Choose your distance
and walk at your own pace (laps) and enjoy lots of fun conversation (yaps).
No sign up – just show up.
Questions? Maureen Schmidt (schmidtm@nisswa.net)
Jean Kraft (jean.kraft@icloud.com)
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OPERATION SANDWICH will have LCC as its home base in northern Crow Wing
County again this summer! Last year our teams provided lunch kits to an
average of 40 families weekly. Along with the Brainerd/Baxter program,
26,730 lunches were provided, with 282 different families served.
What is Operation Sandwich? It started 10 years ago in Brainerd and
expanded 3 years ago to our area. Just this year it officially became a program
under Bridges of Hope. Families are given peanut butter & jelly, bread and a variety of lunch
favorites, such as fruit cups, granola bars, Goldfish crackers and fresh fruit and vegetables for a
week of lunches for each family member.
Who can get food? Anyone in need. No income guidelines. No taking of names or other
information, except phone number for bag identification for each family.
How do I sign up my family for food? Sign up using 7-digit phone number on Bridges of Hope
website or call office directly. This must be done weekly.
How can I help? This is where our folks from LCC shine!!
 Monetary and food donations all summer long. Look for the food COLLECTION BOX in the
church narthex. Costco, Cub, Super Valu, Aldi gift cards are used to buy fresh food. Checks
designated for Operation Sandwich given through church or sent directly to Bridges of Hope.
 Volunteers to unload food and prep for packing; pack and distribute food bags; clean up,
stock and inventory our food pantry. Sign up methods coming soon. If you want to help, we
will find a place for you! Regular or casual.
 Spread the word about Operation Sandwich. Food costs are high and there is a scarcity of
food through sources like 2nd Harvest and grocery shelves. We believe even more families of
any size will need to supplement their food needs by utilizing programs like Operation
Sandwich.

OPERATION SANDWICH WILL BE EVERY THURSDAY, STARTING JUNE 2,
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 1.
DISTRIBUTION SITES: Nisswa Elementary 12:30-1:00
Our Savior’s Lutheran, Pequot Lakes 11:30-noon
Veteran’s Park, Jenkins 12:30-1:00
Chamber of Commerce, Pine River 11:30-noon
REQUESTED FOOD DONATIONS INCLUDE: fruit cups, individually packaged Goldfish &
trail mix, fruit snacks, chewy & crunchy granola bars, fruit/veggie squeezes. NO PEANUT
BUTTER & JELLY AT THIS TIME. Always subject to change.

OPERATION SANDWICH…serving up PB & J with smiles
Questions can be directed to: Jean Kraft, Northern Route Coordinator
jean.kraft@icloud.com 838-9646
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LCC Women of the ELCA is now
Women of the Cross
We are making changes to Lutheran Church of the Cross
Women of the ELCA:



First, our name has changed. We are now Women of the Cross.
Second, our members remain united together in our service, but we are changing
some of our roles.
 Third, we will be separating our Gather Bible Study from our business meetings, but
we will continue with the wonderful Gather Magazine Bible Study each month. Our
business meetings will be quarterly. Watch the newsletters and bulletins for
updates on the dates and times of the business meetings.
 Fourth, we will be changing some of our Bible Study times so we can be more
accessible to more women.
We are also planning several events for the upcoming year. Stay tuned, and please,
come and join us! We need all of the wonderful women of LCC to join us in being God’s
hands and feet in the world. As you know, every woman member of our congregation
is an automatic member of Women of the ELCA.
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Prime Timers Meeting Thursday, May 5, 12:00 in the
Celebration Center. Bring your own bag lunch; dessert
and beverages will be provided.
Hosts: Bob & Jan Burns and Randy & Marsha Thomson
Program will begin at 12:30. Dee Bjork with the Nisswa
Chamber of Commerce will be our guest speaker. She
will explain what the Chamber of Commerce does, what
the summer programs/events will be and describe
volunteer opportunities. See you then!
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Quilt Silent Auction for Ukraine Relief by LCC Quilters
Two of the quilt tops were make by members of the quilting group. Two completed quilts
were donated by two LCC members. All are machine quilted. All proceeds to go to Ukraine
Relief through the ELCA Disaster Response. Silent Auction begins on Sunday, May 1st and
ends on Sunday, May 29th at 10:30 am. Quilts will be displayed in the Celebration Center.

Quilters meet at 9:30 in the conservatory the first and third Wednesday of each month.

S.O.S. FUNERAL HELP – Our lists of people willing to help with funerals are very outdated.
We would like to invite anyone (men and women) who are willing to come in and assist with
the luncheons for funerals to sign up in the narthex. Maybe you’re just willing to bake a pan
of bars. Maybe you’re just willing to wash dishes. Maybe you’re just willing to make
sandwiches and cut bars. Maybe you’re just willing to do the shopping. Whatever works for
you, please sign up if you would like to be a part of this very important ministry. Sign up
charts will be available in the Narthex.

NEMN Synod Women ELCA Summer Gathering
June 6-8, 2022 Sugar Lake Lodge, Grand Rapids,
Theme: Make Room at the Table Theme Verse
Romans 15:7 ”Welcome one another just as
Christ has welcomed you,” Hymn: All are Welcome
Our In-Kind Gifts will be going towards LSS
Refugee Services.
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A WHOLE LOT OF THANK YOUS!
It’s 6:40 on Easter morning, and our church building is filling up with musicians and singers!
What dedication and commitment these folks have for Lutheran Church of the Cross. Thank
you to each and every one of you who contributed your beautiful gift of music to enhance our
Easter morning services. You are all a blessing!
Thank you to our Decorating Crew for coming in on Saturday morning and arranging all the
beautiful flowers for our sanctuary! Thank you to Jerry Raedeke for displaying all of our
beautiful white paraments for our altar area. What a grand setting to celebrate Easter
morning!
Many thanks to all the children, ushers, greeters, acolytes, communion assistants, altar guild
people, Scripture readers and sound techs who participated in our Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday and Easter Sunday worship services. It takes a village!
Midweek Meal Ministry – What a fantastic group of volunteers who stepped up last Fall and
answered the call to help with these meals on Wednesday evenings during the school year.
We just have a couple of Wednesdays to go, but I wanted to say a HUGE THANK YOU to all of
these people – YOU HAVE MADE A DIFFERENCE!
Team 1
Gregg & Rachel Gerhartz
Nate & Rachel Merseth
Kari Erickson
Dagny Trucano
Sherry Pape

Team 2
Bonnie Stevens
Pat Bohnet
Dean Maier
Judy Heslop
Karen Taylor

Team 3
Terry Frovik & Pauline Gustafson
Ray & Betty Arveson
Dick & Judy Rickbeil
Mark & Judy Swenson

Team 4
Margaret & George Sommerfeld
Sharon & Jerry Leese
Kate & Dick Carlson

Team 5
Jim & Jean Kraft
Marv & Elvera Pelkey
Patti Pluth

Team 6
Chuck & Mary Klang
Tim & Ann Bergin
Phil & Connie Meyers
Spring Blessings,
Sally Hodgson, Lay Ministries Coordinator
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Sun

Mon

Tue

May
1

BLESSING OF THE PLANTS
& SEEDS
9:00
10:00
10:00
10:00

Worship w/ Communion
Cross Kids Connection
Coffee Fellowship/Youth Rolls
Forum: Connecting the Community
with Local Farmers

8

2
8:30
10:00
1:00
7:00

Staff Meeting/Prayers
Ponder & Prayer
Prayer Shawl Group
Suicide Loss Survivor Group

9
9:00
10:00
10:00
1:00

Worship w/ Communion
Cross Kids Connection
Coffee Fellowship
Piano Recital

15
9:00
10:00
10:00
1:00

22 SENIOR RECOGNITION
9:00 Worship w/ Communion
10:00 Coffee Fellowship

29 QUILT AUCTION ENDS
9:00 Worship w/ Communion
10:00 Coffee Fellowship

9:00
10:00
2:00
7:00

8:30
10:00
11:00
1:00

8:30
10:00
10:00
1:00
7:00
7:00

30

OFFICE CLOSED

Text
Supp
King
Wed
Conf
Sr. C

8:30
9:30
4:00
5:30
7:00

9:00 Computer Lab
2:00 Men’s Fellowship

24

8:30 Staff Meeting/Prayers
10:00 Ponder & Prayer
1:00 Prayers Shawl Group

8:30
5:45
6:00
6:20
7:00
7:00

18

17

23

Text
Quil
Supp
King
Wor
Conf
Sr. C

11 Last Wed.
9:00 Computer Lab
2:00 Men’s Fellowship
5:00 Lakes Area Food Shelf
Board Mtg

Staff Meeting /Prayers
Ponder & Prayer
Soul Sisters
Prayer Shawl Group

Staff Meeting/Prayers
Ponder & Prayer
Nisswa Garden Club
Prayer Shawl Group
Suicide Loss Survivor Group
People for Racial Justice

8:30
9:30
5:30
6:00
6:20
7:00
7:00

Computer Lab
Women in the Word
Men’s Fellowship
Women in the Word

10

16
Worship w/ Communion
Cross Kids Connection
Coffee Fellowship/Blessings Breakfast
Piano Recital

4

3

Tex
Qu
Cre
Pizz
Sr.

25

9:00 Computer Lab
10:00 Novel Ideas Book Club
2:00 Men’s Fellowship

31
8:30
9:00
9:00
2:00

Staff Meeting & Prayers
Computer Lab
Camp Yap-a-Lap
Men’s Fellowship

8:30 Text
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Wed

Thu

y

6

t Study
lters
per
g’s Kids
rship w/ Comm.
firmation/ Route 56
Choir/Time for Us

12:00 PrimeTimers
7:00 A.A.

12

7
9:00 55+ Driver Discount
11:00 Funeral: Roger Wulf

13
9:00 MOPS
7:00 Church Council
7:00 A.A.

Study
per
g’s Kids
d. Worship
firmation/Route 56
Choir/Time for Us

19

xt Study
uilters
eation Care Team
za & Hwy Cleanup
. Choir

Sat

2022
5

. Worship until fall

Fri

9:00 MOPS
6:30 Women of the Cross
7:00 A.A.

26

9:00 Love Lake Assoc. Mtg

14

6:30 Piano Recital

20

21
Funeral: Marilyn Olson

5:30 Pizza & Game Night

27

28

Study
12:00 Nisswa Garden Club
7:00 A.A.

Reminder: Before planning any
meeting/event/gathering at
church, call the church office for
availability and scheduling.
Thank you.
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MAY BIRTHDAYS
1. Don Anderson, Tara Jones, Tami Lueck
2. Jason Bassett, Julie Evert, Sarah Tietz,
Marcella Timmons
3. Marissa Bjerkness, Emily Hansen, Carly
Rasinski, Paula West
4.
5. John Poston
6. Pat Larson, Herman Schley
7. Marilyn Wottreng
8. Jude Anderson, Scarlett Anderson,
Vanessa Anderson, Mike Blanch, Jacob
Hemish, Jacob Kruger, Ben Stubbs
9. Matt Green
10. Emma Whiteman
11. Kaitlyn Kruger, Donna Salfer
12. Marty Halvorson
13. Carolyn Johnson, Lyle Kline, Morgan
Lueck, Karen Raguse
14. Mary Miller, Marlene Perkins, Midge
Shaw, Shawn Van Vliet
15. James Gerlich, James Johnson, David
Olness, Pam Osmera, Erik Stoxen, Marion
Town, Chuck Trucano
16. Georgette Lewis, Cheryl Lindberg, Laura
Raedeke
17. Susan Boulka, Brenna LeBlanc, Pam
Poston
18. Cliff Hess, Kristin Neale, Jenny Stubbs

19.
20. Todd Holland, Jack Ingram, Carla
Whiteman
21. Timothy Helsene
22. Kolby Clarine, Logan Fogarty, Jennifer
Oseland, Mary Wnuk
23. Brad Alcock, Linda Carlson, Bailey Clausen,
Diane Fogarty, Brad Myers, Kathleen
Warden
24. Toby Bassett, Quinn Eisenschenk,
25. Clay Erickson, Nora Floberg
26. Keith Anderson, Keith Grothem, Mary
Hubert, Lila Moen, Bob Trafas
27. Taylor Darnauer, Dane Smith
28. Nicholle Dean, Ty Lehmann, Luann
Mickelson, Emery Wottreng
29. Don DeLine, Briston Domino, Mindi Scott
30. Danae Anderson, Sara Crabb-Erickson,
Lisa Kruger, Emma Trees
31. Marilyn Lindberg, Shawna Reed, Martin
Timmons, Mary Lou Weegman
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Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen News
If you would like to help, sign up on the Soup Kitchen
calendar in the hall by the nursery, or call, email, or
text Ann Bergin, at 218-820-5511 /
georgiabergin@gmail.com.
Spring has come (?) so it is time to exercise outside. We had a loyal group of "Toners" this
winter who were also generous in their donations to Smile Train. $517.00 was donated
which changed the lives of 2 children. Taking into account the matching funds available,
8 children were given life-changing surgery for their cleft lips & palates!!
"Toning with a Purpose" started at LCC in the Fall of 2016. In that time, $1,971.00 has been
donated = 7 children; with matching funds = 30 children.
Thanks to all of my Loyal Toners - Blessed to be a Blessing!!
Gloria Thomas

TOTAL FROM LCC MARCH FOOD SHARE DRIVE
FOR LAKES AREA FOOD SHELF
1,086# of food, hygiene and paper products
Over $4,800 monetary donations made through LCC
Please donate to our food shelf all year long! Collection basket on shelves across from nursery.
May drop off donations in person during LAFS hours on Tuesday or Thursday mornings.

A Message on our ELCA Global Missionary

Russian Correspondent– Bradn
We have not received an update from Pastor Bradn. Please join the Global Mission Team and
Pastor Drew and Vicar Michelle in prayer:
“The Lord bless you and keep you (you - Bradn - in your parenting and in your teaching and
administration of the Gospel and Sacramental ministry for Christ and His church; and you Natasha and boys - in your work of faith and hope as parent and child in the midst of war), the
Lord make His face to shine upon you and give you peace in the Name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit”. Amen.
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Quotes &
Pictures
From the volunteers:
“These are not people with just pretty faces around here.”
“Uff da.”
“That is a mountain of clothes.”
“What is this?” “What is that?”
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Welcome New Members
Christopher & Malerie Klabo
Juliette & Calvin

Mark & Karla Jensen

Jonathan & Shaina Aga
Eli
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Novel Idea Book Club
A committee of LCC book lovers came up with a list of books that will provide
rich discussion. It is the intention this year to keep the attention focused on the current book
to keep the discussion timely. We would like to see this book club as an outreach to the
community. Please come join us and bring a friend. You will love the treats!
Novel Ideas will meet in Chapel Hall at 10:00 am according to the
following schedule. Dates may be adjusted as needed during the year.
January 24

Paris Library by Janet Skeslien Charles

February 22 28

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens

March 22

The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd

April 19

Neither Wolf Nor Dog by Kent Nerburn

May 24

This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger

June 28

Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the
Whitest Denomination in the United States
by Lenny Duncan

July 26

Atlas of the Heart by Brené Brown

August 23

The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah

September 27

Blind Your Ponies by Stanley Gordon West

October 25

The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead

November 29

Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom

December 27

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever by Barbara Robinson
OR The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse
by Charlie Mackesy
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NOVEL IDEAS BOOK CLUB
The book club pick for May is This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger
and there are a few copies available in the church library. We will be
meeting May 24th at 10am in Chapel Hall. Refreshments and treats
provided so please join us!
If you’re looking for a previous year’s book club selection, those books in
the library have a pink/salmon colored sticker on the spine.

GARDENING

FISHING

BIRD WATCHING

Did you know that you can find books related to these topics and others in the Nature section
of the library? Stop by and take a look at the selections that we have.
If you have any suggestions for books and/or authors, or in general for the library committee,
there are forms on the table by the book return basket. Just drop your note off in the basket –
thank you. 
A basket for any books that you are willing to donate is now located in the hallway by the book
return table.
Thank you for supporting your church library!

Did You Know?
People for Racial Justice is a Community based racial justice educational and advocacy group
meeting at LCC on the third Monday of each Month in the Conservatory at 7:00 PM. Our
mission statement is “People for Racial Justice advocates for racial justice by the help of God”.
We welcome you into a company of people on a journey toward anti racist behavior and
advocacy. Please show up or contact: Terry Frovik (tfrovik@msn.com or 507-213-9961.
“Racism is real. Race is not”.
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Our Solar Journey
LCC’s journey to a solar installation began in 2009 when the Creation Care Team began dreaming about
what renewable energy could look like at our church. Over the next year we did a lot of research on
various renewable energy options, and with approval from Church Council decided to start looking into a
solar installation at LCC. We decided to work with the Rural Renewal Energy Alliance out of Pine River
(now called REAL Solar) because of their local connection and expertise in designing these types of
systems. RREAL completed a site assessment in 2011 and the Creation Care Team began hosting adult
forums and presenting updates to Council on the project. In 2015 Church Council granted approval for the
project and for a fundraising campaign to install a solar array at LCC. Later that year it became necessary
to replace a large portion of the church’s roof. In order to avoid over-burdening the congregation with
fundraising requests, the Stewardship Committee recommended combining the solar and roof projects
into one mortgage proposal to the congregation. This proposal was approved by a vote of the
congregation on August 30th, 2015.
The solar installation was estimated to cost $40,000. The final project cost came in just under that at
$38,718. The majority of the project (just over 80%) was funded through individual donations, a grant
from the Clean Energy Resource Teams, a rebate from Minnesota Power, and in-kind labor for trenching.
The Congregation’s investment through the mortgage approved in 2015 made up the remaining 19%
($7,467).
From their installation in May of 2016 through December of 2021, our solar panels have produced 55.7
megawatt hours of electricity, or 11% of our total electricity needs. The system was projected to cover
8-10% of our needs and it has exceeded these projections for a couple of reasons. First, the sanctuary
lighting update and other energy efficient updates has helped to reduce our overall electricity use.
Second, the shutdown in 2020, while difficult in so many ways, had the positive effect of drastically
reducing our electricity use for the year and amplifying the impact of our solar system. Our solar system
has resulted in a total savings of around $6,500 for the congregation, nearly paying back the portion of
the mortgage used to fund the project.
We are proud to be one of the first congregations in Minnesota to include solar in our efforts to be good
stewards of God’s creation and are happy to report that many other churches are following in our footsteps. Thank you for your support of this important ministry for our congregation and stay tuned for more
to come on our solar journey!

LCC SOLAR PROJECT
FUNDING SOURCES
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BLESSING OF THE PLANTS AND SEEDS
SUNDAY, MAY 1 at 9AM
The Christian Church began Rogate Sunday services in the 4th century, which we at LCC are
continuing as Blessing of the Seeds and Plants Sunday on May 1. Your Creation Care Team
will be handing out complementary seedlings as you arrive at the 9 a.m. service, which you
are welcome to bring with you during the ritual of the Blessing of the Seeds and Plants during
the service. The entire service will be centered around the Gift of Creation, and our
understanding of a loving God who desires that we be good stewards of creation.
Rev. Jerry Raedeke will officiate, with guest preacher, Rev. John Sippola from First Lutheran in
Duluth, speaking to us on "Dedicated to the Places We Love." Now retired, Rev. Sippola
authored Welcome Them Home - Help Them Heal, which won the 2010 Benjamin Franklin
Book award, and started Welcome Them Home - Help Them Heal as a nonprofit that trains
community and congregation-based trauma service teams to support veterans, family
members, and other trauma survivors. He formed a research partnership with others at the U
of M/Duluth Medical School (2015-2021) to assess community-based approaches to treat
trauma and moral injury, publishing a research paper Processes and outcomes of a
communalization of trauma approach: Vets & Friends community-based support groups in the
Journal of Community Psychology, August 2021.
Following the worship service, a forum will be held in Chapel Hall featuring Ron Meyer,
long-time resident of the Whitefish Area and founder and chair of the Pine River Watershed
Alliance (www.prwa.us). Ron is working with Minnesota Lakes and Rivers (MLR) to initiate a
new program, Up the Creek Meats, that helps local farmers who practice regenerative
agriculture establish links with consumers who want to support them. Regenerative
agriculture is crucial for protecting water quality. Joining Ron at the forum will be Greg and
Vickie, owners of Sunup Ranch, a family Quarter Horse and cattle ranch located in Sylvan
Township just 8 miles west of Brainerd. In 2009, working with the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), Greg and Vickie developed a grazing system for the entire ranch
that emphasizes water quality, timber management, rotational grazing and wildlife
habitat. Sunup offers grass-fed and grass-finished beef, processed in USDA or State of
Minnesota inspected local facilities, and celebrates the improvements in pasture forages, soil,
livestock and water quality over the past several years.
PLEASE JOIN US FOR THIS FASCINATING FORUM, and learn how you can
help local farmers improve their practices, which in turn improves our
water quality. As a bonus, you will also enjoy good, local meat that
comes from local, well-treated animals.
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April 2022 LCC Council Highlights
LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS
Church Council Meeting
Thursday, April 7, 2022

We Assemble in God’s Name
Call to Order

Meeting called to order by Council President Mike Smith

Present:

Mike Smith, Michelle Ruen, Joanie Swanson, Sara Tietz, Jenny Stubbs, Brian Stubbs,
Rachel Gerhartz, Dale Peterson, Darrell Paske, Rob Norgon and Colleen Both.

Devotions: Mike Smith
Guests: Bob Beck and Marv Green

Topic: Update on LCC garage project
Before garage construction plans proceed any further, a conditional use permit is needed by the
city of Nisswa and to apply for that, a survey needs to be completed. No past surveys could be
physically located, although Landecker & Associates show record of it being on file (Landecker
was purchased by Stonemark recently ). After receiving 3 bids, recommendation was to hire
Stonemark Land Surveying, Inc. for $3,500. The survey is good indefinitely and will not only
serve for the garage project, but for any future construction projects at LCC. There is a time
challenge, as Stonemark is currently scheduling five weeks out from authorization to proceed.
Cost of materials has increased since the last estimate, with final project expected to cost
approximately $50,000.
*Motion to hire Stonemark Land Surveying, Inc. for $3,500, with LCC paying half of the expense
and other half coming from the Garage fund made by Darrell Paske; second by Dale Peterson.

Officer Reports:

Council Minutes by Jenny Stubbs (March 2022)
 Motion to approve Darrell Paske; Second Dale Peterson; Motion Passed
Treasurer’s Report by Colleen Both (March 2022)
 Motion to approve Brian Stubbs; Second Sarah Tietz; Motion Passed

New Business:


Motion to accept the nomination of Rob Norgon as Stewardship Chair, by Brian Stubbs;
Colleen Both, Second.

Old Business:


Update to the LCC’s Constitution continues.



Council discussion on 2022 LCC Summer Intern Position Description. The internship
is considered a full time/part time position responsible for assisting in leadership and
coordination of LCC Youth Ministries Program, as well as a position for learning, with
opportunities for leadership, discernment and growth. The position would report to the
Sr. Pastor and to Children, Youth and Family Director, and would be supervised by the
Children, Youth and Family Director, (Kari Erickson).
Motion made to accept summer internship position, with hourly rate of pay subject to
final council approval, by Darrell Paske; Second by Brian Stubbs.
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Pastors’ Reports
Pastor Drew:








Special thank you to all who have helped to serve at our Lenten Suppers and to those who participated in our Lenten worship. We had great attendance for our Wednesday worship even with the spring
breaks by Brainerd and Pequot being on different weeks. We averaged well over 100 each service.
Once again I am amazed at the adults of our church and their willingness to serve to be mentors to
our confirmation youth. When we all work together we grow a stronger sense of community. Those
relationships help our youth grow in their faith journey and to feel a part of this church.
Our food drive was a huge success. We donated over 1,000 pounds of food and $4,500 to the Lakes
Area Food Shelf. Thank you for your generosity as we reach out to help our neighbors in our
community for are dealing with food scarcity. Starting in June we will begin our third year hosting
Operation Sandwich in Nisswa, Pequot Lakes and Pine River. Special thank you to Jean Kraft for
organizing this vital ministry To our community. We will be collecting food and money starting in
May.
As of today we have collected $8,500 to be sent to Lutheran Disaster Response as they help in the
Eastern European conflict in Ukraine. Thank you for your donations and prayers for our sisters and
brothers in Christ in Ukraine.
As we look towards this summer I have been working on a job description for a summer youth intern.
This is a chance for our college age youth to see what it is like to work in a church and gives them a
chance to explore what it means to be in ministry.
Thank you all for the opportunity to serve here at Lutheran Church of the Cross.

Vicar Michelle:














Pastor Drew and I have been preaching every other Wednesday evening during Lent using the Lenten
series, Sensing the Gospel. The sermon will be different on Wednesday than Sunday. I will preach
on Maundy Thursday and Pastor Drew will preach on Easter Sunday. Good Friday is the traditional
Tenebrae Service.
There were 200 copies of the Lenten devotional Grace Unbounded ordered. Almost everyone was
taken. Lenten Reflections, a time during Lent to reflect on the Lenten devotional Grace Unbounded,
met on Fridays from 12:00-1:00 from March 4 - April 8 in the Chapel Hall. We had a nice size group
which I facilitated. Thank you to all that were able to participate in person.
Novel Idea is off and running. Thank you to Jean Olson. The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd
was discussed in March. The April book to be discussed is Neither Wolf Nor Dog.
Women of the Word Bible Study continues to grow. We meet the first Tuesday of every month in
the Chapel Hall. Our March Bible Study was on Jesus washing the disciples feet and living a life of
service. April’s Bible Study centered on Forgiveness. We looked at forgiveness shown in the Bible
and how to apply it to our lives today.
The Women of ELCA hold the Gather Bible Study the second Wednesday of every month. It’s led
by the women of LCC. Jan-March was a good Bible study written by Mark Allen Powell. The
Women of ELCA had two sessions to brainstorm ways to stay vital in the church. Great ideas were
discussed.
LCC will be hosting a Prayer Vigil for Ukraine on Friday, April 8, from 8:00 AM - 8:00 PM in the
sanctuary. Prayers will be set out at the entrance for those who desire to use written prayers. Every
slot has been filled on the sign-up sheets. Thank you, faithful people of LCC! Members and public
are welcome to stop in during the 12 hour time frame to quietly pray in the sanctuary.
I continue to make visitations in homes and facilities. This is a joy for me.
I attended the Heartland Conference at Bethel Lutheran church in Little Falls on Sunday afternoon,
March 13. I will be attending the Synod Assembly on April 29, April 30, and May 1 at Craguns.
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Committee Reports:
Property: Dale Peterson

The LCC Property Committee met on March 18th and April 5th. These are the current and planned
projects for 2022:
1. Complete the “Punch List” from the 2021 Sanctuary flooring and media room projects.
2. Painting of Church Building exterior.
a. Property Committee volunteer work crews will evaluate and make repairs in April and May.
b. Bill Berguson will paint the exterior of the building and bell tower starting in May.
c. Property Committee volunteer work crews will paint the garage and 2 storage sheds in May
and June.
3. Relocation of church staff offices.
a. Install opening, window, and door in new church office space.
b. Relocate staff as offices are available. LCC staff are coordinating moves.
4. Landscaping (south side of Sanctuary)
a. Redo landscape borders.
b. Remove roots, select and plant new bushes.
c. Plant flowers under the new LCC Monument sign.
d. Spread black dirt and seed in lawn areas as needed.
5. Install new wiring to the garage.
6. Seal cracks in the parking lot.
7. Remove playground equipment and fence.
8. Possible addition to garage for rummage sale storage and staging.

Stewardship: Rob Norgon
No report

Worship and Music: Brian Stubbs

The Worship and Music committee met on Sunday, 4/3/22.
-Volunteers are needed to serve on Altar Guild.
-Service times for Holy Week are set:
Maundy Thursday, 6:20 PM
Good Friday, 6:20 pm
Easter Sunday, 7:30, 9:00 inside the sanctuary, 10:30 parking lot service.
-Planning for upcoming Holy Week, May services, and Pentecost were discussed.
-Sound system training is postponed until Music General has fewer conflicts.
-Committee is currently under budget as compared to years prior.
-Future meeting set for June 6.
No Council action is needed at this time.

Social Concerns and Global Missions: Bonnie Stevens




LCC is responsible for cooking & serving the Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen on the first Thursday of the
month. This commitment does not need more than 4 or 5 people to facilitate the meal and serve it. The
small group Soul Sisters will be serving in June. If you have a small group or even a family or friends
group, please consider this ministry of LCC. Sign up on the bulletin board outside the Fireside Room
or contact Ann Bergin 218-820-5511.
Global Links
The Rev. Amy Reumann, senior director for ELCA Witness in Society, writes to say that God is still
present in the midst of war and injustice. She sees God’s love in everyone around the world stepping
forward in solidarity with Ukraine — and especially within the church. Members of the ELCA
community have responded to the crisis with prayer, advocacy and financial support through Lutheran
Disaster Response. Reumann says, “In our Lutheran family, I can glimpse God’s action and can testify
that in the gloom and horror of war, God is here.”
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Generous donors have given over $3 million to support relief for those impacted by the crisis in
Eastern Europe through Lutheran Disaster Response. Those gifts are at work in Ukraine as well as in
the border countries of Poland, Slovakia, Hungary and Romania. They are providing crucial resources
such as cash support for refugees; emergency items such as beds and shelter, food and clean water;
protection for vulnerable individuals and groups; psychosocial care; and the prevention of sexual
abuse.

Children and Family Ministry: Rachel Gerhartz
















Even with spring breaks, our attendance at Cross Kids on Sundays remains constant with 12 - 15 kids
per Sunday.
Kari has started opening the wall between CC and the Treehouse and that has helped encourage more
families to participate after worship - we usually have 12 or so kids.
Fourteen kids and their parents attended our First Communion workshop on April 2. These kids will
take and serve their first communion during Maundy Thursday worship on April 14, and will help
strip the altar at the end of the service. We had a wonderful day of faith formation and fellowship.
Thanks to Pr. Drew and Vicar Michelle for helping with this event.
On April 9 our CYFM team, together with the Creation Care Team, will host an Earth Day Art Event.
We will have projects for "kids" of all ages, and will then display the artwork on Sunday, April 20. So
far we have 16 kids signed up and almost as many adults. All are welcome at this event, which runs
from 9:30am - 11am. We will have pastries and "fancy" tea and coffee available.
We had a wonderful response to our TOILETREE collection and Pack the Pews for the Lakes Area
Food Shelf in March. As a church, we were able to donate 900 lbs. of food and supplies along with
over $4800.00. Thanks to Jean and Jim Kraft for getting our collection up to the LAFS.
Planning will begin for this year's VBX, "The Healing Tree" from ELCA World Hunger. VBX week
is June 20 - 23.
Kari received a Thrivent Grant to purchase supplies to make Lutheran World Relief Personal Care
Kits to be sent to Ukraine. Route 56 and the Women of the ELCA will do this project on Wed.
evening, April 20. Our synod is sponsoring this project, and Bonnie Stevens will be sure our kits get
delivered to them so they can be shipped to Ukraine.
We will celebrate Palm Sundae with yogurt parfaits for everyone on the 10th. The kids will also have
palm branches with ribbons attached and our activity will be paper bag donkeys. For Cross Kids that
day, we will attend Breyer Ubl's baptism.
Kari will be handing out special Easter quiet bags for all kids attending the first two services on Easter
Sunday.
Kari has continued working on moving her office and going through old files, books and materials.
She should be ready for finishing touches next week.
Kari will be getting a Spring Sunday School packet ready to be mailed out after Easter.
Kari has been called for Jury Duty beginning May 1, FYI.

Youth and Family Ministry: Sarah Tietz





Just a note regarding the Wed night youth group:
Right now the confirmation Wed night youth group is meeting with their mentors and talking about
faith and how it relates to their lives and everyday events outside of the Church. We have discussed
how to be kind and share our faith with others. We have discussed how to handle situations which
may cause us to feel uncomfortable and how we may be able to change the event or walk away. We
have had some good discussions.
We have Jen Henry ordering 19 dozen rolls for this coming Sunday and Jen is looking for some
volunteers to help serve.
Confirmation classes will resume after Easter.
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Congregational Life: Joanie Swanson




Small group gatherings, Lenten Reflection, Book Club, etc. are meeting happily after our last few
years of cautious anticipation.
Sunday, April 3rd was New Member Sunday and 3 families were welcomed.
Holy Week is almost upon us. Easter Garden plants may still be purchased through April 13th at the
Church office.

Personnel: Darrell Paske
No report

Closing Prayer: Vicar Michelle
Meeting Adjourned
Submitted by
Jenny Stubbs, Council Secretary
Next Council Meeting:
Thursday, May 12, 2022
All are welcome at Council meetings. Approved minutes and approved financial reports are available in
the church office to any member upon request. If you would like to have something on the Council
meeting agenda, please submit it in writing addressed to President David Endicott and delivered to the
office manager in the church office no less than one week prior to the monthly Council meeting, the
council meets the second Thursday of the month. If the request is submitted less than one week prior to
the next Council meeting it will be addressed at the following monthly meeting.

SCSU’S DRIVER DISCOUNT PROGRAM
FOR DRIVERS OVER 55 YEARS OF AGE

To register, call MN Highway and Safety Research Center
1-888-234-1294 OR 1-320-308-1400

Classes held at Lutheran Church of the Cross
May 6 (4 Hr Refresher) 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
June 3 (4 Hr Refresher) 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Page 31

Thank you …. We are sincerely grateful for everyone who
volunteered in the Spring rummage sale. Your efforts were amazing!
Thank you for your prayers.
Thank you for the wonderful donations … and new found “treasures” for our
shoppers!
Thank you for hanging posters and letting people know about the sale!
Thank you for bringing or preparing food/drink to fill the bellies of our
volunteers!
Thank you for your smiles, amazing fellowship and positive energy!
Thank you for your strength in lugging boxes and bags of clothing!
Thank you for unpacking box after box and sorting items!
Thank you for folding the never-ending bags of shirts, pants, and who knows
what?
Thank you for your spirit of willingness!
Thank you for caring! “Volunteers do not necessarily have the time. They just
have the heart!”
Thank you for efficiently managing the garbage … we were very appreciative!
Thank you for attending planning meetings (some longer than others)!
Thank you to those who donated monetarily!
Thank you for helping those in need as proceeds benefit local and global
charities.
Although the total proceeds from the sale were unknown at the time this May
Cross Currents issue was printed, we want you to know your diligence was
priceless!
Glory be to God!
Pastor Drew and Vicar Michelle

Lutheran Church of the Cross
PO Box 29
5064 County Road 13
Nisswa, MN 56468
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