
  Cross 

Currents 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

At the October Church Council meeting our current Sunday worship times and attendance      

numbers was as item of discussion.  

As a Council, we agreed that our goal is to provide each person who attends our worship service 

an experience that touches their heart as well as helps to build the community of Christ here at 

Lutheran Church of the Cross.  When we gather together as a larger worshipping community, our 

singing, prayers, and conversations with one another take on a life of their own – being together 

is essential for our faith to grow and relationships to thrive. The pandemic had taken the ability to 

gather away from us, but now it is time to return - not to church, but to worship; to join together 

in active participation with God.  

That said, we are mindful of the fact that we each have our own comfort level when it comes to 

being out and about and attending events like worship services, where crowds are gathered.  

After consulting with various church members, we discovered that a substantial number of our 

congregants do not yet feel comfortable returning to church (due to Covid-19 concerns.)  It seems 

that many members continue to worship via online streaming (we still average approximately 100 

combined viewers on our website and on Facebook Live.) While we are blessed with the ability to 

provide this online ministry, it has impacted attendance at our 10:30am service (a service that 

typically has lower attendance in the winter months due to ‘snow birds’ leaving for their homes in 

the south.)  In addition, we have our sometimes unpredictable Minnesota winter weather to       

contend with! 

Together, we as a council have decided that in an effort to address the attendance concern while 

being good stewards of our resources, we will hold one service at 9am on Sunday mornings as of 

November 7th, 2021.  Our plan is that when we achieve 80% capacity at the 9am service, we will 

add back a second worship service; we will re-evaluate this plan after six months. 

We thank you for your continued support and prayers,  

Pastor Drew Bakken and Lutheran Church of the Cross Council 

Lutheran  

Church  

of the Cross   

2021 
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YEAR END GIVING  
For those of you considering year-end giving which           
involve retirement accounts (ie: IRS’s, 401K’s, etc); 
the normal process can take up to several weeks to       
convert funds.  We suggest you contact your financial      
institution early December.  Please use the correct mailing 
address:  LCC  P O Box 29  Nisswa, MN   56468 
All giving dated 12/31/2021 will be credited to statements 
if received by 1/03/2022. 
Please be aware the Postal Service has indicated there will 
be up to a five day delay in receiving 1st Class mail. 

FALL BACK 
Turn your clocks back one 
hour at bedtime Saturday 
night and get an extra hour 
of sleep for worship on 
Sunday, Nov. 7th! 
Test and replace batteries 
in your smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors. 7th 

ANNUAL MEETING PART I 

November 21:  the meeting is called for the purpose of      
electing people to Lutheran Church of the Cross Council, 
Heartland  Conference, Synod Assembly, LCC Foundation and 
Memorial Garden committee.  The annual meeting will be 
held in the Celebration Center at 10:00. 

In observance of Veteran’s Day, we will honoring our 

veterans of US Armed Forces during worship on        

Sunday, November 14th.   



 

Treasurer's Report - Financial Summary 2021 General Fund 

In the month of September our expenses were greater than our income by 

$2,605.  Thank you for your continued support. 

        % YTD of 

      Annual  Annual  

  September YTD Budget Budget 

Income  $   50,065  $   470,839  $      679,929 69.25% 

Expenses  $   52,669  $   439,289  $      679,929  64.61% 

Difference  $   (2,605)  $     31,550  $            0                  
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BAPTISM 
Name:  Carson Sean Sawdey 
Born:  February 28, 2019 
Baptized:   October 17, 2021 
Parents:  Stewart Sawdey & Heather Donahue 
Pr. Drew Bakken, Officiant 

WEDDING 
Alea Gerhartz & Brock Kolander 
Date:  October 2, 2021 
Pr. Drew Bakken, Officiant 

Welcome Todd Whipple as LCC’s new custodian.  He comes 

with a vast array of experiences.  Be sure to welcome him 

into the LCC church family.  You may recognize him as Ron 

& Sue Whipple’s son. 
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We are having a blast in 
Cross Kids  Connection 
on Sunday mornings!! 
Join us in the Treehouse 
at 10:00am for music, 
crafts, storytime,              
fellowship, and FUN—
all are welcome,                  
Preschool through 
Grade 4! 

Welcoming Carson  
Sawdey into the family 

of God through              
Baptism! 
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Our 9th grade team 
will be baking and       
serving cinnamon/
caramel rolls on                
SUPER ROLL            
SUNDAY, November 7 
in Celebration  Center. 

5th & 6th graders are welcome to join 
us for Route 56 which is held in the 

Treehouse following Worship on  
Wednesday. 

Suppers in November: 
11/3:  Tacos 

11/10:  Lasagna 
11/17:  Pizza 

The year has turned its circle,  

The seasons come and go.  

The harvest is all gathered in  

And chilly north winds blow.  

Orchards have shared their treasures,  

The fields, their yellow grain.  

So open wide the doorway-  

Thanksgiving comes again!  

Thanksgiving Eve Worship and Pie Social 
6:20pm on Wednesday, November 24. 
Join with your church family to kick off 

the holiday season! 

Route 56-ers:  join Kari for TACO FAITH at 

11:30am on November 14 in the Celebration 

Center.  We will have a fun  devotion and 

make (and see how our faith is like) TACOS!!!! 
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Affirmation of Faith 
for Ryan Gerlich was                
celebrated with his 
church family on                      
November  13th. 

Thanks to his family 
and friends for                
supporting him on this 
special evening! 

We had a great evening 
packing up 34 Care              

Packages to send to our 
Post-Secondary students.  

We included treats, cards, 
notes, and  devotions to let 

these members know we 
keep them in our thoughts 

and prayers! 
 

Join us as we prepare for             
Advent as a church family—this 
will be part of our Route 56 and 
Confirmation programming on 

December 1, but all families 
and siblings are welcome to 

attend! 
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November 2021  Hymn of the Month 
  

ELW 829 Have You Thanked the Lord? (LAMOTTA) 

Have you thanked the Lord?  Have you praised God’s name? 
Don’t you know that no tomorrow is quite the same? 
Have you thanked the Lord? Have you knelt in prayer, 
And rejoiced that, rain or sunshine, our God is there? 
 

1.  Hallelujah!  Thank the Lord for sun, sand, and sea,  
     Every star at night that shines for you and me. 
     Blessings so many come our way: 
     Have you thanked the Lord today? 
 

2.  Hallelujah!  Paradise we taste where we are; 
     Summer breezes, winter warmth are never far. 
     God’s love is ever on display: 
     Have you thanked the Lord today? 
 

3.  Hallelujah!  Joy and peace the Savior will bring. 
     Grace amazing!  So we lift our voice and sing, 
     Grateful when clouds are bright or gray: 
     Have you thanked the Lord today? 
 

Bill LaMotta (1919-1980) wrote the text and the music to this seemingly simplistic, but profound hymn of 
thanksgiving for the simple gifts of creation and God’s love for us.  What a perfect hymn for this month of 
November with that most special of holidays, Thanksgiving. 
 

LaMott was born in St. Croix in the Virgin Islands, where his father was a member of Frederick Lutheran 
Church, the oldest Lutheran church in the Western hemisphere, founded in 1666.  His mother was baptized 
a Moravian and was a church organist.  Bill, by age 5, was playing organ and clarinet.  When he was young, 
he was substitute organist.  Then his whole family – five brothers and his parents – formed the LaMotta 
Orchestra, which played in hotels and various other venues.  He studied at the Julliard School of Music, but 
went into the service during WW II so was unable to finish his studies.  After the war he performed with his 
brothers on radio and television, then went back to the Virgin Islands in 1959.  He was also very active in 
civic affairs becoming a delegate to the Third Constitutional Convention of the Virgin Islands, president of 
the St. Thomas-St. John Chamber of Commerce and a member of the board of directors of the Virgin Islands 
Water and Power Authority.  He wrote this and other hymns as well as the Alma Mater for the University of 
the Virgin Islands, the “Prayer for the Virgin Islands”, and a symphonic piece in honor of Pablo Casals, which 
was played by the Puerto Rico Symphony Orchestra. 
 

I hope you enjoy this hymn as we sing it in November.   
 

Have a wonder November and Thanksgiving holiday.  My God bless us all. 
 

Cathy Taylor, Director of Music 
Portions of this article written with permission from Hymnal Companion to the Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

Music Notes 

Sometimes 

I just look up, 

Smile and say, 

“I know that  

Was you, Lord! 

Thanks!” 
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On October 16th, the Teie Family Concert Songs Our Father Taught Us, 
raised over $1,700 for the LCC Youth Scholarship Fund.  A huge thank you 
to Ernie, Paul & David Teie, Cathy Taylor, Laura Raedeke, Jenepher Piper, 
and Andrew Teie for their musical talents and stories. 

If you were not able to 
attend, it is available 
on our website for a 
limited time and on 
our church Facebook 
page. 
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Ponder and Prayer Group- Every Monday 10:00  AM in the Sanctuary 
Join us every Monday morning from 10:00-11:00 AM in the Sanctuary for a quiet time of  
meditating on God's Word. Followed by a time of prayer. All are welcome. Contact Vicar 
Michelle or Carol Smith @ 218-851-4355 with questions. 

Women in the Word Bible Study - *CHANGE IN EVENING DATE for November 
Join us TUESDAY, November 2, at 10:00-11:30 AM or MONDAY, November 1, from 7:00-8:15 
PM in the Chapel Hall for a special time of being in God's Word. A time of good food, fun  
fellowship, and studying the Word together. Bring a friend. All are welcome. Led by Vicar 
Michelle. 

A Time for Us - Every Wednesday, 7:00 PM  
Parents, join us for an hour in the old youth room while you wait for your child in Confirmation 
or Route 56. Enjoy getting to know other parents. This month we will be talking about             
The Chosen, a modern series on NetFlix that shows the life of Jesus through the disciple's eyes. 
Join us for popcorn, conversation, and fun fellowship. This time is for you! Talk to Vicar Michelle 
with questions. 

Outdoor Adventures 
What a great place to live and be outdoors! Have any ideas for a fun outdoor adventure for 
LCC to do in the next month or two? Call the church office, or Anne or Josh Hayes @                
218-838-1490 or Sara and David Smith @ 218-851-7645  with your ideas and thoughts. Feel 
free to lead it yourself or just offer up the idea and we will take it from there.  

Men’s Fellowship -  Every Tuesday at 2:00 PM 
Join Lyle and the guys in the old youth room for coffee, cookies, and low-key conversation. 
Come when you can! Just show up! It's every Tuesday afternoon at 2:00.  
Talk to Lyle Amundson if you have any questions.  

Soup Time For Hotdish Ministries 
Would you be willing to make soup to put in our church freezer so we can take a container of 
soup when we go out on visits in the coming months?  If so, freeze it in containers that you do 
not need back and we will make sure it gets in the hands of those that are recovering from 
illness, surgery, or a hospitalization. Thank you so much for being the hands and feet of Jesus. 
May you be blessed for being a blessing to others!  Any questions, call the church office. 
Thank you!  

Pizza & Game Night—3rd Friday of the month, 5:30 pm (Nov. 19) 
Bring a deck of cards &/or your favorite game.  Pizza and dessert provided.  All ages welcome. 
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Gather Study Fall 2021: The gift of the spirit 

 
Celtic Christians likened the Holy Spirit not to a dove, but to a goose. In the three 
sessions (September-October-November) of the fall Gather Bible study, the Rev. 
Sara Olson-Smith, associate pastor at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Davenport, Iowa, 
will lead us on our own divine Wild Goose chase. We’ll track the Holy Spirit’s       
actions throughout the Bible and throughout our lives. We’ll explore how the Spirit 
moves God’s people into adventures and lives we would never dare risk on our 
own. 

Jesus gave the Holy Spirit to us.  The Holy Spirit continues to reveal the truth of  
Jesus to us and is a resource for God’s people, reviving, reforming, reconciling and 
giving us power - not just to us as individuals, but to our communities -  to live out 
Jesus love and be His hands and feet in the world. 

Join Us Wednesday, November 10
th

 at 10am in Chapel Hall for 
Food, Fellowship and Scripture as we share November’s Gather 

Study:  Wind of God: Refiner and Re-router 

We’ll see the ways in which God’s Spirit refines us into our truest selves.  We will 
also follow the Spirit’s movements through the early church to see how the Spirit   
re-routes God’s people, guiding us into transformed lives and renewed                  
communities of faith.  Hope to see many of you then! 

Gather Studies are Bible studies published by the Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in 
their magazine called “Gather”.   Each issue of the magazine contains a Bible Study and stories of hope and 
comfort from voices throughout the ELCA to help guide women as they live and experience faith in their 
everyday lives. Monthly copies of the Gather magazine, purchased by LCC Women of the ELCA, are        
available in the narthex. 
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2021 LCC Christmas Tree of Sharing 

Plan now to join other LCC members in gifting children and 
adults whose lives are touched by violence, abuse or          

addiction and brighten the lives of the elderly.  Watch for the 
2021 LCC Christmas Tree of Sharing, which will be coming 

soon to LCC.  This year’s Sharing Tree Gifts will benefit         
Children of Adult and Teen Challenge Participants, Residents 
of Hills Crossing Senior Living, Participants of Breath of Life 
Adult Day Care, Families at Mid MN Women’s Center and 
Students with ISD 181 Collaborative Services in the Nisswa 

Area.  Choose an ornament from the tree, purchase the gift 
requested on the ornament, bring the unwrapped gift - 
with the ornament attached - back to LCC and place it        

under the Christmas Tree of Sharing.    A Tree of Sharing will 
be in the Narthex and also one in the Celebration Center 

Hallway Sunday, November 28th - Sunday, December 12th.  
Monday, December 13th, is the last day we can accept gifts 

for the LCC Christmas Tree of Sharing.  Thank you in advance 
for sharing with God’s children as we celebrate His gift of the 

Christ Child given for all.  

(LCC Christmas Tree of Sharing is sponsored by 
 LCC Women of the ELCA)  
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Thanksgiving Fellowship with your LCC Family 

Please join us on Wednesday 

evening, November 24th in the 

Celebration  Center after the 

Thanksgiving Eve Service for a 

time of fellowship and refresh-

ments.  Spend some relaxing 

time visiting with your LCC 

family before all the festivities 

of Thanksgiving Day! 

   Please sign up to lend a hand— we will 

  need some help with the pie and coffee—two shifts: 

5:45 to 6:15 to set up (need 5 people) 

7:00 to 8:00 to serve and clean up (need 5 people) 

SIGN UP ON THE KIOSK IN THE NARTHEX—THANK YOU!! - Sally Hodgson 

Christmas in  

November 

An organ and piano concert  

presented by Cathy Taylor and 

Laura Raedeke. Refreshments 

served following the concert. A 

free will offering will benefit our 

Sanctuary Remodel Project. 

Friday,  

Nov. 19, 7pm,  

sanctuary 
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Friday,  

Nov. 19, 7pm,  

sanctuary 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      

         November 
 

   

   

     

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 ALL SAINTS SUNDAY/ 
          DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS 

8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25    OFFICE CLOSED 26      OFFICE CLOSED 27 

28    FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

29 30         
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  8:30    Staff Meeting/Prayers 
10:00    Ponder & Prayer 
  1:00    Prayer Shawl Group  
   3:00   Novel Ideas Book Club 
  7:00    Suicide Loss Survivor Group 
  7:00    People for Racial Justice 

  9:00    Computer Lab   
  2:00   Men’s Fellowship 

9:00     Computer Lab   
 2:00    Men’s Fellowship 
  

    8:30  Text Study   
  10:00  Gather Bible Study   
   5:30   Bells of Praise 
   5:45   Wed. Supper 
   6:00   King’s Kids 
   6:20   Wed. Worship   
   7:00   Confirmation/Route 56 
   7:00   Sr. Choir/Time for Us 

  8:30   Text Study 
   6:20  Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
   7:00  Pie Fellowship 
  

  9:00 Worship w/Communion 
10:00 Cross Kids Connection 
10:00 Coffee Fellowship 
  6:00  HSYG Bowling & Pizza 
   

  8:30    Staff Meeting/Prayers 
10:00    Ponder & Prayer 
  1:00    Prayer Shawl Group 

  8:30   Text Study 
  9:30   Quilters 
10:00   Nisswa Garden Club 
  5:30   Bells of Praise 
  5:45   Wed. Supper 
  6:00   King’s Kids 
  6:20   Wed. Worship 
  7:00   Conf/Route 56/Time for Us 
  7:00   Sr. Choir Practice  

  8:30  Staff Meeting /Prayers  
10:00  Ponder & Prayer 
11:00  Soul Sisters 
 1:00   Prayer Shawl Group 
  

  9:00   Worship   
 10:00  Cross Kids Connection 
10:00   ANNUAL MEETING PART I 
 10:00  Coffee Fellowship 

  9:00   Worship w/Communion & 
  Baptism 
10:00   Cross Kids Connection 
10:00   Coffee Fellowship 
11:30   Route 56 Taco Faith 
  

  9:00  Computer Lab   
  2:00  Men’s Fellowship 
 

  9:00     Computer Lab 
10:00     Women’s Bible Study 
  2:00     Men’s Fellowship 
   

  8:30   Staff Meeting/Prayers 
10:00   Ponder & Prayer 
  1:00   Prayer Shawl Group 
  7:00   Women’s Bible Study    
  7:00   Suicide Loss Survivor Group 

  8:30   Text Study  
  9:30    Quilters 
  5:30    Bells of Praise 
  5:45    Wed. Supper 
  6:00    King’s Kids 
  6:20    Wed. Worship 
  7:00    Confirmation/Route 56 
  7:00    Sr. Choir Practice   
  7:00    Time for Us 

   9:00  Worship   
 10:00  Cross Kids Connection 
 10:00  Coffee Fellowship/Youth Rolls 

  8:30    Staff Meeting/Prayers 
10:00    Ponder & Prayer 
  1:00    Prayer Shawl Group 

9:00     Computer Lab   
 2:00    Men’s Fellowship 
  



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      

         November 
 

   

   

     

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 ALL SAINTS SUNDAY/ 
          DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS 

8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25    OFFICE CLOSED 26      OFFICE CLOSED 27 

28    FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

29 30         

2021 
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  10:00   Toning with a Purpose 
    7:00   Church Council 
    7:00   A.A.  

 11:00  Private Baptism 

   7:00    A.A.  

  
  

    
   

  9:00   55+  Driver Discount 
   

   

    8:30  Text Study   
  10:00  Gather Bible Study   
   5:30   Bells of Praise 
   5:45   Wed. Supper 
   6:00   King’s Kids 
   6:20   Wed. Worship   
   7:00   Confirmation/Route 56 
   7:00   Sr. Choir/Time for Us 

  8:30   Text Study 
   6:20  Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
   7:00  Pie Fellowship 
  

     

 5:30   Pizza & Game Night 
 7:00   Christmas in November 
  
  

  9:00  MOPS 
10:00  Toning with a Purpose  
  7:00   A.A.  

  8:30   Text Study 
  9:30   Quilters 
10:00   Nisswa Garden Club 
  5:30   Bells of Praise 
  5:45   Wed. Supper 
  6:00   King’s Kids 
  6:20   Wed. Worship 
  7:00   Conf/Route 56/Time for Us 
  7:00   Sr. Choir Practice  

  

    
    
    

10:00   Toning with a Purpose     
12:00   PrimeTimers  
   7:00   A.A.  

  8:30   Text Study  
  9:30    Quilters 
  5:30    Bells of Praise 
  5:45    Wed. Supper 
  6:00    King’s Kids 
  6:20    Wed. Worship 
  7:00    Confirmation/Route 56 
  7:00    Sr. Choir Practice   
  7:00    Time for Us 
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1. Eric Bolt, Carly Maine, Ethan Trosdahl 

2. Jeffrey Fiebelkorn, Barbara Thell  

3. Michael Baker, Keaton Brill, Alexander 
Hernandez, Janet Horn, Allyson Smith, 
Eunice Wiebolt 

4.   

5. Beverlee Dunphy, Eugene Schroeder,  
Dennis Skjod 

6. Roger Johnson, James Kuusisto, Michael 
Scott 

7. Joseph Milli, Lori Nistler, Nash Tietz, 
Mitchell Rude 

8. Pamela Johnson, Jonah Schwanke 

9.   

10. Betty Huseby, Eva Oium, Jody Rasinski 

11. Joe Winegar 

12. Lowell Carlson, Mac Chandler, Heather 
Grell, Jane Johnson, Dennis Lueck 

13. Sharol Rude, Amy Strother 

14. Carter Loge 

15. Peggy Beck, Gregory Larson, Charles 
McCleary, Roger Salfer, Rachel Sullivan, 
Claudette Tollefsrud 

16. Violet Anderson, Rick Skogen 

17. Ava Baron 

18.   

19. Brad Henry, Gavin Johnson,                   
Daniel Fiebelkorn 

20. Bob Burns, Michelle Nelson 

21. Tami Evanson, Alexander Jones, Greg      
Nygren, Mark Owens, Jerrett Tietz 

22. David Pederson, John Wallin,                   
Brian Wermager, Garrett Westin 

23. Deborah Fiebelkorn 

24. Connie Nelson 

25. Aron Anderson, Tae Evanson, Chuck         
Larson, Taunya Loge, Lee Oseland 

26.   

27. Diane Anderson, Marcie Hofmann, Jan 
Peterson 

28. Sarah Baker, Russ Doering, Cooper Jacobs 

29.   

30. Sara Alcock, Joe Ciardelli, Ruby Dirkes, 
Carter Fritz 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
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We are NOT accepting donations at this time.   
Stay tuned for updates. 

Church members enjoyed          

pancakes, scrambled eggs,          

sausage, coffee and juice during 

the Stewardship Breakfast on 

Oct. 17th.  Thank you to the 

Church Council and Stewardship 

Committee for preparing and 

serving this wonderful breakfast. 

Made possible by a Thrivent 

Grant. 



 

A Message from our ELCA Global Missionary 

Russian Correspondent 

Page 20 

Your brother in Christ, Bradn 

Dedication of New Space for the Theological Seminary  
On April 18 ELCR Archbishop Dietrich Brauer made a visit to St. Petersburg to consecration of the new 
premises of the Theological Seminary, now to be located Petrikirche, the home of Sts. Peter and Anna 
congregation and the church media office.  
In the fall of 2020, the seminary began to move from the campus in the village of Novosaratovka, just 
outside of St. Petersburg. This territory and its buildings served as the home for theological education in 
our church for more than 20 years. The decision of the churchwide council to take such a step was tied 
with two realities – one, that being in the city (rather than outside of it) provides new opportunities for 
the educational institution and two, that the very high costs associated with the maintenance of the 
campus was hindering the ability of the seminar to fulfill its mission.  

Speaking before the consecration, Rector Dr. Anton Tikhomirov spoke 
about the passage where Joshua inspires the people before crossing 
Jordan on the road to a new future. (Joshua 1: 6-9). He recalled that 
the same words were said at the morning prayer service on the very 
first day of the Theological Seminary in April 1997, when then rector, 
Stefan Raeder, inspired teachers and students to start on a new path.  
A number of spaces dedicated to seminary use, located mostly in the 
northern annex of the cathedral, are named after those who are      
associated with the history of Russian Lutheranism and the history of 
the Theological Seminary itself.  
A small chapel is dedicated to Arthur Malmgren, bishop of the       
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Soviet Union from 1924 to 1936 
and director of theological courses in Petrograd in the 1920s.         
Archbishop Dietrich Brauer mentioned him in his sermon at the       
Sunday service in Petrikirche. “I would especially like to remember the 
last rector of our Theological Seminary in Petrograd-Leningrad, Bishop 
Arthur Malmgren, before the complete destruction of church          

structures by the Soviet regime,” he said. – “The fate of theological education largely reflects the fate of 
our Church and the country as a whole. The Seminary became one of the centers of the struggle for the 
life of the Lutheran Church. Despite unprecedented pressure and strict prohibitions on religious          
propaganda and all spiritual educational activities, Malmgren fought selflessly for the possibility of a 
theological education. It was a fight for the future… which is inconceivable both without the freedom of 
the Gospel and without proper theological proficiency.”  
The reading room on the first floor of the cathedral is named after the first Archbishop of the            
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Russia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Central Asia Georg Kretschmar, during 
whose ministry the ELC Theological Seminary began its work in 1997. The meeting room on the top floor 
is dedicated to Gerhard and Joan Krodel, long-term American partners of the seminary, thanks to whom 
the first campus of the seminary was purchased and prepared for use.  
The consecration of the seminary was attended by leaders of Roman Catholic and Protestant theological 
institutions located in the city; our seminary now being located nearer to them opens up new             
possibilities for cooperative, ecumenical learning.  
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Mark your calendar for Nov 4th and join 

us at 12 noon in the Celebration Center.  

Program will be the Sherriff’s Department 

and their canine unit. Please bring your 

own brown bag lunch.  Dessert and       

beverages will be provided.   

      Should be a great program!  

Julie Jo Larson, author of 100 Things to do in Minnesota 

Northwoods Before You Die was Primetimers first program 

of the season. Thank you to hosts, Mark and Judy       

Swenson & Ron and Sue Whipple.  
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Welcome New Members 

Stephen & Susan Boulka Daniel & Tracy Olson 

Wayne & Linda Van Vliet Drey & Autumn Loge 
Adley & Nollie 
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Welcome New Members 

Daniel & Tracy Olson 
Shawn & Allison Van Vliet 

Nora & Mira  

Drey & Autumn Loge 
Adley & Nollie 

Marilyn Walsh 
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Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On October 7th, Dave and Marie Olness, Dale and Connie Peterson and Mike and        
Bonnie Stevens served Lasagna, Salad, carrots, bread, cookies and frozen yogurt to 
thankful guests at the Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen. 

If you would like to help LCC with their volunteer commitment of the First Thursday of every 
month,  contact Ann Bergin at  218-820-5511 or georgiabergin@gmail.com. 

Toning with a Purpose starts November 4th.  It will be held  
weekly on Thursday mornings at 10:00 am usually in Chapel 
Hall (may change rooms if necessary).  Be sure to bring hand 
weights and/or bands.  Any questions, see  Gloria Thomas.  
Donations will go to SmileTrain. 

Legacy Chorale of Greater Lakes announces  
Requiem, Op. 48 by Gabriel Faure 
Directed by Michael Smith 
Piano:  Laura Raedeke 
Soloists:  Cathy Taylor-Soprano; Jared Rustad-Baritone 
Date:  Sunday, November 21, 2021  at 7:00 PM 
Location:  Gichi-Ziibi Center for the Arts, 602 S 5th Street Brained, MN 
Faure composed his Requiem in D minor, Op. 48 between 1887 and 1890.  The choral-orchestral setting 
of the shortened Catholic Mass for the Dead in Latin is the best-known of his large works.  Its focus is on 
eternal rest and consolation.  It includes seven movement, with soprano and baritone soloists, mixed 
choir and piano accompaniment. 
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Even with the disruption due to Covid-19, the remodeling in the Sanctuary and a 
hot, humid summer, the Sharing Market managed to collect $767.08. 
 

I would like to thank all the people who donated produce, plants, money, baked 
goods and jelly to the Sharing Market  this year.  One generous man dropped a $20 
bill on the table as he walked by. 
 

Many dedicated gardeners and bakers invested money, sweat, and hours of hard 
work to deliver fresh, local food to the congregation. 
 

The money this year is being donated to the Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen in Brainerd, 
whose mission is to demonstrate the love of Christ by providing meals to the 
hungry of our community. 
 Thank you, 
 Debbie Rottschafer, Creation Care Team 

HOW TO RECYCLE HALLOWEEN PUMPKINS FOR WILDLIFE 
1. Compost your pumpkins—If you’ve carved a jack-o-lantern, it may already be 

decomposing.  Pumpkins are 90% water, which means they quickly begin       
breaking down once you cut into them. This makes them a great addition to 
your compost pile.  

2. Make a Snack-o-Lanterns—You can recycle your pumpkin and turn it into a “snack-o-lantern” or a 
pumpkin feeder! These are easy to make and the squirrels and birds will love them. Just make sure 
to only use firm, fresh pumpkins. If they are getting soft and squishy or moldy, composting them is a 
better idea. Be sure to only fill them with enough seed for the wildlife to eat within a few days to 
prevent the seed from spoiling. 

3. Share Pumpks Seeds With Wildlife—Many birds and small mammals will eat pumpkin seeds if you 
offer them in your yard. Collect seeds from your pumpkins before composting them, and let the 
seeds dry. Don’t add salt or seasoning is you’re going to offer them to the wildlife. Scatter the seeds 
outside or put them in a platform feeder as a special treat. You can can also mix them in with bird-
seed in your feeders–just make sure the ports are big enough for the pumpkin seeds to fit through. 
You can even add them to your “snack-o-lantern” (see #2)!  

4. Cut into Pieces for Animals—Cut your pumpkin into pieces and scatter outside as a treat for local 
critters. Birds will feed on the flesh pumpkins in addition to the seeds, as will squirrels, foxes, deer 
and other mammals.  Just don’t do this if large animals such as bears might be attracted to your 
yard (in most places brown and black bears are entering their winter dormancy by the time               
Halloween passes) or if rats are an issue in your area.  

5. Plant Pumpkin Seeds—Pumpkins are part of the squash family, and their flowers are a food source 
for pollinators. So save some pumpkin seeds now to grow your own of pumpkin plants next year. 
They’re easy to grow and low maintenance garden plants. Not only will you have your own        
pumpkins to carve up next Halloween, you’ll “bee” feeding pollinators in the spring and summer 
too!  

https://blog.nwf.org/2014/10/how-to-recycle-halloween-pumpkins-for-wildlife/ 

https://www.dwellsmart.com/pages/how-to-compost-pumpkins
https://www.dwellsmart.com/pages/how-to-compost-pumpkins
https://rangerrick.org/crafts_activities/recycle-a-pumpkin-into-a-bird-feeder/
https://rangerrick.org/crafts_activities/recycle-a-pumpkin-into-a-bird-feeder/
http://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/bwdsite/learn/top10/weird-things-to-feed-birds.php
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/edible/vegetables/pumpkin/saving-pumpkin-seeds-how-to-store-pumpkin-seed-for-planting.htm
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS 
Church Council Meeting  

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 
 

We Assemble in God’s Name 
Devotion:   Darrell Paske 

 

Call to Order 
 Meeting called to order by Council Secretary Darrell Paske 
 

Present: 
 Colleen Both; Darrell Paske; Pastor Bakken; Vicar Ruen; Dale Peterson; Pam Johnson;             
 Jen Henry; Bonnie Stevens; Craig Fink; Joanie Swanson 

 

Officer Reports: 
 Council Minutes by Darrell Paske 

 Motion to approve Bonnie Stevens; Second Pam Johnson; Motion Passed  
 Treasurer’s Report by Colleen Both 

 Motion to approve Dale Peterson; Second Craig Fink; Motion Passed 
 
New Business:  

 Nominating Committee:  Nominating Committee will consist of Executive Committee and Pam    
Johnson.  Committee with meet October 26th at 7:00 p.m. 

 Personnel Committee has interviewed and recommended hiring Todd Whipple to fill the vacant        
custodial position.  Motion to approve, Dale Peterson; Second, Bonnie Stevens.  Motion Passed 

 Sunday Worship Time:  Discussion was had regarding number of services on Sunday mornings.  
Based on the attendance numbers at present it was determined that we should move to one service 
until such time that numbers return to a pre-Covid levels, and at that time return to two services.       
Motion by Bonnie Stevens to move to one Sunday service at 9:00 a.m., commencing Sunday         
November 7th; Second Dale Peterson.  Motion passed  

 

Old Business: 

  Audit:  Audit will be done by Tim Bergin on October 30, 2021 

  Personnel:  See #2 under New Business 

  Constitution:  No Report 

 

Pastors’ Reports 
Pastor Drew:  
 What a great time to be at Lutheran Church of the Cross. It has been wonderful to be back to Sunday 

morning in our newly renovated sanctuary, and to see everyone again. A special thank you to every-
one for their support to make this renovation possible. One thing that I have missed this past 18 
months have been our choirs. It has been wonderful to have the Sr. Choir, bells choir and kings kids 
sharing their talent and gift with our congregation. 

 Our Wednesday worship has kicked off and we have been averaging around 90 people for worship 
and dinners. Thank you to our 6 rotating teams who are serving our Wednesday meals. It has been 
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great to see our young families and youth in worship. This year in confirmation we are walking 
through the Ten Commandments, special thank you to our small group leaders and all their hard 
work. 

 This past month we celebrated 17 youth who confirmed and shared their faith. We rejoice at their 
hard work for these past years and we are excited to see where God will be calling them, and the 
leadership that they will provide for our church. 

 We rejoice that we were able to have a rummage sale and we rejoice with our rummage sale ministry 
and all the hard work that they put in this year. They raised over $10,500 at this past sale. Special 
thank you to Bob Beck, Marv and Karen Green for all their hard work this past year to make this sale 
possible along with all the rummage sale chairs and volunteers. 

 This past month I have returned to leading worship at our nursing homes. It is a great treat to worship 
with the saints in our community once again. As for pastoral acts I have had two weddings this 
month, along with two private baptisms, and one funeral. I have had coffee with several new      
members, and funeral planning meeting with one of our members. And we received 7 new families 
into the fellowship here at Lutheran Church of the Cross. 

 God has certainly blessed the ministry here at Lutheran Church of the Cross and I am so glad to be 
sharing it with you all. 

 

Vicar Michelle: 

  Prime Timers had a great turn out for their first get together since covid. They met on October 7 and 
will continue to meet on the first Thursday of each month. Julie Jo Larson, a local author, spoke 
about her book, 100 Things to Do in Northwoods Minnesota Before You Die. Thank you to Ron and 
Sue Whipple, and Mark and Judy Swenson for hosting the lunch. Valerie Ann’s provided a delicious, 
boxed lunch.  

 Women of the Word Bible Study has been meeting on the first Tuesday of every month at both 10:00 
AM and 7:00 PM. It has been well-attended and has a different theme and/or Scripture each month.  

 Men’s Fellowship is getting together on Tuesdays at 2:00 PM in the old Youth Room led by Lyle  

  Amundson. 

  Gather Bible Study, Women of the ELCA, meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 10:00 
AM. In October, they are having a sub luncheon to gather ideas and direction for the upcoming year.  

 Pizza and Game Night is meeting for the first time on October 15. This will be occurring monthly in 
the Celebration Center on the third Friday of each month.  

 Ponder and Prayer on Mondays from 10:00-11:00 is going well. We are using Lectio Divina for the 
first half hour (pondering) and the ACTS formula for the second half hour (praying).  

 The schedule of preaching every other Sunday is working well. Thank you, Pastor Drew.  

 I had my Lutheran Liturgy seminary class the weekend of October 1-3. I am taking Systematics       
Theology 2 and History of Christianity this semester. 

 

Committee Reports: 
Property:  Dale Peterson 
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 Landscaping: The dead and dying bushes have been removed on the south side of the sanctuary. 
Landscape block edging and new bushes will be planted in the spring. We have a suggested layout 
and recommended plants from Julie the Master Gardener. We'll also get a load of black dirt and seed 
any grass areas as needed. 

 Irrigation: The irrigation system is complete and works great after the main well-head was flushed 
last month, so we don't need to do anything more with the well. Both front and back irrigation            
systems were blown out for winter. 

 Sound Room: The sound room remodel project is complete. The new roll-down window will be  
installed on Friday, October 15th. 

 Sanctuary Flooring: The new sanctuary flooring is now complete. There is a punch list of items to 
follow up on. 

 

Stewardship: Craig Fink 
No report 
 
Worship and Music:  Brian Stubbs 
No Report 

 

Social Concerns and Global Missions:  Bonnie Stevens 

 Habitat for Humanity – Svoboda Home is close to the fundraising goal – with about $5,000 left to 
raise!  Work is not quite completed, but we are at the punch list stage – doorknobs, closet shelving, 
towel bars, etc.  Cathy Wells hopes to get some pictures of the “almost-complete” house later this 
week and will send out an update to all our church partners soon.  We encourage the LCC Faith  
community to continue praying for this family in the final stages of the build! 

 Bridges of Hope Celebrating 20 years in 2022.  20 years of service (2002–2022) to the Brainerd 
Lakes Area Community. We’ll keep the cheer and appreciation going with celebratory surprises in 
2021 and 2022 as we recognize those who have influenced the shaping of our history. The Anniver-
sary year will wrap up with the first ever, formal “Building Hope Gala” in the Fall of 2022.          
Operation Sandwich is sponsored by Bridges of Hope. 

 

Children and Family Ministry:  Pam Johnson 

 Rally Day didn't generate as much interest as we had hoped, but those in attendance enjoyed it. 

 We have successfully staffed our nursery once again and it is open and available to worshippers at 
both Sunday Services. We need to be better at getting it locked up for Weds. evenings, as last week it 
was left a mess. 

 Weds. evenings are going very well for Route 56. Betty Arveson is a great addition and, so far, we 
have had a dozen or so students each week. 

 Our Christmas Pageant this year will be "The Way To The Manger" The events surrounding the  
Nativity, as seen through the eyes of Creation. Kari will be contacting Linda Van Vliet, Karen 
Holmen, Carol Christofferson and Mary Frost, and Carolyn Macy to see about getting some           
costumes made. 

 We are all set for preparing care packages for our post-secondary young members tomorrow night - 
we plan to send out 30+ packages filled with treats and inspirational messages. 
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 Kari has 2 1/2 mom's Kaffe Klatch devotions ready to go for another mailing. Will be contacting       
Carol Alverson to see if she is willing to do another Thrivent Grant for this. 

 Sunday School (Cross Kids Connection) had the best attendance yet this year on Sunday - hooray!!! It 
is working well to take the kids out at Hymn of the Day and return for end of sermon on Sundays. We 
do the bible story and discuss, then do our confession and forgiveness, kids’ creed, and motion prayer. 
Then during Cross Kids Connection time, we do an object lesson or video, perhaps some music, and 
crafts, while continuing discussion on the story of the day. 

 Kari is leaving the lesson and craft out each Sunday for parents with kids under 5th grade who are 
here and waiting on Weds. evenings to do together. She will be addressing the issue of kids under 5th 
grade being left at church unsupervised on Weds. evenings. 

 Weds evening suppers are going great and the lasagna was a hit!!! 

 Bibles were presented to 3rd graders and Kari has been handing out Story Bibles to younger kids  
during Cross Kids time on Sundays. 

 Looking forward to TRUNK OR TREAT, so Council members, be sure to put on your decorating hat 
and make plans for your trunk!!! 

 

Youth and Family Ministry:  Jen Henry 

 Rolls were baked, served, and enjoyed on October 3; we ran out.  Our 8th grade crew was amazing, 
they came, they worked, they did not stop or complain once.  I need to step up my game to keep up 
with this crew.   

 

 

Congregational Life:  Joanie Swanson 

 First of all, I want to say that the responsibility of this committee is for the nurture and growth of the 
congregation’s members. I can’t even begin to thank those responsible for doing just that in the recent 
months. I want to especially thank Vicar Michelle and Carol Smith for their insight in finding ways to 
bring opportunities to both visitors and worshippers to find some particular group that may bring them 
what they have been missing. This past year was difficult. We worshipped online, we missed people, 
we missed our connections and for some, it brought deep sadness and a feeling of disconnect with our 
Church family. I emphasize, Church family because, that, is what we are. The Small Group Brochure 
is amazing! We have so many ways that our ministries touch people. 

 Good things are happening. The Church is here to help nurture the members, and also those that come 
through our door that may just be visiting. They are seeing that we are anxious to get back to whatever 
normal the coming year brings. 

 
 

Personnel:  Mike Smith 
No report 
 
  

Meeting Adjourned 

Submitted by 
Darrell Paske, Council Secretary 
 
 

Next Council Meeting:   
November 11, 2021   7:00 pm         
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If you would like to receive weekly eblast notifications, please 
email the church office at laurie@lccnisswa.org with the email 
address you wish us to use. 
 

Have you changed your phone number, or no longer use your 
landline, changed your  mailing address, etc.?  
If so, please let us know so we can update our database. 

 

All are welcome at Council meetings. Approved minutes and approved financial reports are available in 
the church office to any member upon request. If you would like to have something on the Council         
meeting agenda, please submit it in writing addressed to President David Endicott and delivered to the 
office manager in the church office no less than one week prior to the monthly Council meeting, the        
council meets the second Thursday of the month. If the request is submitted less than one week prior to 
the next Council meeting it will be addressed at the following monthly meeting. 

Blessed are those that can give 
without remembering and receive 
without  forgetting. 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for He 
is good. —Psalm 107 

Have a Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving from the staff at LCC: 

Pastor Drew, Vicar Michelle, Cathy Taylor, Sally Hodgson,  
Kari Erickson, Karen Wiele, Todd Whipple, and Laurie Hemish 

Quilting   

We meet on the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays at 9:30 am in 

the Conservatory Room (old youth room). If you would 

like to be involved but the dates don't work for you,  

donation of fabric or finished tops (measuring 64"x84") 

for us to tied and ship would be greatly appreciated. All 

are welcome. If you have any  questions, call Carol 

Christofferson at 218-963-2335.  
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ARE YOU 55+ 

THIS COURSE WILL SAVE YOU 10%ON 

YOUR AUTO INSURANCE FOR 3 YEARS 

THERE ARE NO WRITTEN OR 

BEHIND THE WHEEL TESTS! 

8 HOUR CLASS FOR THE FIRST TIME STUDENTS 

4 HOUR REFRESHER FOR THE REPEAT STUDENT 

TO REGISTER FOR THESE OR OTHER CLASSES IN YOUR 

AREA CALL THE NUMBER BELOW OR 

www.mnsafetycenter.org 

Lutheran Church of the Cross 

5064 Co Rd 13; Nisswa, MN 

Nov 5 (4 Hr Refresher) 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

Dec 3 (4 Hr Refresher) 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 



 

Welcoming all people into 

discipleship  

STAFF 

Pastor                         Drew Bakken 218-961-2014 

Vicar      Michelle Ruen 218-961-2013                         

Director of Youth and Family Ministry                 218-961-2015 

Director of Children and Family Ministry         Kari Erickson 218-961-2012 

Director of Music Ministry/Organist                  Cathy Taylor 218-961-2053 

Financial Secretary                   Karen Wiele 218-961-2016 

Lay Ministry Coordinator               Sally Hodgson 218-961-2052 

Senior Choir Director                                           Brian Stubbs 

Organist                Laura Raedeke 

Bell Choir Director                   Cheryl Karlgaard  

King’s Kids     Carol Smith 

Custodian     Todd Whipple 218-963-2564 

ELCA Global Missionary                                      Bradn Buerkle 

LCC Office       Laurie Hemish 218-961-2011 

CURRENT RESIDENT OR 

Address label here 

2021 CHURCH COUNCIL 

President Dave Endicott    Social Justice/Global    Bonnie Stevens 

Vice President Mike Smith   Worship & Music           Brian Stubbs 

Treasurer Colleen Both   Youth            Jen Henry 

Secretary  Darrell Paske   Stewardship             

Cong. Life Joanie Swanson     

Education Pam Johnson 

Properties Dale Peterson 

Lutheran Church of the Cross 

PO Box 29 

5064 County Road 13 

Nisswa, MN  56468 

 

Main Phone: 218-963-2564 

Web: lccnisswa.org 

E-mail: lcc@lccnisswa.org  


